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Anakpawis leader tags 
Army man in ambush 


By Tonette Orejas and Ansbert Joaquin. 

PDI Central Luzon Desk 

‘SHOT AT LEAST 14 TIMES IN AN AMBUSH THAT 

ld his wife and a son, a provincial leader of the 

Anakpawis party-ist group told investigators that he 

recognized one of his attackers as an Army intell- 

‘gence agent, police sources said yesterday. 
Immediately, the miltary and the police chal- 

lenged militant groups to back their accusations 
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AT 77, THE WIDOW IMELDA 


Marcos is stili 


las large as life, 


fraying a bit at the edges but 
bravely maintaining the pe- 


cullar frantic 


dignity that has 


always set her apart from the 
rest of us, who might be la- 
beled ordinary. 


** 


Puno to run 


Small Town Lottery has same system as ille 


GMA rues 
her liason 
with Reds 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo regrets her liaison with 
leaders of militant groups who 
plotted to unseat then President 
Joseph Estrada in 2000 but are 
now linked to efforts to oust her, 
according to Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye. 

"President Arroyo does not de- 
my having met with leaders of 
various political persuasions in 
the runup to Edsa П. She was the 
constitutional successor at the 
time when President Estrada was 
threatened by massive people 
power and she had to try to con- 
solidate the nation at a time of 
grave national necessity, which 
she did,” Bunye said in a state- 
ment. 

Malacafiang issued the state- 
ment in reaction to charges by 
Bayan Muna Representatives 
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WALKING THE TALK. 
Between columns along a 
corridor of Kalayaan Hall, 
President Arroyo chats 
with someone after her 
regular round table 

<*> discussion in the press 

1. briefingroom. - шнацон 


website: wwring7.net. 
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Moment of truth: Erap in the dock 


THET9th By Nelson Flores 
DEFENSE 
witness 
today is 
the 
defendant 
himself, 
former 
President 
Joseph 


оп charges of plunder, 


їпсошт. 

Unlike the macho, зма 
ling roles that catapulted 
stardom and later to the 


will be subdued. 


FIVE YEARS AFTER HIS OUSTER 


Estrada will finally have his day 


dential Palace, Estrada's appear- 
ance at the Sandiganbayan today 


There will be по TV cameras in 
the courtroom when the ousted 
President confronts charges that, 
if proved, will either result in jail 
for life or death by lethal injec- 
tion. (See specific charges vs 
Estrada on Page A9.) 

The Sandiganbayan has refused 
to grant the request of Estrada that 
his appearance be televised, just 
like his riveting impeachment trial 
that captivated the nation and led 


Joseph 


shbuck- 
him to 
presi- 


to his ouster in а People Power re- 
voltin January 2001. 

“There will be nothing extraor- 
dinary in my testimony because 1 
only have to tell the truth,” Estra- 
da told The Associated Press by 
telephone yesterday. "Im confi- 
dent that history will vindicate me 
from these charges by a conspira- 
су of the elite, church leaders and 
thieving politicians.” (See Estrada 


MOMENT/AS 


ers game 


By бй C. Cabacungan Jr, 
Christian V. Esguerra 
and Tarra V. Quismundo 


INTERIOR SECRETARY 
Ronaldo Puno will take 
charge of the Small 
Town Lottery (STL) 
project being bank- 
rolled by the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) to re- 
place the illegal num- 
bers game “jueteng,” 
Malacafiang said yes- 
terday. 


Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor said STL was 
being suspended temporarily be- 
cause the PCSO and Palawan 
Mayor Edward Hagedorn, head 
of the National Anti-jueteng Task 
Force, did not advise Puno about 
5715 implementation. 

“They cannot implement this 
project without the full соорега- 
tion of the local government and 
the police," Defensor said. 

‘The new role that Malacafiang 
has given Puno, who was allegedly 
involved in backroom operations 
during the election campaigns of 
former Presidents Fidel Ramos and 
Joseph Estrada and President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, could be relat- 
ей to administration efforts to raise. 
slush funds and to amend the Con- 
stitution, according to two opposi- 
tion senators. 

Having Puno implement STL 
“is like assigning a fox to guard 
the chicken coop,” Senate Minor- 
ity Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 
seid. 

Asked what could be behind 

PUNO/AI2 


Cheap rice, medicine offered 
to anti-GMA bishops' parishes 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


АТ ATIME WHEN PEOPLE ARE GRUMBLING 
‘about soaring prices, who can argue with of- 
fers of cheap rice? Some people can. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo is quietly dan- 
gling a rehashed poverty-alleviation program 
in several dioceses in an effort seen by one Ro- 
man Catholic bishop as her way of courting a 
sector of the Church hierarchy critical of her 
administration. 


cost medicine to some of the poorest 
parishes in the country, according to a let- 
ter sent out by the Office of Religious AF 
fairs under the President. A copy of the let- 
ter was obtained by the INQUIRER over the 
weekend. 

News of the Malacafiang project followed 
Ms Arroyo's visits to four bishops last week. 

Among those who had Ms Arroyo as a high- 
profile guest was Bishop Arturo Bastes of Sor- 
sogon. 


‘The program offers cheap rice and low- 


po 
Czech envoy tran 


PLACE OF HONORin Intramuros for the Crech's "Mi Ultimo 
Adios" with proud author Czech envoy to RP Jaroslav Шама. 
e 222—434 UT RR WOE 
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By Volt Contreras 


"MI ULTIMO ADIOS (My Last 
Farewell)" the timeless poem written 
by national hero Jose Rizal while 
awaiting his execution in 1896, was 
unveiled Monday night at Fort Santia- 
go's Rizal Shrine in Intramuros—in 
Czech. 

This latest of many versions was 
penned by self-confessed "shy poet” 
and now the Czech Republic's Ambas- 
sador to the Philippines Jaroslav Lud- 
va, 

The gesture was in celebration of 
what historians now consider as the 
immortal friendship between Rizal 
and his Czech friend Prof. Ferdinand 
Blumentritt, then a school principal in 
the town of Litomerice, in what is now 
the Czech Republic. 

Blumentritt (1853-1913) is credit- 
ed with, among other things, convinc- 


ing Rizal to overcome his doubts 
about publishing “Мой Me Tangere” 
and "El Filibusterismo"—two books 
that would stoke the flames of the 
Philippine revolt against Spain. 

‘On the eve of his death, Rizal actu- 
ally wrote two pieces: "Ultimo" and a 
last letter to Blumentritt, his Czech 
“soul mate,” Ludva noted. 

То mark the bond between the two 
men—Blumentritt never came to the 
Philippines but corresponded with 
Rizal for a long time—the national 
hero's native town of Calamba, Lagu- 
na, and Litomerice were declared "sis- 
ter cities” in 1974. 

Litomerice has since built four mon- 
uments to Rizal, including a bust in 
City Hall, while one street in Manila 
has been named in honor of Blumen- 
tritt. 

But while Monday's presentation 

СТЕСНЈАТ 


true color 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


GAUDENCIO CARDINAL ROS- 
ales will show his true colors 
when he comes back from the 
Vatican with his red hat—and the 
country will know it's green. 

The Philippines’ newest cardi- 
mal and head of the powerful 
Archdiocese of Manila will lead 
the celebration of Earth Day in 
the Philippines next month, tak- 
ing up once again an advocacy he 
was known for as a bishop in Min- 
danao nearly three decades ago. 

“He readily said yes when we 
asked him to head the Earth Day 
celebration. He's very excited 


is green 


Alcantara told the INQuinen yes- 
terday. 

Te is the first time that the 
Church has taken a leading role 
їп the environmental event, first 
celebrated in the country 
years ago. 

‘This усаг theme, "Mea Culpa: 
A Сай for Repentance and Atone- 
ment," will be its biggest and most 
sober celebration, Alcantara said, 

Rosales joins a very ге 
spectable team of national con- 
venors for Earth Day, including 
former First Lady Amelita Ramos, 
former Senate President Jovito 
Salonga, veteran journalist Euge- 
nia Duran-Apostol, Puerto 
Princesa Mayor Edward Hage- 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Eastern sections of Luzon and Mindanao wil experience 
тозу бошу ses wth scattered rainshowers and Isolated thun- 
"erstoms. The rest of the country wi have partly Долу stes with 
"вова rainshowers. 
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Finally, Comelec steps 
into bitter LP dispute 


president in the place of Drilon while Defensor 
was elected chair during the meeting, which 
Drilon denounced as a rump session 


Party Созу 


Media press 
CA on 1017 


By Armand N. Nocum 


[^j 


editor and senior reporter to a 
suspected coup financier. 

"The foregoing acts, coming 
within days of each other and 
without letup, show a deliberate 
pattern by the government to 
muzzle the press and gag pro- 
tected speech," the petitioners 


MEDIA GROUPS HAVE ASKED 
the Court of Appeals to immedi- 
ately schedule a hearing on their 
petition to stop the government 
from imposing “prior restraint” 
on their work, even as their 


national officers as well as minutes of the “LP 
Leaders National Assembly" 
Abalos had earlier described the LP dispute as 


By Jerome Aning 


AFTER SHOWING INITIAL HES- 
itation, the Commission on Elec- 
tions has decided to step into a 
bitter dispute that has split the 
60-year-old Liberal Party into 
two factions, one supporting the 
embattled President Macapagal- 
Arroyo and the other demanding 
her resignation. 

The Comelec yesterday directed Manila 
Mayor Lito Atienza, Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor and 12 others to comment 
ona letter by Senate President Franklin Drilon 
asking the poll body to dectare illegal a March 


2 meeting during which Atienza and his fol- 
lowers ousted Drilon as party president. 


by Malacafiang. Ms Arroyo showed up at the 
meeting after Atienza and Defensor’ election. 

The body's four-page directive gave the 
‘Atienza faction 10 days to file their comments. 
The order was signed by Chair Benjamin Aba- 
105 Sr. and Commissioners Resurreccion Borra, 
Florentino Tuason Jr. and Romeo Brawner. 

In his March 3 petition to the Comelec, 
Drilon maintained that he was still the lawful 
LP president and asked the poll body to nulli 
fy the election organized by the Atienza wing 
and stop the leaders of the splinter group 
from representing themselves as LP officials. 

Drilon said the election was illegal and vio- 
lated partly rules. On Mar. 17, he announced 
the expulsion of Atienza, Defensor and other 
LP stalwarts who sided with the mayor. 


‘Internal matter’ 
Four days earlier, the Atienza camp submit- 


an "internal matter” and said that Comelec could 
not intervene. He added that as far as he was con- 
сетей, Drilon was stil the legitimate LP president 
based on the commission's documents. 

However he pointed out that the quarrel 
should be resolved to facilitate accreditation of 
official LP candidates and determine which 
group would be given copies of election retums. 

‘The Liberal Party isa member of Ms Arroyo's 
coalition but was split after Drilon and other 
party leaders called for the President's resigna- 
tion during a July 8 meeting on charges she 
cheated in the 2004 presidential election. Al- 
though Defensor was at the meeting, Atienza 
was absent and called the decision to with- 
draw support from Ms Arroyo illegal. 

‘Atienza himself is scheduled to preside over 
а meeting today of the party's National Execu- 
tive Council (NECO), which Drilon claims is il 


some CA justices were treating 
the issue like “a legal hot potato.” 


appellate court, the petitioners 
said that after they filed their ре- 
tition two weeks ago, the admin- 
istration had “persisted” in its “di- 
rect and thinly veiled threats 
against the press; only this time 
the attacks are becoming more 
and more virulent, and more omi- 
nous.” 


temporary restraining order or 
preliminary injunction against 
Malacafiang and the police to 
stop them from censoring the me- 
dia. 


lawyers lamented it appeared said. 

The petitioners, aside from 
РСЏ, included the Philippine 
Press Institute, National Union of 
Journalists of the Philippines, 
Center for Media Freedom and 
Responsibility, Newsbreak, Probe 
Productions, Center for Commu- 
nity Journalism and Develop- 
ment, and ABS-CBN News and 
Current Affairs. 

Ina press briefing, the petition- 
ers’ lawyers also said they were 
concerned about indications the 
СА petition had become “a legal 
hot potato,” pointing out that two. 
‘weeks after the petition was filed, 
the CA had yet to issue a resolu- 
tion. 

"Even the reason for’ the 


In an urgent motion filed in the 


They asked the court to issue a 


legal because only he, as party president, can 
convene the body. With Tina С. Santos 


Panasonic 
ideas for life 


IMPORTANT SERVICE NOTICE 


Panasonic Philippines notifies the public that we are not allowed to repair 
Panasonic 900 MHz, 2.4 GHz & 5.8 GHz cordless phones as per regulation by 
the National Telecommunications Commission (NTC). Such cordless phones 
are illegal in the Philippines and they may interfere with cellular phones, etc. 
In this regard, we advise the consumers not to buy 900 MHz, 2.4 GHz & 5.8 
GHz cordless phones. All Panasonic cordless phones distributed by Panasonic 
Philippines comply with the regulation and are type-approved by NTC. 


Tn their seven-page motion, 
they cited several incidents that 
indicated the administration 
had no intention of leaving the 
media alone even after the state 
of national emergency had 
been lifted. 

The incidents included at- 
tempts to secure a search war- 
rant against the Philippine Cen- 
ter for Investigative Journalism, 
one of the petitioners; Presiden- 
tial Chief of Staff Michael Defen- 
sors claim that lawsuits were be- 
ing planned against two media 
personalities, and the closure of 
Kodao Production's radio show 
over dzRJ.” 

Likewise, they cited a March 
20 report from the intelligence 
community linking an INQUIRER 


‘Atienza, LP national Фай, was voted party ted to Comelec a list of the “newly elected" transfer of the petition from the 
(CA's) ninth (division to where 
it was originally raffled) to its 
fifteenth (division) was not eš- 
plained to us,” lawyer 
Theodore Te said. 

Unconfirmed reports said the 
appellate court had already 
turned down the petition due to 
technical frailties, including the 
petitioners’ failure to include a 
ceftification on non-forum shop- 
ping. 

"We have not received a copy 
of the supposed resolution, al- 
though I would like to point out 
that we included all the required 
certifications in our petition,” 
said another lawyer, Jose Manuel 
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For dealer referrals, please call: 
Panasonic Philippines (Sales Division of PMPC) 
Tel. Nos. 899-4595 to 98 - Fax No. 897-4558 - Email address: pmpc_systemsales@ph.panasonic.com 
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Senate tells House it takes 2 to Cha-cha, vows boycott of rump assembly 


‘AFTER UNANIMOUSLY RESOLV- the Constitution. told reporters after 22 senators lution.” approval of both chambers, vot- heels of claims by House leaders 

ing to tell the House of Represen- “That (boycott) seemstobea signed a resolution telling The resolution, initiated by ing separately. that they were close to gathering 
tatives that it can't go italone on given under the circumstances House members they can’tcon- Senate President Franklin Only Sen. Ramon Magsaysay 195 signatures to support a reso- 
Charter change, senators yester. Because the presence of sena- vene a constituent assembly by Drilon,expressesthesenseofthe. Jr, who is in the United States, lution to amend the Constitution 
day vowed to boycott any “rump” tors would be an indication ofa themselves. Senate that any proposed did notsign the resolution buthe by convening Congress into a 
constituent assembly that will be divided Senate,” Senate Minor- “| don't think anybody will go amendment or revision of the sent word he was for it. constituent assembly. TJ Bur- 
called by congressmen to amend ity Leader Aquilino PimentelJr. against the intention of that reso- 1987 Constitution requires the The resolution came on the gonio d 
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Guaranteed: . 
The End To Your 
Acne Problems 


- LightCure 


ам Therapy 


Finally, the real solution to your acne problem is here. LightCuré Acne 
Therapy is the latest technology for the treatment of all types of pimples. 
It produces results up to 3 times faster than any other anti-acne 
treatment - without the pills, pain or pricking and most of all, without 
any disruption to your lifestyle. LightCure emits the exact wavelength 
of light at the most effective intensity for maximum photo-destruc 

‘acne bacteria and reduction of skin inflammation. FDA-approved, it is 
‘scientifically proven effective in targeting the exact layers of the sebaceous. 
glands where most acne bacteria reside, without harming surrounding 
tissues. An additional benefit, LightCure can treat pimples on any part of 
your body and has long-lasting preventive effects. So, И you want rapid 
Visible results with minimum effort, enrol for LightCure Acne Therapy now. 


LightCure Acne Therapy - for clearer, pimple-free, smoother skin that looks 
youthful and beautiful. Call the Facial Care Centre professionals now for 
your free consultation. 


CALL 892 -SKI N (7546) Where Beautiful Skin Happens 


MAKATI ORTIGAS TOMAS MORATO ‘SHAW ALABANG BINONDO CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA (961-3404) CEBU (233-7631) 
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+ Correction 


IN THE ARTICLE, “Cavite coffee industry 
gets brewing,” that appeared on Page B4 of 
the March 19 issue, the name of the chief 
executive officer of Figaro Coffee Corp. was 
misstated. It is Pacita Juan, not Pacita San 
Juan. 
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Јах Nos. 897-47-93/94, Att Readers Advocate. Her 


фе sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, readers advocate, c- | 
| 


‘phone number is 897-8808 Local 342. | 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual Meeting of the Stockholders 
of MANILA WATER COMPANY, INC. (“Manila Water”) will be held at the 
Grand Ballroom, Hotel Intercontinental, Makati City, on Monday, April 3, 2006, at 
9:00 A.M., with the following 


AGENDA 
Determination of quorum 
Approval of Minutes of the Stockholders" Meeting on May 12, 2005 
Notation of Manila Water’s 2005 Annual Report and approval ofits audited 
Financial Statements as of December 31, 2005 incorporated in said Annual 
Report 
Ratification of all acts and resolutions during the past year of the Board of 
Directors, Executive Committee, Management Committees and Officers 
of Manila Water 
Election of 11 members of the Board of Directors 
Election of External Auditor 
Consideration of such other business as may properly come before the 
meeting 
Adjournment 


Only stockholders of record as of March 3, 2006 will be entitled to notice and 
to vote at this meeting. For this purpose, the ‘Stock and Transfer Book of Manila 
‘Water will be closed from March 3, 2006 to April 3, 2006. 

‘The Annual Stockholders’ Meeting will be followed by an Organizational 
Meeting of the newly elected Board of Directors for the election/ appointment of 

| the principal officers of Manila Water and for the transaction of such other business 
{ as may properly come before the meeting. 
| -Balara, Quezon City, February 24, 2006. 


FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


PRIMER B. LEONEN 
Corporate Secretary 
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Zuce has served his purpose 
for impeachment, says Zamora: 


By Norman Bordadora 


MICHELANGELO ZUCE HAD SERVED 

his purpose as far as the opposition’s 
‘campaign to impeach President Маса- 
pagal-Arroyo was concemed. 

San Juan Rep. Ronaldo Zamora yes- 
terday said Zuce had led the opposition. 
to persons who had participated in Ms 
Arroyo's alleged payoff of local election 
officials at her Quezon City residence 
just before the May 2004 pol 

"We never planned to use him (as a 
witness in the impeachment com- 

aint). IF you will remember, he was a. 
witness for the Jueteng’ (inquiry in the 
Senate). What he said led us to other 

actual partici- 


ra had headed the opposition 
impeachment team in the House of 
Representatives last year when the 


complaint against President Arroyo 
was thrown out by the administra- 
tion's allies. 

Zuce, a former Malacafiang opera- 
tive working under presidential polit- 

al liaison Joey Rufino, had testified 
in a Senate inquiry into jueteng, the 
illegal numbers game, that he was 
present when Ms Arroyo met with 
election officials at her home and ap- 
pealed for their help. As soon as she 
left, Zuce had said, the wife of a sus- 
pected jueteng lord distributed 
P30,000 each го the poll officials. 

The other day, Zuce resurfaced as a 
member of the governments anti- 
jueteng task force in connection with 
the implementation of the Small 
Town Lottery (STL), the legalized 
form of jueteng. 

Antijueteng czar Puerto Princesa 
Mayor Edward Hagedom on Monday 


announced the 30-year-old Zuce had 
volunteered his services. 

Malacafiang, however, denied any 
hand in Zuce's return to the govern- 
ment fold. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Michael 
Defensor said yesterday Zuce was 
neither paid nor did the Palace initi- 
ate the moves to get him back. 

Radio reports yesterday said an- 
other jueteng witness, Wilfredo “Boy” 
Mayor, had also become disgruntled 
with his handlers 

Like Zuce, Mayor admitted he had 
regrets about coming out last year 
and testifying in the Senate jueteng 
investigation, 

But his regrets, he said, were limited 
to the senators’ failure to keep their 
promise to help him financially. 

Unlike Zuce, he said, he would never 
jump to the government side. 
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“INCOMPREHENSIBLE” PowerPoint 
presentation of her “tangled philosophy of 
life," writes the New York Times of the still 
news-grabbing Imelda Marcos.  ғоғното 


Imelda... 


Frompage Al 


тч 


and the worst-worst-worst,” she said in an in- 
terview in her apartment, with its golden up- 
holstery, its old Masters paintings, its ranks of 
framed photographs and its buckets of artifi- 
cial lowers. 

In the 20 years since she and her husband, 
President Ferdinand Е. Marcos, were driven 
into exile and disgrace by something called 
People Power, she has retrofitted her tangled 
philosophy of life into a truly incomprehensi- 
ble PowerPoint presentation. 

During the interview, she pointed a tiny pis- 
tol straight ahead and a red laser dot ap- 
peared on a screen in the middle of a 
heart-shaped face labeled “Happy.” 

‘The dot moved sideways to a scowling up- 
side-down heart marked "Sad," and then to a 
fractured circle called “Pacman,” a symbol of 
aggressive consumption. The story of her life. 

“You put it all together” she said hopefully 
aiming now at a shape that looked a bit like a 
flower, “an upright heart, an upside-down heart, 
and what you get is peace. Peace and freedom." 

Her patter was о realistic, it gave the illu- 
sion of making sense. 

“Beauty is God made real,” she said, and, 
"The opposite of love is not hate, it is selfish- 
ness,” and, “The only things we keep are those 
ме give away,” and, “Common sense is com- 
mon to all." 

She had run through it so often that it gave 
her relentless mind a chance to rest, and both 
she and her listener followed the peregrina- 
tions of the red dot half asleep. 

“The Seven Pillars to Moral Regenera- 
tion—ecological order; human order; есо- 
nomic order; social order; moral order; cos- 
mic order; peace and order.” 


Plastic jewelry 

Her mind wandered and she touched her 
fingers to a very large yellow brooch pinned 
to what seemed to be a well-worn blue dress. 

“Plastic,” she said. 

‘This remark was met with surprise. 

“I dont wear jewels anymore,” she an- 
nounced. “They stole all my jewels. These are 
recycled garbage that make into jewels.” 

Last year, the Presidential Commission on 
Good Government (PCGG) was set to auction 
off the Marcos jewelry collection composed of 
pieces from the world's foremost jewelers like 
Bulgari, Cartier and Harry Winston, but the 
former first lady went to court to stop the sale. 

Her emeralds and rubies were in other peo- 
ples hands now, still seeming to exert the 
magnetic power of wealth that seduced Imel- 
da Marcos and her husband, who died in exile. 
in Hawaii in 1989. 

‘The Inguinta earlier reported that the for- 
mer first lady might be able to recover some, 
if not all, of her fabulous jewelry if the PCGG 
would push through with a plan to strike a 
compromise with her, 

PCGG Commissioner Ricardo Abcede said that 
an out-of-court settlement on the jewelry, esti- 
mated to be worth $20 million, would be a good 


start in the government's attempt to fast-track the Е " Т A " 
Tecovery ofthe Marcose ill-gotten wealth. Get a chance to win One Million Miles worth of free flights 


when you get a Mabuhay Miles Visa. 
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sets that are under their possession and соп- | ces a trip to Hong Kong or a trip for 2 to Boracay 
trol" (Related story оп Page A13.) Й ae о). 3 

Pimentel also rejected a reported plan of má » Get 500 FREE bonus Miles upon spending P1,000 once 
the PCGG to allow the Marcoses to keep 30 \ your card is approved. 
percent of the plundered wealth because it 
would be "too big and can by no means be jus- Apply now and get: 
tified, considering the length of time the Mar- » 10 Raffle entries when your card is approved. 


coses and their cronies had enjoyed the perks | } 1 Raffle entry for every P1,000 you charge to your card. 
that money could buy." 1 


He suggested that the Marcos family be al- 


Don't wait! Spend this summer on a journey of a million 
lowed to retain “only 10 percent of the money" 


miles. Cali 885-7590 to 93 or visit www.hsbc.com.ph. 


A special place 
Today, Marcos continues to experience Spend this summer with 
some of the worst-worst-worst in her sete” es ы 
life-— despite the opulence of her apartment еа lela = HSBC q x > 
and the social swir! she sill ens | jogos ets 
Since she returned from Hawali in 1991, rra i : 
she has been fending off court cases—at one | NE cnl: The world's local bank 
point narrowly avoiding jail. 
Still, the governments lawyers are hound- 
ing het, No wonder Marcos feels put upon. 1 
jen the Bible says there's а special place in | —— M ^ 
Ra spei desees a Глорија ево Rng Cope Lmtd = 
phans" she said. New York Times News Service 
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Cardinal Rosales’ true color is green 


From page Al strong voices that will echo an * Victoria Soap representing countdown to the big event. There will also be the annual Earth Day celebration to Rosales. 
equally strong message on envi- an eco-friendly industry "A cultural presentation titled fluvial parade from Intramuros to She met him for the first time on 
dorn, former beauty queen ronmental protection expected • The book “Legal Arsenal for “Panaghoy at Panata, kay Inang Mandaluyong City up the Pasig Jam. 15 during the Feast of the 
Margie Moran, businessman Jose from Rosales. the Environment” by Antonio Kalikasan” will kick off the River, a signature campaign Sto. Niño at Smokey Mountain, 
Concepcion, noted environmen- d Oposa and a copy of Republic Act countdown at 5 p.m. atthe Ban- against mining and logging, and |, 
tal lawyer Antonio Oposa and Paradise Heights ND. 9003 or the ecological Solid tayog ng mga Bayani in Quezon the Lason sa Kalikasan awards. Iconic 
Narda Camacho, among others. “Smokey Mountain is the most Waste Management Act to repre- City д Sitting across from the arch- 
Rosales will celebrate Mass, а articulate, most picturesque man- sent the need for green gover- women's group Abanse! Not just blame game bishop during lunch, Aleantara 
sacred liturgy for the Integrity of ifestation of earth abuse. It b nance. Pinay will also hold a requiem Alcantara said the call for re- simply blurted out, "Wouldn't кре 
Creation, at the Smokey Moun- came a national shame е A fask of coco-diesel and a Mass for some 80 of its members pentance and atonement seeks to a good idea if the Church led the 
Gin ш Tondo on April 22, Itwill nowresidents calla partofitPar- solar panel to represent renew. who died in the mudslide in instil in all sectors- the govern- Earth Day celebration: this year, 
be one of his first big Eucharistic adise Heights,” Alcantarasaid. able energy. Southern Leyte last month, ment, media, Church, industry, knowing you are an environmen- 
зое dont ав eandnal after his The Offertory for the Mass for e Tree currencies for 10,000 “Iesthefirsttime we've doing schools, families and even the talist?" 
thanksgiving Mass on April 1. the Integrity of Creation willin- seedlings from the Manila countdown to heighten environ- Armed Forces—the need to care Rosales immediately — said, 
He will use a natural altar clude: Seedling Bank. mental awareness, Sagip Pasig for the environment. “Sure,” and assigned Smokey 
made from a long strip of wood * A certificate from De La е Bread and wine. Movement director Meth “lt (environmental degrada- Mountain parish priest Fr. Ben Bel- 
on the stump of an old molave Salle University bearing я Jimenez said. tion) is not just a blame game. tran as the point person between 
tree and designed by National . pledge to plant one billion trees 200 groups involved "The 30-day countdown will fea- Not everything is the fault of the himself and Earth Day Network. 
‘Artist Napoleon Abueva. to represent reforestation. Barth Day Network Philip- tureatradefairhostedbythebusi- government .. Its a collective "He said he was so glad thi 
A symphony of 40 choirs @ — e Arecycled product. pines, a loose network of some ness community. The fair willhigh- fault because мете stewards of there were now groups, whe 
yecelbeCarminda Regala, mu. Anetrepresenting the need 200 "organizations overseeing light organic and recycled materi- creation,” she said, spoke his language,” Alcantara 
sical director of the Union  forcoastal cleanup. preparations for Earth Day, is alsandaltemativelivellhoodsfrom Alcantara broached the idea of said of the cardinal. “He is really a 
Church of Manila, will be the ө Adesignforanecowilage. launching tonight а 30-day solid waste management. the Church leading this years green icon." 
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| ofRizal’s ice from Shanghai to 
descendants, Ason tion, call American Airines at 6: 
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‘Senate President 
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садо and our new daily 
2006. For res and 
ravel agent. 


ALBERT CALVELOSENATE 


was considered an official gift from the 
Czech government, it carried more meaning 
for Ludva. 

* really fell in love with Jose Rizal," the 
diplomat told the Iqumen. “A true ilustrado in 
those days, the most famous personality here 
and beyond this country.” 


Readings on Rizal 

Ludva, who was assigned to 
September last year, said he firs 
of a Czech translation of "Ultimo" in Jan- 
wary. 

, Before sitting down to write, he read sever- 
al books on Rizal—including two by Czech 
authors—which centered on the patriot’ fi 
nal hours as well as his friendship with Blu- 
mentrit. 

Although he translated the masterpiece 
from the original Spanish, he also studied the 
versions in English and German to further dis- 

в "messa 
nd in late January, Ludva де 
"my wife, my daughter and my 
mother-in-law to Mindoro, because I needed 
to be alone for 48 hours.” he said. 

Не was home alone in his Ро 
dence writing, “and within 48 hours I did it 
he said. 


‘Jewel of romantic poetry’ 

Ludva said it was “very dif 
ЧА һе poem in his mother tongue since he 
not only had to find the proper Czech words 


forRizal’s “rich Spanish vocabulary ... but T al- 
so wanted to capture his (Rizal's) good ser 
of yme in that language.” 

‘The envoy described “Ultimo” as a "jewel of 


romantic poetry in East Asia.” ] - 
‘And unless one knew of Rizal's situation. $ ` Model: Now 19810 
when he wrote it, the reader could not easi- Р 
ly sense that these were the musings of a 
тап hours away from the firing squad, Lud- 
d 
(ou can feel that he was not [sad]. He was 

upbeat when the hero wrote it. Rizal's mes- 
sage to his closest friends and family was: 'Be 
happy, life is nice, 1 will give my life to my 
country because ] want it to prosper in the fu- 
ture. It is my contribution to the next genera- 
tion,” he said. 

“It wasa long poem but it's wonderful and 
ladmire him for that. He was about to be e 
ecuted ye still he found something de 
side his soul to give to his countrymen,” Li 
va added. 


Place of honor 
“Anaspiring poet in his youth, Ludva said he 
considered his translation of "Ultimo" as his 
first "published" work in verse. 
"Published" was an understatement, since 
the Czech version was mounted—on what 
could be considered a place of honor—right 
next to the original Spanish text on a wall ol 
the Rizal Shrine. 
“4 have written a lot of poems but I wa 
too shy to publish them because I felt some 
body would say it's not right. In those days. 
1 was so devoted to writing poetry | 
thought it would be the end of my life if i T H E T U D о R M о № АВ C H 
was not accepted by the public," Ludva 
said, 
“But now I have decided to return to 
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70 foreign languages and 57 Philippine 
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Moment of truth: Erap in the dock 
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statement on this page) В IN THE KNOW, 

‘The charges and his detention 
have created a “very depressing The issues against Estrada 
life,” Estrada said, adding that ac- 
quittal would correct all the 
‘wrongs heaped upon him. “This 


proces 


1. Secret bank accounts tax share of Ilocos Sur allocated соз Sur and other provinces. 
‘To hide his alleged illegally ac- under RA 7171 (An Act to Pro- 4, Intervention in the stock 
TONES heaped ороп Mm d be | солей wealth, Estrada was said mote the Development of Вит. market 
я to have maintained secret bank ers in the Virginia Tobacco-Pro- Estrada was accused of pres- 
corrected,” he - jg | accounts, including one in the ducing Provinces). The amount suring then Securities and Ex- 
Estrada, 68, said he woul Equitable PCI Bank where he was allegedly divided among change Commission chair Per- 
pear a пайме barong he temi {had over P3.2 billion under the Estrada (P70 million), his wife fecto Yasay Jr. to clear the presi- 
Ees to лаат Ми kwe bor the папе jose Velarde: This mm SES “to? Herc ee dents friend, Dante Tan, of any 
a lere zen in August 2002 million), his son Jinggoy wrongdoing in the stock manip- " х 
country he once promised to de- | (е Sandiganbayan. Five other million) and his friend Charlie ulation ea ари Tan ican коер на аа | 


wear a native “barong” shirt and 


ir p Р. li і he he today, is 
Werfumcipon. | a ataa nee Aone eom. Amm BW Regus Comp hada | Wher trap sear etic пра онака 
‘No histrionics’ tothe Ombudsman statementsof 3. Шева! gambling payoffs spectacular 5,000 percent im | structure was inaugurated in 1999. кун, 
ie шнек | ВАНН хоз, wel ar of Prom November 1996 E Aic create i x ие price ш ; х 
Ken ee alie по парти, | Hte meses Gua dones үш 2000, uda wes eid о io P1O7 a share а e spas of 


S pro- | and Lami Enriquez. have solicited and received from eight months ending in October E t d d St 
pa by n poen ee 2. Excise tax seam Gov. Luis "Chavit' Singson P545 1999. PDI Research. strada 5 atement 
immer Raymond Forum. There | Č in i, Estrada allegedly milion derived fom the proceeds каси монитоннестонаок | The folowing statement by ousted say and 5 
г ү камка ый. Она e following statement by ousted stay and prove my innocence be-* 
fotu areca ик лке ишнен Анон олон} President Joseph Estrada was re- fore an honorable court, 


correspondents that the defense 5 leased to the press yesterday: Yet, despite the price I have had , 
Would rest its case after Estrada's preparation was a regimen of a Defensor said Malacafang will be able to testify during his to pay my detention has been. 


testimony. It is likely that Estrada good diet, light exercisesand suf- supported the courts decision (о trial peacefully and we publicly IT HAS BEEN A PERIOD ОР EX- worth every second if only to prove. 
will make several appearances at ficient hours of sleep. turn down Estrada's request fora ask his supporters and allies and treme mental and spiritual an- my innocence to those who truly 
the Sandiganbayan. Hearings are Estrada's court appearance live broadcast of his testimony. detractors not to disrupt the trial guish as well as emotional strain. matter the most: my countrymen. I 
held only once а week. was initially set for March 15, but “It’s just fair that he does not get proceedings even outside the For almost five years, I have been intend to use my every appearance. 
‘The court isexpected to issuea it was rescheduled to accommo- TV coverage because the prosecu- Sandiganbayan,” he said, denied my liberty and stripped of іп court to relate the facts. Not facts 
verdict in September or October, date ће defense request for more tion also did not get to argue its “All things have been covered, in-_ myhonor on the basis of trumped- aspeddled by prosecution witness- 
Fortun said. preparation time case before a broader TV audi- cluding coordination with the per. wp charges lodged against me by ез whose statements cannot be cor- 
Fortunisjustoneinabatteryof  Flaminiano said Estrada's testi- ence,” Defensor said. sonal doctor of the ex-President, in ту political enemies, roborated nor could they be sup- 
top caliber lawyers defending mony woulddealwithhisalleged If the Sandiganbayan decided case ofa medical emergency” ‘There has been no let-up in ће ported by documents, but facts that 
Жытайа. It includes former Sen, secret bank accounts, the tobacco to either acquit or convict the for- А movie starring both FPJ and constant, and consistent, efforts аге unquestionable and inarguable. 
Rene Saguisag, former Supreme excise tax scam, claims of illegal mer President on the charges Erap kept their supporters awake го vilify me before the Filipino In short, the absolute truth. 
Court Chief Justice Andres Nar- gambling payoffs and his alleged against him, itwas important that for last night’s vigil on the eve of people. The powers that be have — The past few months have been 
vasa and former Manila Prosecu- intervention in the stock market the public accept this judgment, Estrada's appearance before the used every trick available го тет equally difficult ones for our coun- 
tor Jose Flaminiano. to favor a crony, Dante Tan. Defensor said. Sandiganbayan. to keep me in detention and to try. Natural calamities have tragi- 
Estrada will be the 79th defense REA. ma The movie, “Ang Agila at ang denymyrighttofreespeech. cally claimed many lives. Our 
witness in his trial on the capital Тһе final chapter 1,000 riot police mobilized Araw” was shown from ап over- Ngayon, sa wakas, ay maysumisi- economy continues to lurch from 
Charge of plunder thatrobbed him Estrada was forced tostepdown About 1,000 riot police have head projector on a huge canvas Му ng liwanag sa kahabaan ng dil- one crisis to another. The social 
ofpowerandeonsigned himtode- amid massive anticorruption been mobilized to secure the in front of the St. Peters Parish іт. Sa ika-22 ng Marso, ang inyong and moral fabric of our nation has 
tention in his sprawling resthouse protests in January 2001 that were Sandiganbayan amid a planned where less than 100 people con- lingkod ay haharap па sa Sandigan- literally been ripped asunder by 
in Tanay. partly led by then Vice President protest by thousands of Estrada's verged to show support for the bayan special division upang magbi- flawed executive decisions, high- 
Prosecutors say the former Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, who impoverished followers, reflect- deposed President. gay ng salaysay ukol sa mga kasong lighted by the recent Presidential 
President committed plunder—a completed the remainder of Estra- ing the continuing government “We want to keep Erap's sup- isinampa laban sa akin. Proclamation No. 1017 which in’ 
monbailable offense punishable das sixyear term and then won concern over the tria’s politically porters awake during the vigil,” Bagama't ilan pa sanang testigo my view is just a flimsy excuse ко 
by a maximum penalty of death the 2004 election, which is now charged nature. said Dennis Ebona, national vice ang dapat ay haharap upang lalo impose virtual martial rule. 
by lethal injection—by amassing clouded by suspicions of fraud. Director Vidal Querol, Metro chair for Union of the Masses for pang gibain ang mga paratang la- — offer only a humble opinion 
about P4 billion ($77 million) in Estrada, a college dropout, Manila police chief, said officials Democracy and Justice. ban sa akin, зитико ang mgaitosa from a Filipino citizen who has 
illegal gambling payoffs, tax kick- parlayed hismassivemoviepopu- of St. Peters Church near the Present during the vigil were mga banta laban sa kanilang kalig- himself fallen victim to the vi- 
backs and commissions stashed larity—he won the local version Sandiganbayan in Quezon City Linggoy Alcuaz, secretary gen- tasan—mga bantang pinanini- ciousness of this regime: Our 
away in secret bank accounts. оѓ the Oscars five times—into a had expressed concern that Estra- eral of FPJ Volunteers’ Brigade, walaan kong galing sa iisang kam- “country is suffering from the ins 
Estrada also faces a minor springboard to the presidency. баз followers would turn the and Rez Cortez of the National ро: ang grupo ng тва nangangam- of its current leaders. When lying, 
charge of perjury for allegedly But even some of his followers place into a political arena. Council for Concerned Volun- ba para sa kanilang puwesto sa cheating and stealing become part 
underreporting his assets in say he squandered his fame and “If there would be a Mass and teers, another FPJ-affiliated sandaling napatunayan ko sa and parcel of (mis)governance, 
1999, power by bringing his carefree vigil theydon'twantthemmixed group. harap ng mg mahistrado ng anti- there will be no end in sight to the 
: lifestyle into office. with political speeches inside the Members ofthe People's Move- graft court na ako's walang sala. impoverished future our country- 
Coached on testimony Estrada has acknowledged his church,” said Querol. ment Against Poverty and the Ihave paid a painful and heavy men face, nor to the polarization 
"days hearing is historic, ac- foibles but denied any wrongdo- Š Muslim group Assalam, and other price for my convictions. In 2001, which holds sway in our society. 
cording to Flaminiano. This will be іп Permit to rally groups identified with Estrada Iwastwice offered exileina coun- As a citizen accused of a crime, I 
the first time that Estrada will tell Malacafiang is hopeful that Pro-Estrada groups had se- were present. try of my choice if only I were to shall appear in court to fight for my: 
his side ofthe story. He said Estra- Estrada's personal defense willbe cured a rally permit for Common- Тһе groups lit candles in front submit a letter of resignation innocence, my honor and liberty. 
da had reviewed all the evidence the last part in the long-running wealth Avenue at the Sandigan- of the church, where they said thereby laying a stamp of legiti- — But as a constitutionally elected 
against him. The legal -defense political saga between the admin- bayan site from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. they would stay until midnight. macy on those who succeeded in President robbed of his mandate, I 
made Estrada recall all crucial istration and the former leaders today. They also got permission Police said they were closely mounting a coup d'etat against my shall appear in court to fight for 
events cited by the prosecution. supporters. to hold a vigil from 6 p.m. tomid- watching the group but had по presidency—a presidency which, the restoration of the rule of law 
"We asked him about ће testi- “I think this will be the final night yesterday, Querol said. plan to disperse them unless the by the way, 1 won fair and and bring about an end to the rule 
mony of Посоѕ Sur Gov. Luis chapterbecausenowwecanhear Security will betightinandout group tried to move away from  square—a fact which even my of force which has blighted our, 
“Chavit” Singson and others,” said the former President defend him- of the courtroom, s: id Querol. the church and march toward the most bitter political enemies could land and shaken the very founda- 
Flaminiano, who will conduct  selfand his defense team will rest "Ме had the opportunity to talk Sandiganbayan. With reports not deny nor cast doubts on. tions of our democracy. 
Estrada's direct examination. “We із case after this,” said Presiden- with a few justices of the Sandi- from Gil С. Cabacungan Jr, Irefused both offers, and those іза battle that will be won by - 
did not have a problem." tial Chief of Staff Michael Defen- ganbayan. We expressed our as- Luige A. del Puerto, DJ Yap, АР that grabbed power made sure | truth. And only the truth can save 
He said that part of Estrada's sor in an interview. Surance that the former President Reuters suffered for my determination to our Republic. 


Cheap rice, medicine offered to the poor in anti-GMA bishops’ parishes 


From page Al Some of these dioceses are also medicine isn’treally new. TheNa- aretobringcontainerswhenthey bishop from the South said he businesses. 
home to some of ће most contro- tional Food Authority has long buy rice,” Valdes wrote. “Each had no plans to initiate the pro- “Give the people jobs and 

But Bastes yesterday scolded  versial mining operations which been a source of rice priced lower family beneficiary will beallowed ject in his diocese. you'll give them back their digni- 
the media for supposedly are being opposed by the Catholic than the ordinary market price. to buy only the number of kilos 705 ty” he said. 

“reading too much” into the vis- Bishops Conference of the Philip- There are also existing “Botika ng sufficient to feed family mem- No dignity Lx 
it. pines. Bayan” projects offering cheaper bers.” “It insults the poor, treating Just a coincidence 

He said Ms Arroyo came to medicine, 3 them like beggars," he ex- Presidential Chief of Staff 
his diocese only to attend the Palace defends program ‘Botika ng Parokya’ plained. "There's no dignity in Michael Defensor said it was pure 
50th anniversary of Msgr. Au- “Уе weren't born yesterday” Seed money For the medicine program, doling out cheap rice and “coincidence” that some of the 
gusto Labam's ordination as a the bishop told the Inquinen. “ies 10 the letter signed by Under- Valdes said the selected parishes medicine for the poor. These poorest of the poor that Mala- 
priest. Laban served as Mala- evident that the President is try- secretary Fatima Valdes, the would be given an “initial stockof things are palliative.” cañang was looking at lived in 
cafang chaplain from 2000 го ing to court us." Palace asked each diocese to medicines which (are) priced at If Malacafiang is really serious dioceses run by bishops critical of 
2004. "he bishop, who comes from choose бие parishes for the rice about 30 percent lower than about alleviating poverty, it Ms Arroyo. 

“We didn’t discuss mining or the South, asked not to be identi- and medicine program and to (the) market (price).” should come up with programs to "Ме target the same areas be- 
anything at all,” Bastes told the fied, saying he didn't want his register them with the Office of Under the banner "Botika ng generate jobs and stable incomes, cause the people there need gov- 
TwguIRER in a telephone inter- diocese to be the focus of contro- Religious Affairs. Parokya,” the scheme was thebishopsaid. ernment help the most,” Defensor 
view. versy. Each of the parishes will then meant to encourage the parish- Poverty is all over his province, said. 

One prelate, an antimining  Malacafiang denied the accu- receive seed money of P15,000to esto sell the medicineatalower highlighted by a long stretch of He said the Arroyo administra- 
advocate whose diocese was sation, saying îthad no other mo- Бе used to purchase rice from the price. unpaved roads, he noted. tion did not need to curry favor, 
furnished а copy of the letter tive in its food and medical subsi- NFA. The parish will then sell the “This will enable the parishto Despite the wnderdevelop- with the bishops in these areas 
nearly two weeks ago, said оп dies and other social projects rice to parishioners at P18 perki- make good profit thatcanbeused ment, the bishop said his dio- because these projects would run 
Monday the program targeted than to address the plight of the lo, which is lower than the com- хо support livelihood projects,” сезе had one effective program purely оп government innia 
the poorest dioceses in the poorest of the poor. mercial price. Valdes wrote. allowing parishioners to borrow tive. With a report from Gil C. 
country. Offering cheap rice and “To save on cost, parishioners Sounds well-meaning, but the specific amounts to start small Cabacungan Jr. 
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Ai 
AFP spokesman talking again 


COL. TRISTAN KISON IS 
talking again. 

The chief of the Armed 
Forces public information of- 
fice yesterday faced re- 
porters covering the defense 
beat for the first time since 
he came under fire from 
lawmakers and political an- 
alysts for his statements that 
the military was holding the 
nation together 

Kison made no mention of 
his statements last March 15 
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when he said the “the nation 
will collapse” if the military 
gives in to pressure to with- 
draw support from President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

He also showed no indica- 
tion how he was affected by 
the tirades hurled against him 
and the military in general. 
Yesterday, there was по men- 
tion of the remark and the re- 
actions it elicited. 

Kison was joined in yester- 
days news conference at 


Camp Aguinaldo by Brig. Gen. 
Jose Honrado who was reap- 
pointed as military spokesman 
last week after the uproar 
caused by Kison's remarks. 
Xison showed up at the 
‘Army's 109th anniversary cel- 
bration last Monday after 
the media reported that 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Gen. Generoso Senga had is- 
sued a command directive 
dated March 8 spelling out 
the mütarys role at these 
"trying times.” 
In i, Senga 
stated that the 
military is “not 


tobe regarded as a potent po- 
litical force to be used by 
Politicians in the furtherance 
oftheir vested interests" 

Senga also stated that the 
Armed Forces’ constitution- 
al mandate as protector of 
the people and the State “is 
mot а license to wrest lead- 
ership of the government 
from public officials on the 
basis of perceived imperfec- 
tions of governance." 

“As mandated, we must re- 
main apolitical" said Senga in 
his directive which was not 
released to the media until 
Jast Saturday, 


HEALTHY WATER FOR HEALTHY LIVING 


Мо need to fill up your 5 gallons 
anymore. Nawasa water is potable 
but it’s safer to have it filtered. 
Use as many stages of filter as you like. 
it’s your choice! 


CHILLIAN 


New Alternatives 
for Hot & Cold 
Dispensers 


DIGITAL VIDEO RECORDER 
мз, GET V kemo wontorins SYSTEM 
From anywhere around the globe 

IP WEB SERVER 


4 CHANNEL Php 12,800.00 


Php 16,800.00 (57) TURKEY Tour via SQ $1598 


Dep Apri 10 tru, Apri ana Api IF. 


‘SOUTH AFRICA with VICTORIA 
CD НИ ЫЗА dapi еј 


EZD NEW ZEALAND Tour via SQ $2468 


OPTIONAL: | 
UV FILTER 


FILTERS CAN BE 
MOUNTED AT 
THE BACK OF 


Float Controller or 5 Gallon. 


Filtor Water. AP 


Purea Water ~~ 16 CHANNEL 
Php 37,000.00 


DISPENSER 


Оу дорос 


весе 


OFFICE AUSTRALIA wit 


25, 52658 


SECURITY 
SOLUTIONS 


ва 


(нано DISK DRIVE & PCNOT INCLUDED ) 


CAIRNS Tour via QF 
QE) KENYAS TANZANIA Tour $2380 
via EK oe лиз >" 


GD BALI TourviaBl 55. $100 


(Available at) 
‘Available at 
аё, | 
True Value, 
Sogo, 
Do It Best, 


moven systems pakan 


GD EUROPE TourviaCX 59598 
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SALES Senvice сето 

Van terri гале 
Hundreds of items available, order thru the net or phone. 
Free delivery within Metro Manila with minimum purchase. 


FLY NOW PAY LATER! 
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а е PMC Finance & Investment Corp 


‘The THOMASIAN 2005, 
the official yearbook of 
the University of Santo 
Tomas, available since 
October 2005, сап Бе 
claimed ш ihe UST 
Publishing House located 
at the Beato Angelico 
Building, Espafia Manila, 
To claim your сору, 
please present a valid 10 
or an authorization letter 
(with ID of the person authorized). 

As per PPS No. 1030, No. 5, UST Handbook 2004-2005, “No 
student or group of students may engage in any activity involving 
collection of cash or kind for whatever purpose, such as production 
of yearbooks, souvenir programs and other media materials. All 
monetary solicitations should be duly authorized by the Office of 
the Secretary General”. 

Furthermore, the University will not be held liable for yearbooks 
produced in violation of the aforementioned provision since they 
do not guarantee the official enrollment of students included in the 
unauthorized yearbooks. 


MANDALUYONG MM. PHILIPPINES 
TEL. NO. 718-2875 TO 78 
EMAIL. fincobexione@hotmall com 


ES SQUARE -312 SHAW BLVD. 
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* тн WESTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE (MIA RT) 
‘Onboard Royal Caribvean's “RADIANCE OF THE SEAS" 
SAILING DATE: 02 Apri 2006 
Starting From: CRUISE ONLY — FLY/CRUISE 
мтеяояслвм $ 640.00 $1,840.00 
‘OceAN view савм $ 850.00 5 2,050.00 
saiconycasin $ 920.00 $2,120.00 
PORT CHARGES: $188.50 per Person 

9 11 MEXICAN RIVIERA CRUISE (SFO RT) 
Onboard Calebrtys “INFINITY” 

SAILING DATE: 17 Apri 2006 

Starting From CRUISE ONLY 
wrenion савм $ 761.00 
oceanview савм $ 851.00 
BALCONY CABIN $1,281.00 
за Passenger $ 281.00 
PORT CHARGES: $269.50 per Person 


'7N EASTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE (MIA RT) 
Orboerd Royal Caribbean's “VOYAGER OF THE SEAS" 
SAILING DATE: 01 Apri 2006 

Staring From: CRUISE ONLY — FLY/CRUISE 
OCEAN view сдам $ 530.00 $ 1,730.00 
васомүслвм $1,010.00 $2,210.00 
PORT CHARGES: $196.50 per Person 


Limited copies of previous volumes of the Thomasian from 
1994-2004 are still available at the UST Publishing House. Telefax: 
7313522. 


6 10N MEXICAN RIVIERA CRUISE (SFO RT) 


Onboard Colebriy's “INFINITY” 
SAILING DATE: 28 Apri 2006 
Starting From: CRUISEONLY — FLY/CRUISE 


wremoRcABN $ 631.00 $1,531.00 
OCEAN view савм $1,051.00 — $1,951.00 
вацсомүсавм $1,201.00 $2,101.00 
rath Passenger $ 301.00 $1,201.00 
PORT CHARGES: $243.50 per Person 


FLY/CRUISE 
$1,661.00 
$1,751.00 
$2,101.00 
$1,181.00 


MEA 74907 нж ЖЕРЕ: 
The opine ка Jopanese 


ТМ ALASKA SOUTHBOUND CRUISE (5 
Onboard Colebrtys “SUMMIT” 
‘SAILING DATE: 27 May 2006 
Staring From: ‘CRUISE ONLY 
INTERIOR CABIN $ 695.00 
ocean view casin $1,240.00 
зеп Passenger $ 400.00 
PORT CHARGES: $254.00 per Person 


iN ALASKA CRUISE (LAX-YVR) 
‘Onboard Royal Caribbean's "VISION OF THE SEAS 
SAILING DATE: 07 May 2008 
Staring From: CRUISE ONLY 
мтеяюя савм $ 370.00 
OCEAN ЕМ савм $ 490.00 
влсомүсавм $ 830.00 
sry Passenger $ 280.00 
PORT CHARGES: $163.61 per Person 
e TNALASKA HUBBARD GLACIER CRUISE (YVR AT) 9131 WEST COAST & ALASKA CRUISE (LAX-YVA) 
‘Onboard Royal Carbbean's "SERENADE OF THE SEAS™ Onboard Celebris “SUMMIT” 
SAILING DATE: 28 May 2005 SAILING DATE: 07 May 2006 
Staring From: CRUISE ONLY; Staring From: ‘CAUISE ONLY 
ocean view савм $1,099.00 INTERIOR савм $ 951.00 
BALCONY CABIN — $1,404.00 OCEAN view caa $1,211.00 
Эф Passenger $ 479.00 BALCONY CABIN. - $1,571.00 
PORT CHARGES: $228.00 per Person зимтравоодо $ 461.00 
PORT CHARGES: $315.43 per Person 


Ка нант EUROPE® 
тн GREEK ISLES AND TURKEY CRUISE (VCE RT) ©9N MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE (BCNALON RT) 
ЛОН рүш Сырт SPLENDOUR ОРТНЕ БЕА Onboard Caleb's CENTURY" 
SANG DASE 21 May 2005 SANG DATE: 30 May 2005 
SALING ПАТЕ 21 MaaR Y FLY/ORUISE SingPom: S RUSEONUY 
wrenion cas — $1,144.00 $2,144.00 OCEAN МЕМ САВІЧ $ 765.00 $1,865.00 
BALCONYCABIN $1,744.00 $2,744.00 BALCONYCABIN $1,650.00 — $2,750.00 
Sraith Passenger $ 544.00 $1,544.00 эп Passonger $ 415.00 $1,515.00 
PORT CHARGES: 817650 por Person PORT CHARGES: $208.00 por Person 


FLY/CRUISE 
$1,270.00 
$1,390.00 
$1,730.00 
$1,180.00 


HKibt?—MBI 


Nihongo Center Foundation, Inc. 


TEACHING JAPANESE IS OUR LANGUAGE 
Want to Learn Japanese the Correct Way? Come to Us. 
We know we should be modest, but it is very difficult when 


your graduates/students EXCEL. 
FLYICRUISE 


$1,999.00 
$2,304.00 
$1,379.00 


FLY/CRUISE 
$1,851.00 
$2,111.00 
$2,471.00 
$1,361.00 


28 Winners in the Nihongo Speech Contest those past 10 years, 11 of whom 
‘bagging FIRST place 

More than 60 receiving acholarehips/study grants to Japan from the 

Japanese Government, Japanese universities, Japan Airlines, and so on 

12 rocowing the Outstanding Student of Nihongo Award 

Hundreds passing levels 4 to 1 of то Japanese Language Proficiency Test being 

Conducted by the Japan Foundation annually 

Several employed by multinational companies and earning six figures per month 

‘And ao on- el 

DON'T WASTE YOUR SUMMER VACATION! ENROL NOW! 

‘Learn NIHONGO end have a brightor future! 


WE HAVE COURSES TO MEET YOUR NEEDS. 


Reading and writing courses. 
Plain conversation course 
Children's Nihongo + Japanese Culture/Traditions 
Business Nihongo + Japanese Business Ethics 
Nihongo for Caregivers/Nurses, and so on 
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By Dona Z. 
Pazzibugan 


and Task Force 
Ranao chief during 
the’ canvassing of 
THE TROOPS ARE votes in the Lanao 
not restive but mere- provinces allegedly 
ly*curious” aboutthe to facilitate те 
non-disclosure of the cheating. 
results’ of the mili- — "Some people 
tary’s investigation might get restive on 
into the alleged in- that [issue] depend- 
volvement of some ing on their pre-dis- 
generals inthe Hello positions. But 
Garci” election fraud restiveness is one 
scandal, according to thing; doing violent 
Army chief Lt. Gen. actions in connection 
Hermogenes Esper- with that restiveness 
оп. is another,” Esperon 
Esperon, one of said, apparently re- 
the generals men- ferring to an alleged 
tioned in the pur- plotbysome military 


last July 2 about the 
lack of investigation 
then into the mili- 
tary involvement in 
the "Hello баг" 
scandal. 

Still, Esperon and 
the other so-called 
“Hello Garci” gener- 
als were promoted, 
triggering the mili- 
tary unrest, Biazon 
said. 

Esperon ма 


named Army chief 
last August. In Jan- 
wary Maj. Gen. 
Gabriel Habacon was 
named chief of the 
AFP Southem Com- 
mand while Rear Ad- 
miral. Tirso Danga, 
who headed the Isafp 
at the time of the al- 
leged wiretapping, 
was named AFP 
Westem Command 
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ported telephone units to withdraw 
conversations be- support from the 
tween President President last Feb. 
Macapagal-Arroyo 24. 

and ex-Elections Sen. Rodolfo Bia 
Commissioner Vir- zon had said that 
gilio Garcillano on Brig Gen. Danilo 
election-rigging op- Lim of the Scout 
erations, said he, Rangers and Col. 
too, wanted disclo- Ariel Querubin of the 
sure of the investiga- Marines were among 
tion report submit. the officers who 
ted by Navy chief complained to him 
Vice Admiral Mateo 
Mayuga to AFP Chief 
of Staff Gen. Gen- 
eroso Senga last Jan- 
wary. 

“Tm excited about 
it Esperon told re- 
porters in Fort Boni- 
facio. 

The results have 
been kept under 
wraps since the five- 
man fact-finding 
board wrapped up 
its investigation last 
October. Senga says 
he has forwarded 
the report to De- 
fense Secretary 
Avelino Cruz Jr, 
who in turn says he 
will submit it to the 
President, — who 
would then decide 
whether to make it 
public 

Esperon rejected 
reports there was 
restiveness in the 
ranks because of the 
involvement of the 
generals in the al- 
leged election cheat- 
ing 

"Maybe — restive- 
ness is not the... ap- 
propriate word to de- 
scribe their feelings," 
Esperon said. 

“just feel that we 
really need to in- 
form [the] public 
about what really 
transpired,” һе 
added. "Isn't every- 
body curious about 
[that] informa- 
tion?" 

Esperon has de- 
nied involvement in 
any election irregu- 
larity as did the oth. 
er generals. He also 
denied that Marine 
Brig. Gen. Francisco 
Gudani [who re. 
tired last Oct. 4] 
was relieved as 
brigade commander 
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‘Bookies’ s 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA  CITY—BAREY А 
month after the govern- 
ment-sonctioned Small Town Lot- 
tery (STL) started operating in 
Quezon, the numbers game was 
being sabotaged by “bookies” ог 
illegal betting stations. 
Leti Renomeron, Philippine Char- 
iy Sweepstakes Осе Quezon. 
branch manager, said her office was 
receiving reports that illegal STL bet- 
ting stations had started to prolifer- 
iate in some parts of the province. 
TT he police should stop these op- 
| erations. It is their duty to protect 
| the STL since they also have a stake 
in its success," Renomeron said. 
Under the PCSO sharing sys- 


tem, 30 percent of the net sales of 


| the STL operation will be divided 
as follows: city or municipal gov- 
| ernment, 10 percent; provincial 
| government, 5 percent; local po- 
i Tice, 5 percent, and each congres- 
| sonal district 2.5 percent. 

he PCSO official acknowl- 
edged that she had expected the 
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botage STL Puno to run 
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operations of illegal STL betting 
stations, "There's already a special 
task force especially assigned to get 
rid of them,” Renomeron said. 

She said that patronizing STL 
games run by bookies was against 
the law and that any bettor or col- 
lector for the underground lot- 
tery faced arrest. 

Several STL sales representa- 
tives or "cobradores" have re- 
vealed to the Ingumer that some 
of their fellow bet takers had 
been submitting the collected 
bets not to the official STL station 
butto the illegal bookies. 

"We can't blame them. They re- 
ceive a much higher commission 
(from the bookies) than from the 
PCSO,” said one of the STL em- 
ployees. 

‘With the proliferation of book- 
ies, STL bet collectors com- 
plained that their collections 
were getting smaller every day. 

“The bookies offer a much high- 
ег cash pot than the one being of- 
fered by the official STL station, 
Thats why the bettors go to the 
bookie joints," the collector said. 
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From page Al 

the designation of Puno as STL implementor, 
Pimentel said: “STL may be a source of funds 
that may not be strictly accountable for activi- 
ties of the administration people.” 

Puno said STL operations nationwide 
would be deferred until its legality was clari- 
fied and its implementation made clear. 

"Now that the PCSO has done an experi- 
‘mental run, it should review its guidelines to 
see whether there are any improvements to 
be made to ensure that STL is not in violation. 
of any existing law,” Puno said at a press con- 
ference, 

"The postponement began over the weekend 
and would last until the Department of Interior 
and Local Government (DILG) and the Philip- 
pine National Police were given clear guidelines 
оп how the numbers game would be imple- 
mented, he said. 

Hagedorn and the PCSO had planned to 
start STL operations this week in five ar- 
eas—Quezon, Laguna, Palawan, Bicol and 
Pangasinan. 


Charter change 
Opposition Sen. Panfilo "Ping" Lacson, for 
his part, said that Puno's new role could be con- 


€,» SSANGYONG 


Ба! Bà E 


m 
a 


fa 


gYong's 


nected to the governments push to amend the 
1987 Constitution through a people's initiative. 

"The connection is too glaring to ignore. 
Even his illegal assumption as interior secre- 
tary without being confirmed by the Commis- 
sion on Appointments in clear violation of the 
Constitution is not without motive,” he said. 

Lacson said Malacafiang wanted to amend 
the Charter to extend Ms Arroyo's term be- 
yond 2010. 

"She has no choice but to stay in power lest she 
will suffer Erap's fate once she loses presidential 
immunity” Lacson said, referring to Estrada who 
was ousted in 2001 and indicted for plunder. 

‘The STL project had been on the drawing 
boards since the Aquino administration but it 
had failed to take off despite several attempts 
due to logistical problems and strong opposi- 
tion from the Church. 


No more pretending 

This time, there's по more pretending STL 
is the government version of jueteng, the 
multibillion-peso underground lottery. 

The STL test run involved familiar charac- 
ters involved in jueteng. 

Tn the document, a copy of which was ob- 
tained by the Inquirer, an STL sales agent was 
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gov't ‘jueteng 


explicitly identified as a “cobrador” while а 
sales supervisor went by the title of “cabo.” , 

А sales agent stands to get 10 percent and а 
sales supervisor 2 percent ofthe operating fund 
that would comprise 15 percent of the net rev- 
enues of STL, according to the document. 

STL will have three daily draws much like 
its underground counterpart. 

“President Macapagal-Arroyo will go down 
in history as the only President to take jueteng 
to the mainstream,” antijueteng crusader 
Archbishop Oscar Cruz told the INQUIRER. 

"The present administration appears to 
have become a devious expert in sucking in 
the money of people,” Cruz said. 


Deed of authority 

The PCSO board of directors approved the 
"Revised Deed of Authority and the Revised 
‘Rules and Regulations Governing the Conduct of 
the Actual Test Runs for the PCSO Small Town 
Lottery Project” through Resolution No. 464. 

Tt was signed by РСЗО chair Sergio Valencia, 
general manager Rosario Uriarte and directors 
Manuel Morato, Victor Domingo and Teresita 
Gonzalez in a board meeting on Dec. 28, 2005. 


Capital stock of P20M 

Under the terms, an “Authority to Conduet 
‘Test Runs” for STL would be granted only to 
corporations fully owned by Filipino citizens 
with a minimum capital stock of P20 million 
and a minimum paid-up capital of P5 million. 

They would also have to deposit a cash. 
‘bond of not less than P10 million with the PC- 
50 treasury department. 

"The PCSO board said a corporation should 
either be into “product marketing and allied 
services” or “duly organized for the purpose 
of conducting actual test runs” for STL. 

"It must possess the necessary competence, 
expertise and capitalization to undertake the 
project as shall be determined by the office 
(РС5О) the document said. 


Jueteng lord can run STL 

Defensor said it was important that the 
guidelines for choosing franchise operators 
‘would be set up in a transparent manner, 

"We don’t want to be accused of favoring а 
group and giving it accommodation. Whether 
he isa jueteng operator or not, it does not mat- 
ter He will only get a franchise if he is qualified 
under the guidelines," Defensor said. 

Gruz, head of the Krusadang Bayan Laban 
sa Jueteng, said STL would practically be run 
by the "same jueteng lords under dummy per- 
sonalities or corporations using the same 
jueteng administrators and collectors." 


Same victims, beneficiaries 

“STL and jueteng have exactly the same vic- 
tims twice exploited, the poor, the same bene- 
ficiaries twice favored, certain local officials 
and police authorities, and the same gambling 
lords twice enriched,” the archbishop said. 

"The prelate said the revival of STL might in 
fact be related to the 2007 elections in which 
the Arroyo administration would have to 
"dance with gambling lords аз usual.” 

Like jueteng, which involves number com- 
binations from 1 to 38, the STL test run will 
have combinations up го 40 numbers. The 
new game is to be called "Pick-Two 1-40.” 

‘There will only be one STL test run for ev- 
ery province and “chartered city,” according 
to the PCSO document. 


Who gets what 

Five percent of the gross revenues of STL 
will go to the “agent corporation” while an- 
other 5 percent will go to taxes. 

‘The remaining 90 percent will be for 
prizes, and charity and operating funds. 

In the so-called charity fund, 10 percent 
will be given to the city or municipality, 5 per- 
cent to the province, 2.5 percent to the dis- 
triet, 5 percent to the local police, and 7.5 per- 
cent to the PCSO. 

Jueteng operators are widely believed to 
spread grease money among local police and 
government officials to stay in business. With 
areport from TJ Burgonio 
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Nationwide PCGG’s terms for deal with Marcoses: Full disclosure 

hunt is on 
for Gringo 


By Margaux С. Ortiz 


By Alcuin Papa quirements from both sides are. 

One of the first requirements of 
the government is full distlosure. 
We can talk later about the shar- 
ing,” he said. 

Abcede claimed he was “mis- 
quoted" when he suggested a 70- 
30 sharing scheme in favor of the 
government for the Marcos 
‘wealth in exchange for the drop- 
ping of the civil cases against the 
family. He said the sharing plan 
‘would be worked out later 

The Marcoses are facing more 


than 500 civil cases in different 
cours. 

Pimentel had rejected giving 
the Marcoses 30 percent of the al- 
legedly ill-gotten wealth, sug- 
gesting that they be given 10 per- 
cent. 

The militant Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) also 
called on the Marcoses to disclose 
their assets. 

Danilo Ramos, KMP secretary 
general, however, said the Mar- 


coses should get nothing in ex- 
change for the dropping of the 
cases against them. 

"They (Marcoses) should dis- 
close all their wealth and give it 
all back to the people. Unlike Pi- 
mentel, we vehemently oppose a 
compromise even if only 10 per- 
cent of the wealth will be given to 
the Marcoses. It is the Filipino 
people's money and it should be 
returned to them in its entirety, as 
well as all the assets acquired 


"Ramos said. 

He said any deal with the Mar- 
coses "legitimizes their plunder 
of the people's coffers and in 
essence exonerates the Marcoses 
from their crimes against the peo- 
ple.” 

“This is a wholesale sellout of 
what the martyrs of the struggle 
against tyranny fought for. A 
compromise deal with the M: 
coses is a betrayal of the pul 
trust,” the peasant leader said. 


THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMIS- 
sion on Good Government said 
yesterday it would require the 
Marcoses to disclose the extent of 
their assets in the Philippines and 
overseas before it would enter in- 
to a compromise with the family. 

PCGG Commissioner Ricardo 
Арседе made the statement fol- 
lowing the call by some senators, 
Aquilino Pimentel among them, 
for the Marcoses to disclose all 
their assets before the govern- 
ment would negotiate with them. 

Abcede, however, clarified the 
PCGG was not about to demand 
immediate disclosure by the Mar- 
coses, saying doing so would only 
beone part of the negotiations. 

“Some have said Mrs. Marcos 
should reveal her assets. Sure, 
that should be part of it. There is 
a process here,” Abcede said. 

He said the first stage of any 
negotiation should be explorato- 
ry talks. 

“We need to see what the re- 


A NATIONWIDE MANHUNT FOR 
former Senator Gregorio “Gringo” 
Honasan who is considered “armed 
and dangerous” is on as the Nation- 
al Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
distributed copies of his arrest war- 
rantto its regional offices. 

Regional Director Reynaldo Es- 
meralda, NBI Special Task Force 
КОТЕ) chief, said he had also in- 
structed the bureau's regional of- 
fices to give his office a periodic 
update оп their operations 
against Honasan. 

"hs of now, we still do not have 
particular areas of concentration. 
because there are no reports 
about the actual whereabouts of 
the former senator,” Esmeralda 
told reporters yesterday. 

“all fugitives, — including 
Honasan, are considered armed 
and dangerous,” Esmeralda 
added. 

The NBI STF chief also said that 
he has requested the Department 
of Justice to file a motion for the 
issuance of a hold departure order 
against Honasan before the 
Makati Regional Trial Court (RTC) 
Branch 145, which issued the war- 
rant against the former senator for 
the crime of coup d'etat. 
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Extermination 


D EFENSE SECRETARY AVELINO CRUZ DECORATED 


Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan Jr. with the Distinguished 
Service Star, and showered him with accolades dur- 
ing the celebration of Army Day last Monday. And there 


cine ст Heo ober direction Papari сите асв p ss TAD ENE NOT OOX а. 


There is only one reason Napocor officials 


butup. 


His latest commendation comes in the wake of what he 
and the Armed Forces insist are achieve- 
EDITORIAL ments in the field in Samar. The targets 
of his efforts—dissident groups—say he 
presided over a systematic liquidation campaign of politi- 
cal activists. Palparan counters by suggesting that the on- 
ly liquidating going on is at the hands of CPP-NPA cadres 
who are interested in purging their ranks and passing off 
the summary executions as the handiwork of the military. 

Last week, in Davao City, Raunil Mortejo, chair of 
Anakbayan in that city, stepped out of his office—only to 
be accosted, according to him, by unidentified men who 
bundled him into a van whose license plates had been 
covered. The men proceeded to interrogate him about his 
activities and the people he dealt with. For close 
hour, he was questioned and warned to stop his ро 


activities. 


Last Sunday in Albay, Cris Hugo, a journalism student, 
was assassinated as he walked home with his professor. 
Hugo was a coordinator in the local chapter of the League 
of Filipino Students. He had been receiving death threats 
and even visits from armed men who sought to dissuade 


him from further engaging in political activities. 


On the same day Palparan was decorated for his anti- 
insurgency achievements, the wife and son of a peasant 
leader were killed in Zambales. The farmer himself was 


gravely wounded in the attack. 


We therefore have, on the one hand, an administration 
that is eager to promote and honor an officer, Palparan, 
without so much as seriously and thoroughly investigat- 
ing allegations of human rights violations on his part. On 
the other hand, the same administration continues to ге- 
main unimpressed—and unconcerned—with what can 
only be described as a shadowy effort to eliminate dissi- 


dent leaders in the countryside. 


‘Amnesty International has been expressing alarm over 


electricity consumers but also for all citizens. 
‘The Epira Law (Energy and Power Industry Re- 
form Act), which provides for the privatization 
of the National Power Corp., with the proceeds 
supposedly going to pay for the gargantuan 
debts of the power firm and reduce our foreign 
and domestic debts and our budget deficit, is 
not being implemented by Napocor officials: 
Instead, it is embarking on another borrowing 
binge for which the Filipino taxpayers will ulti- 
mately have to pay. The Napocor borrowed 
5800 million last year. It has announced that it 
will borrow another $700 million this year 
"The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- 
agement (PSALM), an agency tasked by the 
Epira Law to oversee the privatization of 
Napocor, has already absorbed P200 billion of 
Napocor's debts and has declared that it will 
absorb another $500 million (or P26 billion) 
more. Who will pay for all these? We the tax- 
payers, of course, including those who don't 
use electricity. 

Napocor’s debts, which contribute immense- 
ly to the ballooning budget deficit of the gov- 
ement, are also a result of controversial pow- 
ег projects that to date remain idle due to legal 
infirmities and lack of clear vision as to how the 
power sector should be handled. The Epira Law 
could have prevented our government from fur- 
ther hemorrhaging, but what the Napocor did 
and continues to do is the opposite. 

"The foreign debts of the Napocor now add 
up to $9.1 billion. This does not include its 
obligations to local creditors, which also 
amount to billions of pesos. Napocor's foreign 
and domestic debts total about one-third of 
our total debts. The total reached about $9.6 
billion in mid-2005, from only about $6.2 bil- 
lion in 2001. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo contributed 
immensely to the hemorrhage when she or- 
dered the reduction of the purchased power 
adjustment being collected by Napocor from 
its buyers, including the Manila Electric Co., 
from P1.25 per kilowatt hour to only 40 cen- 


Neal H. Cruz 


tavos per kWh in 2002. The reduction further 
weighed down Napocor's viability. 

During the last quarter of 2005, Napocor 
again went on a borrowing spree, selling about 
P11 billion worth of zero-coupon bonds to be 
used to pay for maturing obligations and capi- 
tal expenditures. These bonds are again guar- 
anteed by the national government or the tax- 
payers, in other words. 

Napocor's debts go round and round in nev- 
er-ending cycles that sink it deeper into a 
morass of debts. New loans are made to pay for 
maturing debts, and so on, so the debts just get 
bigger and bigger. 

More than four years ago, Napocor 
promised that once the Epira Law was enacted, 
electricity costs would go down. Four years lat- 
ег, Napocor reneged on its promise by inten- 
tionally blocking efforts to privatize its assets, 
causing it to incur more debts that are added to 
our national debt. 

Recently, it announced that it had sold at 
least 10 percent of its assets, already way be- 
low the original target of 70 percent by 2004. 
‘Congress found out, however, that Napocor of- 
ficials were hiding the real figures. Only 3 per- 
cent of the “gencos” (power generation com- 
panies) have been sold, said Sen. Joker Ar- 
Toyo. 

"We are tired of the lame excuses Napocor of- 
ficials give for the delays in the sale of these 
gencos. Four years after the passage of the Epi- 
ra Law, they have done very litte to transfer 
the titles, get the approval of the creditors for 
the sale or firm up transition supply contracts. 
‘These are the reasons potential investors back 
away from the bidding for some plants. 


are delaying privatization: they want to keep 
their lucrative jobs. And who wouldn't, when 
its officials enjoyed P1.2 billion in kickbacks 
and commissions from coal and oil importa- 
tion alone, billions more in commissions from 
bond flotation and shady deals, and a P12-bil- 
lion retirement package? 

After collecting the P12-billion retirement 
package, the same Napocor officials were ге- 
hired as consultants and it can be surmised 
that they are again back in business. At least 25 
executives and senior officials availed them- 
selves of this retirement package, each pocket- 
ing about P120 million. The same officials cre- 
ated companies that cornered contracts with 
Napocor. Some of them were found to be still 
collecting huge sums of money from Napocor 
power plants and electric cooperatives as con- 
sultants. Atleast one former official's company 
was found to be still collecting P400,000 a 
month from Zambales (Electric) П as part of 
the management contract it signed with the 
firm. 

Remember also that Napocoris the sole buy- 
er of fuel (coal, bunker oil, diesel) for Indepen- 
dent Power Producers (IPPs). Why? Because 
Napocor does not pay taxes, while IPPs pay 3 
percent tariff. Napocor gets kickbacks from the 
IPPs. 

Napocor ой and coal imports amount to 
about $300 million a year. Ten percent of that 
is $30 million or P1.5 billion. The government 
is losing P1.5 billion worth of kickbacks to 
Napocor officials. 

It is obvious that its own officials have 
made Napocor their own private treasure 
chest. Arroyo said he would bring the retire- 
ment package scam to the Senate blue ribbon 
committee. After all, it dwarfs even the fertil- 
izer scam which cost the taxpayers only P720 
million. 

It appears that Napocor is being sabotaged 
from within—by the very same people who are 
running it. What is the President doing about 
а? 


this trend, but naturally this is being ignored by ће pow- 
ers that be. Hard questions need to be asked, however, as 
the Arroyo administration embarks on an all-out offen- 


sive against the CPP-NPA and those it considers to be com- 


munist front organizations or their allies. 


The first question involves the wisdom of practically 
abandoning the peace process, which has been ongoing, 
with varying levels of success, for two decades in compar- 
ison to the communist insurgency's 40 years of armed 
struggle. We have known since the 1950s that insurgency 
cannot be defeated without attending to the root causes 
of revolution, just as the citizenry cannot simply be aban- 
doned to the tender mercies of revolutionaries as a politi- 
cal solution is sought. We also know that the saying “Talk 
is cheap but lives are not” makes peace talks a worthy in- 


vestment in terms of time and effort. 


The second question involves the implications of fierce- 
ly defending military officers regardless of whether or not 
criticisms against them have a basis. This can only demor- 
alize the Armed Forces, which will earn the enmity and 
hatred of a citizenry who finds it impossible to seek jus- 
tice or obtain redress for abuses committed in the field. 
The third question involves the true implications of an 
administration policy which might actually inspire more 
and more people to abandon their quest for change with- 
in constitutional limits or by participating in democratic 
exercises, and instead, head for the hills or go under- 
ground. Continued official indifference to what is clearly 
a systematic policy of extermination can only suggest to 
dissidents that they are sitting ducks if they persist in 
staying above-ground and continue to engage in legal po- 
litical activities. Itwill drive them to undertake their own, 
calibrated preemptive response against a society that de- 
nies them democratic space. And this can only lead to 
more ambuscades, more burnings of provincial outposts 
and cell sites, more assassinations, more murder, more 


fighting, more deaths and destruction. 


In the end, we must ask President Macapagal-Arroyo if 
she agrees with the American soldier in Vietnam who said 
that in order to save a village, it must be destroyed. 
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‘THE REACTIONS OF PEOPLE TO THE SUC- 
cess of our concert last week have set me won- 
dering about it myself. What made it so easy? 
What caused the abundant flow of support, fi- 
nancial and otherwise, from so many sectors of 
society? Why did the musicians volunteer so 
readily? (Even among the bands that declined, 
the musicians wanted in even if their man- 
agers, fearing all sorts of repercussions on their 
careers, did not.) And more importantly, why 
did the public take to it like bedraggled wan- 
derers in the desert to an oasis? 

Well, part of it, as many people have told 
me, is me. I agree. I like to give credit where 
credit is due, even if it is due me. False mod- 
esty is always false because it is really an ar- 
dent, if surreptitious, invitation to praise. 
Yes, I do think the musicians, the contribu- 
tors, and the public responded the way they 
did because they figured their talents, their 
money and prayers, and their attention 
‘would not go to waste. It helps to have no Ш- 
terior motive or personal agenda. It helps to 
have credibility 

But there is a far deeper reason for it. Ive. 
been reflecting on what a musician said that 
night, which was that we seemed to have 
touched a chord somewhere, a truly apt com- 
ment in а night of music. (Or music for the 
most part to the youth's ears: Some members 
of my generation, or indeed the previous one, 
appeared to have wondered if a good deal of 
what they heard might be called that. But 
that’s another story) Гуе formed a theory 
about that "chord." It goes this way: 

Tn his book, “The Rebel,” Albert Camus pro- 
posed that the true rebel doesn't just say по го 
something, he says yes to something else. He 
doesn't just negate, he affirms. That doesn't 
mean that when he says no to what is wrong on 
опе hand, he has a proposal for what is right on 
the other. That means that his "yes" is presup- 
posed in his “no,” his affirmation is embedded 
in his negation. The connection is natural, in- 
stinctive, instantaneous. 

‘That is not as convoluted as it seems and is 


« » 


Poetic justice 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


readily seen in the two Edsas. The "no" го Mar- 
соз naturally presupposed a "yes" to Cory. That 
was what made Cory's vow to be “the opposite 
of Marcos” a most powerful thing. The saying 
то to an evil presupposed a saying yes to а 
good. Just as well, the saying no to Erap pre- 
supposed a saying yes to the good represented 
by the combined forces of civil society, the 
Church, business, media and the ordinary citi- 
zens. Contrary to rumor, this country does not 
need a face for an “alternative.” Steeped as we 
are in interpersonal relations, we needed only 
an idea, goal, or hope of a better life to remove 
Erap. It was not a face that launched a thou- 
sand ships, or 10,000 people, at Edsa П. GMA 
is to Helen of Troy as hell is to heaven, politi- 
cally as much as aesthetically. If we had only 
СМА to inspire us during Edsa П, all the ships 
would have sunk, if indeed they could have 
been coaxed to sail in the first place. 

‘The link between saying yes to a good while 
saying no to an evil is broken today. The "yes" 
is not presupposed in the “no.” Saying no to 
GMA does not naturally contain in its pores its 
assumed opposite. The good remains an un- 
known quantity, whether in thought or in feel- 
ing, whether starkly or vaguely. That's what's 
causing the apathy and cynicism notwith- 
standing, as the surveys bear out, the near-u 
versal detestation of the regime. Indeed, that's 
магз causing a good deal of the public to say, 
“Sawa na ako sa pulitika (I'm tired of politics). 
That is little helped by the fact that the faces 
the public sees condemning tyranny also in- 
clude Erap loyalists, the people who helped 
GMA steal the vote, and assorted trapos who 
just happen to belong to the other side. The 


condemnation of evil cannot soar to moral 
heights with that leaden “political” baggage. 

Thats what made the concert last Thursday 
the magical thing it was. It restored the link be- 
tween saying no to an evil and yes to a good, it 
reconstituted the bond between negation and 
affirmation, it re-forged the connection be- 
tween protest and hope. For the first time in 
quite a long time, there was a pure voice raised 
against tyranny, giving the public to rekindle 
dreams once again. There, you found the inex- 
tricable link, bond, connection between saying 
no to dictatorship and yes to freedom. There 
you found an unbreakable link, bond, connec- 
Чоп between saying “Never again!” to martial 
law and saying “Ever again!" to all that is de- 
cent and honest and life-affirming. The one 
presupposed the other, fused in the fires of mu- 
sic. 

People would tell me later we might have 
stumbled on an alternative form of protest. 1 
thank them for saying that, but I have to say as 
well that we did not discover anything new, we 
merely rediscovered something old. But that 
has nearly been forgotten: You need a pure 
voice for the condemnation of evil го take on 
moral wings. You need a pure voice for the 
voice of God, or the people—which, as the 
phrase “vox populi, vox Dei" tells us, is but one 
and the same thing—to be heard. That was 
what made people power happen in the past, 
that is what will make people power happen in 
the future. 

personally think that it is the voice of musi- 
cians, and of artists and intellectuals general- 
ly—poets, writers (including journalists), 
painters, theater people, moviemakers, philo- 
sophers, etc.—and not those of the usual sus- 
pects that will ring, or sing, loudest in the com- 
ing months. Theirs is an honest voice, theirs is 
a mellifluous voice, theirs will be a thunderous 
voice. It is their protest against evil that will 
give us to see what is good. It is a natural aver- 
sion to chains that will help us break them, 

‘Some will call it practical magic. 1 like to 
think of it as poetic justice. 
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PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY ORGANIZATIONS 
have made it their magnificent obsession to track 
the fall of the popularity rating of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo since the May 2004 elections. 

‘The latest surveys, by Pulse Asia taken from 
Feb. 18 to March 4, 2006, and by the Social 
Weather Stations from Nov. 17 to Dec. 4, 2005, 
draw a grim picture of the administration desper- 
ately struggling to climb out of the deep dungeon 
into which its ratings had sunk, making Ms Ar- 
тбуо the most unpopular and reviled President 
the Philippines has ever had, barring none. 

The tracks on the surveys screens show а 
blueprint of more of the same results, from which 
the publicis not deriving much information about 
the mood of public opinion. In the case of Ms Ar- 
тбуо' ratings, the assumption that in a democracy 
public opinion shifts constantly has been turned 
onits head. The ratings have become stable in de: 
picting she has indeed been trapped in a deep 
hole. Question is: Is there hope for her to bolt 
с}? Is there an exit route? 

‘The Pulse Asia survey shows that 59 percent of 
respondents believed her resignation would be to 
the best interest of the country, indicating the ex- 
tent of public disapproval of her performance. 
‘The survey found that the percentage of those in- 
terviewed after the declaration of a national 
emergency on Feb. 24 who wanted her to resign. 
rose to 61, compared to 53 percent among those 
interviewed prior to the declaration. Pulse Asia 
interpreted these findings as suggesting that the 
declaration of a national emergency may have 
thade more Filipinos want to see her step down. 

"The Feb. 18 to March 4 survey reaffirmed the 
results of Pulse Asia's survey of October 2005, 
which found that the majority of Filipinos consid- 
егей the resignation or removal of Ms Arroyo as 
the best way to solve the current political stale- 
mate. From another perspective, the SWS survey 
of Nov. 27 to Dec. 4, 2005, found that 54 percent 
of respondents were dissatisfied with the Pre: 
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dent's performance, leading the polling firm to 
conclude that the results cemented Ms Arroyo's 
niche as the most disliked President since 1986. 

"The picture drawn by the surveys essentially 
boils down to widespread revulsion against the. 
regime, manifesting public opinion, as it was af- 
fected by the several crises that the regime has 
undergone, including the impeachment com- 
plaint against the President and the aborted coup 
of Feb. 24. 

‘The findings of the surveys all indicate that the 
majority of the people want her to go and are di 
satisfied with or disapproved of her performance. 
This leads me to wonder why, despite these find- 
ings, she has hung on to power. 1 would like to 
think a number of thoughtful citizens are also ask- 
ing the very politically crucial question: Why is it 
that this apparently broad constituency of dissatis- 
fied has not translated into mass political action 
that would force the President out of office? 

It is no longer helpful to explain this apathy to 
“people power fatigue,” an explanation favored 
by tired and lazy minds. Rather, 1 am raising 
‘questions that ought to be answered by the sur- 
vey organizations and their researchers. This is- 
sue is underlined by the fact that since July last 
year, the President has survived all challenges to 
‘oust her, including several calls for people power, 
Cabinet defections, an impeachment complaint 
and the coup attempt of Feb. 24, 2006. 

‘The surveys are supposed to reflect the exis- 
tence of the constituency for ouster. Where then 
did this constituency go when the calls for mobi- 


lization were issued? Why has it not responded 
and instead remained exasperatingly indifferent 
tothe alleged wrongdoings of the Arroyo regime? 
‘The survey results indicate overwhelming public 

affection, but why is it that this undercurrent 
of disgruntlement has not been tapped to drive. 
the movements for political change? 

Оп the other hand, it may be argued that the 
President has used the resources of the presiden- 
cy to hold on to power. It is also clear that she has 
been receiving support from the provincial gover- 
mors and mayors who form the political grass- 
roots machinery of the regime. The big question. 
is: Where does the allegiance of the majority 
identified by the surveys belong? A related ques- 
tion is: Is this a phantom majority that does not 
show up in the streets when itis needed most? 

The surveys have been followed closely by the 
political players who want to know whether the 
public mood would back calls for mobilization for 
mass action to topple the regime and provide mass 
muscle o or justification for military intervention ог 
withdrawal of support from the regime. But the sur- 
veys have so far proved to be unproductive to those. 
who have based their calculations for mounting 
coup attempts or people power demonstrations on 
their results. Are they misreading the signs? Are 
they magnifying the existence of this public opin- 
ion? How about the other side of public opinion, 
that is the silent one held by those who have been 
apathetic to the calls to go out to the streets? 

Maybe some questions should be directed to the 
public opinion survey-takers. The surveys have fo- 
cused on the domain of the disgruntled. Why have. 
they not asked why people are not rushing to the 
streets to join the stampede to oust the Arroyo 
regime? Already, the survey results derived mostly 
from opinion of the disgruntled and the converted 
have resulted in a distorted picture of political reali 
ty and disastrous political miscalculations demon- 
strated by misfired coups and failed attempts at 
people power. am just asking questions. 


Nostalgia and menopause 


EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN, ATLEAST AS 
far as pop acts go. All faded musical stars need do, 
it seems, is to hang around and wait until their 
fans are old enough to start earning disposable in- 
come but still young enough to remember their 
youth and want to re-live it. Then the stars will 
Bet a second wind, a chance to kick-start a reborn 
Career years after the first blush of success has 
given way to obsolescence. 

n the past few months alone, we have played 
host—and enthusiastic audiences—to such resur- 
rected 1960s acts as The Cascades, The Zombies, 
Peter and Gordon, Chad and Jeremy, Spiral Stare- 
case, Herman's Hermits, even Andy Williams and 
Sergio Mendes. 

Thave a confession to make. Ive never been 
tempted to watch any of these shows, even if I 
could, if I wanted, cadge a free ticket or two from 
thé promoters, and even if the hubby and 1 are 
devotees of РМ, where "the latest and the 
greatest" pop hits are aired, to the delight of our 
generation of Boomers. The closest 1 got to buy- 
ing a ticket aboard the nostalgia train was for the 
Chad and Jeremy concert, since as a young girl I 
would be moved to tears by their ballads. But my 
tnthusiasm evaporated when I saw а publicity 
shot of the duo and spotted two geezers who 
looked even older than my father, as I remem- 
bered him, Now, why would I pay good money to 
listen to a geriatric pair? A рай, moreover, who 
would only remind me of how many years and 
decades have passed since 1 was a teenager 
mooning over mellow melodies and sappy lyrics. 


STILL, 1 can appreciate why people of my age 
group would be drawn to these bands and per- 
formers. Our teens and early adulthood, after 
all, are often the best times of our lives, when. 
ме were carefree and had no more serious 
concerns than getting our crush to ask us out. 
to the school dance. 

It is a time worth looking back on, and the 
songs of pop idols provided the soundtrack to 
those days, the memories easily summoned by a 
few hummable bars, familiar chords and lyrics 
that rise unbidden in our failing memories. 
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Besides, it’s our last hurrah. I suspect that we 
are less than a decade away before the songs of 
our generation go the way of the kundiman and 
Diomedes Maturan. Why, even early Madonna. 
hits are now considered Golden Oldies! 

So before our own faculties grow too feeble 
tobe of any use, we might as well put our earn- 
ings to good use by taking a nostalgic musical 
trip, back to the days when songs had distinct 
melodies and danceable tunes, and the words, 
however silly, were at least intelligible and 
made sense. Now, if only they could get the 
original Monkees, especially Davy Jones, to 
get together and disprove the nasty rumor 
that they pre-dated Milli Vanilli by staging a 
live concert here, I might yet be convinced to 
get on this bandwagon to our pop music past. 


NOT кау а nostalgie зір, and indeed а 
е 


homage to the life changes that women of a cer- 
tain age are going through, is the musical "We're 
Still Hot,” onstage every weekend until April at 
the new Teatrino in Greenhills, 

"Hot" in the musicals title could refer to the hot 
flashes that women experience as they go through 
menopause, but it could also refer to the four wom- 
еп in the cast, whose stories and songs prove that 
even as women age, they never really lose steam. 

Originally staged in Canada before making a 
successful off-Broadway run, “We're Still Hor" 
tells the story of three high school classmates. 
who are putting up a musical revue on the occa- 
sion of their 35th reunion. Kare was a promising 
writer who dreamed of conquering Broadway be- 
fore early motherhood and a failed marriage 
doomed her to а series of dead-end jobs and even 
welfare, Marnie is a high-powered CEO who has 


never really found personal happiness, moving 
through a string of husbands and boyfriends, 
cluding her latest, a 21-year-old stud, Cynthia 
was on her way го а voice scholarship at La Scala 
before her boyfriend and husband-to-be con- 
vinced her to set her dreams aside in favor of 
“proper” wifehood, including catering to his ev- 
ery need. When a fourth classmate fails to show 
up, Zsu Zsu, a cleaning lady who it turns out was 
а musical star in her native Hungary, volunteers 
and puts some artistic discipline into their origi- 
nal amateur production. 


MARGIE Moran-Floirendo, one of the women 
behind Bahaghari, the production outfit be- 
hind "We're Still Hot," says she first saw the. 
musical in New York and was fired with the 
idea of bringing it to Manila. "It not only talks 
about menopause and aging, but also about 
how a woman can change and turn her life 
around,” says Margie. 

Indeed, on the second night of the Manila pro~ 
duction, “We're Still Hot" seems to have attract- 
ed the right demographic—women approaching 
or long past middle-age who “get” the jokes 
about menopause and even more so the sexually 
charged lyrics. The hands-down number that 
brings the audience to loud cheering and ap- 
plause, though, is when Cynthia, portrayed by a 
spirited Pinky Marquez, ally breaks out of her 
shell and not only tells off her philandering hus- 
band Chuck but also discovers her inner rebel. 

‘The rest of the cast are just as effective and 
affecting. Lynn Sherman may be a bit too young 
for a musical on menopause, but when, as Kate, 
she sings of coming to terms with her own 
artistry, she hits the heartstrings. Shamaine 
Centenera as the spark plug Mamie is energetic 
and compelling. A surprise is Nina Romualdez, 
as Zsu Zsu in her first stage outing. Though ten- 
dde at ümes, she brings a measure of confi- 
dence and even comedy to her role. 

"ts like a giant consciousness-raising ses- 
sion,” I told Margie at the musical's end. 
There's certainly a lot of passion and empow- 
erment—and heat—in this musical. 


Japanese history on the Internet 


LAST WEEK, A SMALL GATHERING OF LIBRAR- 
ians, archivists and cultural workers was con- 
vened by Salvacion Arlante, librarian of the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines, to meet Ishii Yoneo, di- 
rector general of the Japan Center for Asian His- 
torical Records (JACAHR). What I presumed to 
bea social call was actually an introduction to the 
work they are doing in Japan with regard to his- 
torical records and, more precisely, how they are 
digitizing these records and making them avail- 
able on the Internet. 

What I found astounding is the fact that the. 
Japanese National Archives houses a collection of 
‘over 1.1 million books and approximately 
550,000 Japanese government documents and 
publications dating from the Meiji Period (1868- 
1912) to the present. One wonders how our own 
National Library and Records Management and 
Archives Office (RMAO), which passes itself off 
as the "National Archives," will compare in terms 
of size. If you want a graphic description of the 
Japanese collection, if laid end to end, the book- 
shelves would run to about 35 kilometers. That's 
about the same distance from Manila to Bulacan, 

With all the controversy that surrounds 
Japan's way of remembering its own history, es- 
pecially its role in Asia during World War П, one 
would think it would be difficult to access its his- 
torical records, Fortunately, the Americans carted 
off all the records they could find from Japan to 
Washington where everything was opened, pro- 
cessed and microfilmed, Decades later, the origi- 
nal materials were returned to Japan. These ma- 
terials now form an important section of the 
Japan Center for Historical Records that was es- 
tablished under the Japan National Archives, 

"The same thing was done with the records of 
our short-lived Philippine Republic, When Emilio 
Aguinaldo's seat of government in Malolos fell in- 
to American hands in 1899 and he fled to 
Palanan, Isabela, all the government records 
were carted away to Washington, where they 
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were sorted out, microfilmed, and eventually re- 
turned to Manila in the late 1950s when the US 
Library of Congress and National Archives need- 
ed more shelf space for other materials. They 
kept the microfilms and returned the originals. 
"Today all this documentary evidence is pre- 
served in our National Library by Director Pru- 
denciana Cruz. It is reflective of our reinterpreta- 
tion of history that this collection, formerly called 
the "Philippine Insurgent Records,” has been re- 
named the "Philippine Revolutionary Papers.” 
While we should be glad to have the original 
manuscripts of our heroes in the Philippines, re- 
searchers sometimes have difficulty locating items 
that have been lost, stolen or misfiled over time 
and so we always resort to the US-made microfilm 
that comes with a useful index. Maybe when the 
Philippines has a better economy, we can have a 
similar center that will make important Philippine 
documents accessible to the people, both Filipinos 
and foreigners, on the Internet. ik 
During the meeting, a demonstration of JACAHR 
online was presented, and it made my heart sink 
with envy. There was a search engine that could 
find materials under certain key words, Often an 
image of the original document came out and could 
be read, downloaded or printed out free of charge. 
Naturally, we asked to search under "Laurel" and I 
was surprised to find a reference to him and a "pup- 
pet government” in the Philippines. 1 asked if this 
heading or key word was found in the original. 1 
was told that some of the terms were supplied by 
the Americans, thus reflecting their view or their in- 


terpretation of Philippine history. 

Thave always been wary of the terms “puppet 
government” and “collaborator” which are used 
mindlessly in our school textbooks, despite the un- 
settled debate on whether the "collaboration" with. 
Japan in those dark days was done out of convic- 
tion or necessity. As you can see, documents by 
themselves say something, but the editorializing 
and interpretation come from the historian 

When we asked to see the records on the "com- 
fort women,” we were surprised to find very litle 
material. Dr, Rico Jose, the authority on ће 
Japanese period in our history, said that there 
‘was a lot of material available in the archives, but 
this was not reflected in the JACAHR website, 
Perhaps we were not asking the correct key- 

jords? For example, the entries important to Fil- 

ino historians are listed under the heading 
“philippine” which is a transliteration of the 
Japanese word for our country; if you make the 
"mistake" of entering a search under "Philip 
pines" with an "s", you will probably be told no. 
records exist on this topic. 

When I remarked on this, 1 was told that the 
search words were determined by archivists, not 
by historians, and that JACAHR would welcome 
our suggestions. 

guess no archival system, no matter how well- 
funded and sophisticated, сап be perfect but then 
this is much better than anything we have at the 
‘moment, It makes Filipino historians dream of a 
time when we ean access Philippine records on 
the Net whether these be held in Manila, Wash- 
ington, Madrid or Tokyo. 

"The world is indeed becoming a smaller place 
because of the Internet, We can only hope that. 
more people will use what is available to study 
the past and gain perspective for the present and 
the future, 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
пео.ейи 
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Joseph the father 


1BOUGHT THE DEC. 19, 2005, ISSUE OF TIME MAGAZINE, 
attracted by the cover's blurb: "The Best Photos of 2005." 
The photographs were a powerful way to synthesize a turbu- 
lent year, yet in the end, the issue's best picture was actually , 
an early 18th-century’ painting from Peru, entitled “St. 
Joseph and the Child Jesus.” 

‘The painting, by an unknown artist, is very masculine 
with its solid dark colors, yet it touches the viewer in the way 
Joseph carries the 
Child Jesus, and in 
the way the child 
clings to his father 
with his two hands. 

The painting was 
there to accompany 
an article, "Father 
and Child,” by David 
Van Biema, focusing, 
опа revival of interest in the “hidden virtues" of St. Joseph. 1 
looked up that Time article again last Sunday, March 19, St. 
Joseph's feast day. 


Michael L. Тат 


Stand-in 

Joseph is actually almost invisible in the New Testament, 
almost like a substitute or stand-in actor, waiting to play a bit 
role. He is silent, without a single quote attributed to him. He 
figures only in Jesus’ early years, disappearing when Jesus 
turns 12 and acknowledges his heavenly Father. 

Now there's renewed interest in Joseph and, surprisingly, 
this comes from the Protestants, who don't usually give that 
much attention to saints. Van Biema explains how Presbyte- 
rian minister Howard Edington, mourning the death of an. 
adopted son, went headlong into writing a book about Je- 
sus’ adoptive father. The product, "The Forgotten Man of. 
Christmas: Joseph's Story,” was published in 2000, based” 
on extensive research into the Bible as well as non-biblical 
sources. 

Joseph also plays a lead role in a religious novel, “Holding 
Heaven," by Jerry Jenkins, author of the apocalyptic “Left,” 
Behind" series. On a more secular front, Anne Rice's latest! 
best-seller, “Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt,” gives Joseph a rë“ 
vitalized role, guiding the pregnant Mary to Egypt to escape 
Herod. 

Courage 

Ironically, it is the lack of biblical information about 
Joseph that allows writers, religious or secular, to create and 
recreate him in different forms, according to the needs of the 
times. 

‘A 2nd-century text, called “The Protoevangelium of 
James," glorifies Josephs role as a “chaste caretaker.” When 
‘you think of the circumstances here, we should probably add { 
“courageous” to the description of Joseph. We have to re 
member Mary was probably a controversial figure: pregnant, | 
very young (probably 14 or 15) and unmarried. The "Protoe- 
vangelium" describes Joseph's own reluctance when asked, 
in his own version of an Annunciation, to care for Mary. 

The “Protoevangelium” depicts Joseph as a very old man, 
with children from a previous marriage. On one hand, that 
depiction was probably meant to emphasize he couldn't have. 
been the one who got Mary pregnant. On the other hand, the 
“Protoevangelium” describes doubts, maybe suspicions of 
Joseph as a dirty old man, When this May-December couple 
shows up at the temple for their betrothal, the high priest. 
supposedly subjects them to a trial by ordeal, drinking а. 
“drink of conviction”: fone of them had been lying about the, 
pregnant Mary's virginity, they would have died from the 
drink. The "Protoevangelium" has Mary and Joseph surviv- 
ing, of course, since the early Church needed to emphasize 
female chastity. чин 

Joseph was to remain invisible for ће next few centuries, 
until the 14th century, when he was rehabilitated, as а 
younger man, into a more involved father. This was at a time 
when Europe was going through famine, war and an epi- 
demic, Social institutions, especially the family, were threat- 
елей, so the reemergence of Joseph, this time to head a Holy 
Family, was convenient. 

Van Biema analyzes the current revival of interest in 
Joseph against a backdrop of religion in America. Joseph's 
important again for evangelical Christians, as they seek ways 
to “masculinize” religion: convincing more males to attend 
church services, and finding ways to allow male bonding, 
similar to that of Joseph and Jesus, in churches. 

Catholic or Protestant, our religious leaders might want to 
look at how they might recruit St. Joseph to handle some. 
problems in 21st-century Filipino society. 

In macho societies like our own, fatherhood ís seen mainly 
as a biological act, which is in turn closely linked to notions 
of masculinity. In the Philippines, men don't think twice 
about boasting that they have five children, “lahat pan- 
ganay" (all eldest), meaning the children were sired with dif- 
ferent women. 

‘The boasting will often include claims that they're пое! 
supporting the children, that they were able to sow their wild, 
oats and get away with it, free of any responsibility to the 
woman he impregnated, and to the product(s) of that liai- 
son. 

Still another perverse variation on these drinking sessior!: 
stories is how they were able го impregnate a married wom- 
an, so that its another male, the cuckolded one, who has to ; 
take the responsibility for raising the child. 

Act of faith 

Yet when you look hard at Filipino machismo, you'll find 
there's a strong undercurrent of insecurity, especially around. 
fatherhood, Motherhood, after all, is said to be an act of 
knowledge, while fatherhood is an act of faith. Put another 
‘way, women know who their children are, men can only be- 
lieve the children are his. Traditionally, a child resembling 
the neighbor could be explained away as part of paglilihi, 
meaning the mother had stared too hard at the neighbor 
while she was pregnant, Paternal angst has grown in this age 
of overseas workers, as men leave their wives behind for a 
year or two. 

Because of the traditional values that encourage men to- 
abscond after getting a woman pregnant, other men will 
come into the picture, challenged to accept а woman and 
offspring from other relationships. There are good men 
like St, Joseph all atound us, who won't ask for a DNA test 
to validate paternity. know one man, who works as a gov- 
ernment clerk, raising four children, only опе of whom is 
his own biological offspring. The other three are his com- 
mon-law wife's, from previous relationships. 1 have never 
seen him favoring his own biological child over the oth- 
ers. 

Twould like to think there are many more like him, but! 
know too of stories where a cuckolded husband takes out 
his rage, day after day, on the child produced from the 
adulterous affair. And we know, too, of the statistics 
around child sexual abuse, where many cases involve a 
stepfather as an offender, rationalizing that he has sexual. 
rights over his stepchildren because he has to support 
them. 

Religious leaders will need to find ways to get St. Joseph 
хо help deal with these problems. The messages can revolve 
around the theme of a tunay na lalake or "true male." A true. 
male chooses to be a father, A true male, like St, Joseph, be- 
‘comes more male when he learns to go beyond biology to 
care for children, not his, and yet, eventually, his. 
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Hunt fo Red partisans 
and Chù ese investors 


Ü 

TAMA NATIONALE А COMMU- 
nist, But am amused!l, KS ongoing an- 
ti-communist witching Sing orhes 
trated by the Arroyos! eqitration, Ie is 
reminiscent of a drea of the late 
US Sen. Joseph МСР IR c especially in 
the context of an ally pert to deflect 
public attention from Paictrceived Ше- 
gitimacy of the Атојо? “istration. 

Under globalizatih у , Which Presi- 
dent Масарара Ато? the. Коса! en- 
forcer of World Bank, vXtion al Mone- 
tary Fund debt conf e model set- 
‘up isa communist go” She and a mar- 
Ket economy Thus Ofig hich exempli- 
fies the unusual сопив а ^, is the unri- 
valled destination ofta Stional invest- 
ments today, maliit y i, county the 
fastest-growing его the world. 
China is now rated jg Worlds third 
largest economy осла: Germany, 
Europe's largest. Пик the United 
States, which study? а post-indus- 
trial society, has pn^. ХУ moved over 


its manufacturing base to China, 

‘As the overseer of globalization in our 
country, Ms Arroyo, together with her 
family (including a grandchild and her 
yaya), went on a pilgrimage to Beijing last 
‘year to invite China to invest in the Philip- 
pines. As a result, China is now building 
the controversial NorthRail project. Chi- 
mese mining concerns are now busy 
prospecting for minerals here, especially 
oil in the Spratlys. 

Та other words, while the Arroyo ad- 
ministration is on a noisy anti-communist 
witch-hunt, itis at the same time earnest- 
ly begging Beijing, the capital of the 
world’s largest communist country, to 
help breathe life into our economy, How 
can Ms Arroyo go on a witch-hunt for lo- 
cal communists while increasingly de- 
pending on the communist regime in Chi- 
па for investments? 

—AMADAO GATINCIONG, 

Unit 301 Union Square Condominium, 

145 15th Avenue, Cubao, Quezon City 
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Graveyard of dictators 


COLUMNIST BELINDA AQUINO'S "DIC- 
tators come and go" (PDI, 3/8/06) is food 
for thought. 

History has been a graveyard of dicta- 
tors who rose to power and died in exile 
(eg, the Shah of ran, Idi Amin of Uganda 
and Ferdinand Marcos of the Philippines), 

‘The United States has a track record of 
supporting Latin American, African and 
Asian dictators who were pawns during 
the Cold War. 

‘The aftereffects are still there ifwe look 
around. International relations, fluid and 
changing constantly, also aid and abet 
dictators. Hence, “dictators never die” as 
said correctly by the columnist. 

VALENTINE ANTHONY, 
Sinphil HRMS International Inc., 
Session Road, Baguio City. 
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Asoldier’s right to free speech 


1 WAS TAKEN ABACK WHEN 1 HEARD 
the defense secretary say something like 
this: Because the government vests a sol- 
dier with the power to wield firearms, he 
should surrender his right to free 
speech. 

T expected to hear instead something 
like this: “Someone who is given the right. 
to bear arms has the corresponding duty 
to use it responsibly (i 
country from aggressors, go after lawless 
elements, protect the lives and property 
of civilians, etc.) as opposed to the idea of 
using it for extortion, harassment or 
vengeance. 

Never have I heard that the granting 
of a right entails the loss of other rights. 
Why should a soldier lose his right to free 
speech just because he has a weapon? He 
still remains a citizen, equal to the oth- 
ers, and may voice his legitimate 
grievances. Of course, he will have to be 
tactful in airing complaints against his 
superiors. For serious injustices, he 
should be able to file a case just like Juan 
dela Cruz. 

‘And his complaints do not even have to 


be always political. For example, can he 
not rightfully complain of lack of logisti 
cal support, or of insufficient income to 
support a family, or of inhumane condi- 
tions in the barracks, or of scanty pen- 
sions? Does he have to keep quiet about 
his concerns just because he has a 
weapon? 

IF we accept such logic, then the sol- 
diers would be no different from fanatical 
fighters who blindly follow orders 

‘But Lt. Col. Luisito Marcelino, who re- 
placed Col. Ariel Querubin, himself ad- 
dressed the Marines under him: “If order 
you to march to Edsa, do not follow mel" 
(PDI, 3/2/06) This means that soldiers 
should keep their common sense and 
obey just the legitimate orders. 

‘Aside from holding a lofty position їп 
the Cabinet, which demands a high de- 
gree of competence, the defense secre- 
tary is also a lawyer. I therefore expect 
his arguments to be more logical and ra- 
tional. 

—ERIKN. SANTOS, 
G-118 Bay Homes Subdivision, 
Parafiaque City 


Cory’s secure legacy 


li ke по. other^ DURING THE WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY 
ло. in Makati last Feb. 24, Ms Corazon Aquino said 
she neither claims to be an icon of People Pow- 
- er nor thinks of herself as one. Instead, she 
said, all of us, Filipinos, are icons of People 

Power. beg to disagree with her. 

If there is one enduring symbol of People 
Power, itis Cory. 

People Power was a glorious moment for Fil- 
їрїпоз. From there, Ms Aquino emerged as the 

arling of the international community and 
the world press and, most of all, our President. 
and national pride. 

But shortly thereafter, people sought to un- 
seat her. She refused to be cowed into submis- 
sion and valiantly defied the threats. In the 
end, she kept her seat and finished her term, 
but at great cost to our nation. Soldiers died 
and, perhaps, thousands of ordinary citizens 
also died of poverty, the indirect result of the 
economic crisis made worse by the combina- 
tion of bloody coup attempts, a power crisis 
and a failed agrarian reform program. 

The Aquino presidency may not have been a 
great one, The change that everybody was ex- 
pecting did not come. In short, we were disillu- 
sioned. It was а rude awakening for most of us, 
but we stuck by our President. She was not bul- 
lied into making the extreme sacrifice of re- 
signing just to appease those who opposed her. 
She served a transitory purpose and we knew 
how important it was that she finish her term. 
Tt would have been disastrous for democracy if 
she did not finish it. We could have fallen into 
anarchy. 

‘What I do not understand is why Ms Aquino 
can't give Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo the same 
support; why she is allowing herself to be used 
by the same people who tried to unseat her; 
and why she is now associating herself with a 
former president who, five years ago, she 
thought was not fit to be president. And I won- 
der: after President Arroyo is gone, would Ms 
‘Aquino also regret having demanded the for- 
mers resignation and then join hands with her 
to seek the ouster of the succeeding president? 
So, when will this madness end? And when 
can we finally move forward? 

Ms Aquino should examine her ways. They 
may have worked wonders in 1986, but are 
they the right things to do now? 

What we need are new ideas, new ways to 
effect change. People Power worked great 20 
years ago. But as we have seen in 2001, a sec- 
ond People Power weakened our democratic 
institutions. Doing ita third (or some may ar- 
gue, a fourth) time might just throw our coun- 
try into chaos. 

People saw the irony on the 20th anniver- 
sary of Edsa I when Filipinos could not assem- 
ble freely and а state of emergency was de- 
clared. I think che greatest irony that day was 
Ms Aquino, the icon of People Power, willing to 
gamble the gains of People Power by aligning 
herself with power-hungry people. 

Ms Aquino will forever be our People Power 
President. Her legacy is secure, She shouldn't 
mess with it. 


lm leaving for San Francisco tomorrow. 
ll be pursuing my studies for another year. 


Good thing | already bought my Cyber-shot 
here in the Philippines. 


c l Sony Cyber-shot 
in the Philippines are two of the best decisions she's ever made. — 


Because she knows that by buying here, she can: s 

«Choose among Sony's wide range of the latest Cyber-shot models available: 

* Get great freebies like Cyber-shot accessories and take advantage of 
competitive prices from Sony promos. 

* Opt to have her Cyber-shot serviced or repaired in 45 countries such 
as USA, Canada, Singapore, Hongkong, Taiwan, UK and UAE and, still 
continue to benefit from the local warranty* even when she comes 
back home—all for a very reasonable price. ‘ 


ope Пасу like Joan, studying abroad & getting а 


CHRIS CABILI BAUTISTA, 
46N. Domingo St., Quezon City 


No interest in rising prices 


MANUEL ALMARIO IS WRONG IN SAYING 
that because of the value added tax, the gov- 
Ў emment has а vested interest in rising prices. 
(PDI, 2/28/06) He explains, “the higher the 
prices are of gasoline, cooking gas, electricity, 
Water, food and services, the more taxes it c 
lects. And the VAT is paid by the ultimate con- 
sumer.” 

Tt is true that when the price of a product in- 
creases, the government gets to collect more tax- 
ез on that product, However, higher prices сап 
also lead to consumers buying less (assuming 
that the consumers are price sensitive). There- 
fore, the tax gains expected from higher prices 
may be offset by less sales. In short, rising prices 
‘will not increase VAT collection and may even re- 
duce it. 

Consider also that the poor typically do not 
engage in "discretionary spending." The poor 
‘will always spend the same amount regardless 
of the price of goods. Therefore, VAT collection. 
from the poor will not be affected by the price 
of goods. On the other hand, the rich bend to- 
ward discretionary spending. The amount they 
Spend depends on the price of goods. The low- 
er the price, the more they buy; and the higher 
the price, the less they buy. 

"Therefore, there is no benefit when prices rise, 
while there is everything to gain when they fall, 

? 4” One last note, rising prices result in infla- 
Pet TEACH bti бв Gy d 28. 


So, be like Joan. Invest on a Sony Cyber-shot right here, right now! 
*applicable to Option 3 only. Р 


Simply Choose The Warranty Option That's Best For You! 


Gi: 


Nagle ` 


3 Year LOCAL Warranty 

VI Year Standard - 2 Years 
Extension) from date of purchase 
(Supplied Inside the box) 


Or, Get Both Local & Tourist Limited 
Warranty For Only P1,500! 


3 Year LOCAL Warranty & 1 Year 
Tourist Limited Warranty (TLW) 
both rom date of 

1 Year TOURIST LIMITED yurchase. PLUS, get 

WARRANTY (TLW) Phe Pi G00 worth of 

from date of purchase Exchange the Онда 

polle 3 Year Local Warranty for andyeam Accessories 

Supple 2 Yen taco rer ТО мей Git Certfeate 


} tion. High inflation is not good for the econo- 
my and is felt mostly by the poor. As such, 
there is no reason for the government to want 
rising prices. 
OLIVER PACIFICO, 
oliverpaeifico@verizon.net 
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баву to hook up. 
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introducing the Lenovo 3000 J100. 
It has a virus recovery button. 
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New World. New Thinking". 
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Paoay, Ilocos Norte 


TWAS NO ORDINARY DAY FOR RESIDENTS OF 'PAOAY, ILOCOS 


Norte, on Feb. 28. After all, it ми 
fore the Catholic faithful entere 


The people usually take to the streets, 
joying the last day of earthly plea- 
sures, before the 40-day observance of 
Jesus Christ's sacrifice starts. 
E The Guling-Guling Festival, 
tkaditionally held the day be- 
fore Ash Wednesday when 
Gatholics officially mark fast- 
ing and penitence, is a day of merrymak- 
ihg and street dancing for Paoay folk. 

Тог Placida Cacayorin, 88, the festival 
бао a time when the elderly can infuse 
the values of tradition with the young. 

fe take pride in our culture and we 

want the young ко continue this tradition 
While we reach the sunset of our lives,” 
Gacayorin said. 
$"Guling guling" means to smear on one's 
forehead the Sign of the Cross, using ashes 
from burnt leaves. Instead of lining before a 
priest, however, Paoay vilagers receive the 
imprint made from a wet, white rice flour 
called the “bellaay” from the town mayor 


Cycling champ pedals to fish farming 


By Ben Moses Ebreo 
 Bagabag, Nueva Vizcaya 
E 


IS FIRST LOVE 
came during his 
struggling days of 
eycling, but he landed оп 

5 second love—fish 
farming. 

At the peak of his cycling ca- 
reer, Lupo Alava, 47, never 
thought of being in the fishpond 
business although he was a grad- 
uate of agriculture, raising tilapia 
and supplying people in Nueva 
Vizcaya with nutritious products. 

Alava, the Rookie of the Year in 
the 1980 Marlboro Tour ng Pilip- 
inas, participated in the annual cy- 
ding series from 1980 to 1985, and 
gained popularity nationwide. 
3'He left the rigorous cycling event 

1985, got married and decided to 
develop а 1,000-sqm lot at Sitio 
Balite in Barangay Namamparan, 
Diadi town, upon his wife's advice. 
‘The couple has three children. 
св where I gotan interest and 
éücouragement in fish farming 
because | have been observing 
that (itis)... more profitable than 
ther kinds of farming,” he said. 

"Alava, however, has kept a sym- 
öl of his career in putting up a bike 
shop named after him in Diadi. 


Fish kill 

Starting a fishpond venture was 
riot easy. He experienced a fish kill 
де to overstocking, forcing him to 
attend seminars and trainings con- 
ducted by local fishery experts. 
Z:His first harvest convinced him 
t concentrate on the business. 
Slowly, he developed his main 
farm from another lot he inherited 
fom his grandparents in 2003 in 
Sarangay Villa Coloma in Diadi. 


Davrov Ti 
AMIANAN 


The five-hectare, irigation-fed 
fish farm also has a small im- 
pounding area that serves nearby 
rice fields owned by other vil- 
lagers. It has eight ponds with а 
size of 23,350 sqm each. 

Alava harvests fish in four to 
five months. At most, his yield is 
eight tons per pond which he sells 
ata farmgate price of PS8 a kilo. 

“Bish farming is good. 1 even 
spend more hours here than in 
my bicycle center business. My 
full attention is here,” he said. 

Being the largest producer of 
tilapia in the province, Alava is now 
developing а fish hatchery. Most fsh 
farmers get their fish supply from the 
Science City of Muñoz in Nueva Eci- 
jaand in Isabela, he noted. 


Love for cycling 

Alava said his love for cycling 
remained. Every weekend, he 
spends time on the road from 
Bagabag town in Nueva Vizcaya 
to Lagawe town in Ifugao or to 
Santiago City in Isabela. 

He founded cycling and moun- 
tain biking clubs in Diadi to help 
and support local enthusiasts, 
along with other cycling sensa- 
tions Domingo Quilban (now a 
retired police officer), 
Marafia, (who is based in the 
United States) and Carlo Guieb 
(manager of a jeepney business). 

Alava has outlets for his fish 
products in Villaverde, Solano, 
Bayombong, Bambang and his 
hometown Bagabag in Nueva 
Vizcaya, Lamut town in Ifugao, 
and Santiago. 

Many people wait to go into 
fish farming but big capital is 
needed since it entails expendi- 
tures from pond preparation and 
management, he said. 

Depending on the size of the 


as the last day of merrymaking be- 
d the Lenten season of sacrifice. 


Former Councilor Eisenhower Adaza 
got up earlier than usual and supervised 
the digging of three holes, locally known 
аз the “anawang,” on the front 
yard of his house. Anawang 
ап improvised oven tradition- 
ally used to heat up a large pot 
of the “bennal” (sugarcane ex- 
tract), which would tum to molasses 
when cooked. 


3-chamber oven 

‘The oven has three chambers—fire- 
wood is fed in one, a large cooking pan 
(locally known as the “siliasi”) is heated 
in the middle, and the vent is the last. 

“This was how our forebears cooked in 
the olden days. This is also an opportuni- 
ty to show our children how it was in the 
beginning,” Adaza said. 

Paoay remains an agricultural town. 
Sugarcane farming continues to create 
livelihood among residents. Sugarcane 


Alava said 


Ariel 


ponds, a farmer uses up at least 
eight bags of feeds per 1,000 fin- 
gerlings for the whole season. 


P5,000 daily for feeds. He em- 
ploys six workers and hires seven 
others for distribution. 

Officials of the provincial agri- 
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Editor Jun Bandayrel 


ASIDE from its ancient church (shown above), Paoay town in llocos Norte offers the “Guling-Guling” Festival as a tourist attraction. 


extract is the basic component of the 
popular Ilocano basi and vinegar, and the 
native cake “dudol.” 

Adaza's house was among seven des- 
ignated areas where the "dudol" (local 
version of the maja blanca) was pre- 
pared. The dudol, made of sugarcane ex- 
tract, coconut milk and rice, is normally 
given to the festival crowd. 

Te took four hours for Adaza and three 
others to cook a large pan of the dudol 
Cooking the native cake demands constant 
stirring once the mix starts to Бой, to pre- 
vent it from being overcooked or burned. 


Cultural preservation 

Seven large dudol pots were prepared 
at various points around town and of- 
fered to visitors taking part in the street 
dancing during the parade. The route be- 
gan at a remote village in the western 
section and ended atthe plaza. 


culture ofice- said 
products have impro 


he was spending ^ Last year, Alava 
gory) by the Gawad- 


al achievers. 


fish sufficiency level by 15 percent. 
outstanding fisherman (fish cate- 


search for outstanding agricultur- 


Mayor Bonifacio Clemente said the 
festival was also the community's contri- 
bution to cultural preservation. “This is 
our modest way of showing how the 
community can make use of its heritage 
to propel development,” he said. 

Before the street dancing, more than a 
dozen “ulnas” or dressed-up carabao- 
drawn carriages paraded on the streets. 

Clemente said the activity was the 
town's symbol of paying homage to farm- 
ersand the beast of burden for their contri- 
bution to food production and rural devel- 
opment. "Many of our farmers have aban- 
опей the fields because of the rising costs 
of farm inputs. This is our tribute to those 
who continue to ill the earth,” he said. 

Festival organizers also saw an oppor- 
tunity to introduce to tourists newly built 
facilities around town, mindful of the 
droves of local and international travel- 
ers heading toward the North during the 
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summer season. 


Paoay Church 

Paoay is the home of the world- 
fenowned Paoay Church. It took the 
town several years, however, to capital- 
ize on the religious icon and attract in- 
vestors to put up structures in accor- 
dance with the demands of tourism. 

Right across the church is the Heren- 
cia de Paoay, a restaurant sitting опа, 
spacious ground complete with a foun- 
tain and minj-park, where tourists can 
view the church. 

The structure also houses souvenir 
shops where the town's famous inabel 
(handwoven Ilocano cloth) and other 
products are sold. 

A bed-and-breakfast hotel right 
across the town hall, is set to open for 
business in May, in time for the fiesta to 
catch the spillover of vacationers. 
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With these and more, can there be a better law school of chc 


ARELLANO UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW 


‘Taft Avenue Corner Menlo Street, Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippin 


ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS WILL BE HELD EVERY SATU. 
For Inquiries, call 404-3089 to 93 or visit www.arellanolaw. 


Earn a law degree at your convenience. 

\ Choose from our weekday, weeknight or weekend classes. 
We have an imposing roster of professors 
all experts in their chosen fields. 


Arellano hosts the country's most frequently visited 
school-sponsored legal website www.lawphil.net 
that provides free access to Philippine legal information. 


We regularly publish the Arellano Law and Policy Review 
of which the law libraries of Harvard, Yale & Fordham 
are some of its esteemed subscribers 


When defining a real van, it must give ultimate performance, sitting flexibility 
and utmost convenience. All of these reside in one van— SERENA Q-RV. 
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Comprehensive Insurance and P10,000 worth of gasoline 
Extended warranty up to 48 months or 120,000 kms. 
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‘We won't allow ourselves to be arrested’ 


CALAMBA CITY—FORMER SENATOR AND RE- 
tired Col. Gregorio "Gringo" Honasan and his co- 
accused in the rebellion charges filed by the gov- 
ernment for the short-lived July 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny won't allow themselves to be arrested by 
authorities, one of his co-accused said yesterday. 


Emesto Macahiya, spokesman of at first hesitant to take the сай. 
the Honasar-led Philippine “We will fight it out with the 
Guardians Brotherhood Inc. (PGB), government in the courts. But we 
said he was in constant communica- have no intention of being arrested 
tion with the former lawmaker who  ... We are innocent of the charges 
was named by the governments the filed against us,” Macahiya said. 
brains behind the alleged coup plotto He said he had already instruct- 
unseat President Macapagal-Arroyo. ей his lawyer, Victor Lansing, to 
‘The INQUIRER was able totalk to counter the charges and file docu- 
Macahiya on his mobile phone. ` ments, saying he had "good legal 
Citing security reasons, he was grounds to defend myself.” 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
itr ou! ол Gentoo: 000 Tapay Cy Prpeer 
РО tor Т UGRO Та кө. ШИ СКО Fax OATS 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invtes interested contractors 
{o apply or elgibaty and 1o bi for he project 
"TWO (2) YEAR RENTAL OF 3 UNITS PASSENGER VAN FOR ВАСМАМ 
‘GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD (GPF) 

EDC 06-011 
The Approved Budget is РР 6,940,000.00 lo be charged against PNOC-EDC fund 
The солго rain is Two (2) years. 
‘ppleaton forme for өйдылйу and the bidding documents may be secured from the 
PROC EDC Contacts Administration Group. Fort Bontaclo (co м P. Салар) and 
PNOC-EDGIBGPF. Bonga Sorsogon (cio М.С R. Yrureta) sarong March 22. 2006 
pon payment of a nomrelundabe fee of Pesos: Five Hundred (PhP 509.00) 
For the purpose of caring certain suse, а pre:bid conference wil be held on April 
65, 2008" 2:30 p.m. al PNOC-EDC SGPF, Bonga, Sorsogon. Ste Inspection мй обон 
thereatter 
Applications for Elgibiy and 


be received by the PNOC-EDC 
Contacis Adminstration Group at PNOC-EDG. 18! Floor Buiding 5. Fort Bonifaco: 
Tagua Ciy. Мето Manta, not later then 2:00 pum. on April 18, 2006 (Contracts 
Administration Group Office Wall Clock Time) and 

immediately thereafter 

PNOC-EDC reserves the right to reject any or әй bids or parts Iaret, to waive any 
тоттану neren. 1o accepi such bie or 10 award any part of the work lo any bidder 
whore bid is considered most advantageous to PNOC-EDC. 


(908) FRANCIS M. DOLOR 
BAC Chairman 
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LEASE OF OFFICE SPACE INTENDED FOR THE PHILHEALTH HEAD OFFICE 


‘Rapa ote Paes 
PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION 
кушше Син, Аи Мм» Bauer, Prog Сау 
Thane бој www iei gn у 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
No. 2006-0039 


The Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth). through Ре Corporate 
‘Operating Budget (СОВ) 2005, intends о apply tne sum of PRP 33,420,000.00 рег 
‘annum for 2 years being he Approved Budget forthe Contract (ABC) to payments 
under Пе contract for the Lease of Office Space Intended forthe PhilHealth Head Ofice. 
Bids received in excess of ihe ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening. 


PhilHealth now invites Bids from duly Icensed companias or business fms to apply 
геу and to bid for the said procurement with the folowing specifications: 


Location 
The locaton of the building shall be within a one (1) kilometer radius from the 
Rizal Capitol Buding and shal ental minimal relocation cost. 


The area should not be prone to flooding, 


‘Space Requirement 
The total space requirement (rentable) is at least 11,000 sq, т. 


Parking Requirement 
The bidder should provide one (1) parking space for every 130 sq. т. f space 
to be occupiedirened by PhiHeañh. 


Parlod of tho Contract 
The tem of the Contract shall a for a period of Two (2) years. 


сү 2004 to CY 2005 is the relevant period for contracts which wil be required lo be 
submited by PhilHealth. 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
non-discretionary passitall criteria as зресбед in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Рап A (IRR-A) of the Republic Act 9184, otherwise known as the 
“Government Procurement Reform Acr Only Bids from Bidders who pass те ehgibiity 
check willbe opened. The bidder with Пе Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance 
lo Ie post qualification stage in order to finaly determine responsiveness of the bid to 
technical and financial requirements of the project. The contract sha then be awarded 
io the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) to be determined as such 
after the post-quaiicton procedure. 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the Office of the Secretariat 
for the Bids and Awards Committees (OSBAC) in the Central Otice of PhiHesth. 
Room 1107 117 floor Giystate Centre, 709 Shaw Вл, Pasig City, and inspect the 
Bidding Documents from 8:30 a.m. to 5:90 p.m. 


interested Bidders may purchase а complete set of Bidding Documents from March 16 
o 28, 2006 at the address below and upon payment of а nonrefundable fe In the 
amount of PhP 10,000.00 cash, The prospective Bidder or his authorized representative 
shall receive the Bidding Documents personaly. 


Phibealh wil hold a Pre-Bld Conference орел to al interested pares on March 29, 
2006, 10:30 a.m. al he OSBAC Conference Room (Rr. 1106), Неа Central 
Office, 11^ floor Giystate Centre, 709 Shaw Bh. Pasig Cty. 


Bis and eigbity requirements must bo delivered to the OSBAC Conference Room 
‘on or balore April 12, 2006, 10:30 a.m. The oficial ime shal be based on the wall 
cock located al the OSBAC Conference Room. Late Bids shal nol be accepted. 


Bid opening shall Бо on April 42, 2006, 10:30 a.m. at he OSBAC Conference 
Room. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who 
‘choose ю atond. 


PhilHealth reserves tho right to accopt ог reject any Bid, to annul the bidding 
process,and to reject all Bids at any time prior to contract award, without 
thereby incurring any liability to the affected Bidder or Bidders, 


(Office ofthe Sacratariat forthe Bs nd Awards Commies in tho Селка Ос 
Mr, Joseph O. Vergara 

Fm 107, 10 Floor Саа Cent. 

709 Shaw Bv, Brgy. Oren, Pang Cy 

Tel (02637-5909 locas 1128, 130 and 1830 

E«nai a: osbac@phuhealh. gov ph 

Facstmia No. 637-4736 


‘wm phiast gor pt 


(врв) Atty. VALENTIN C. GUANIO. 
‘Chalrporson, Bis and Awards Commitee lor Goods and Services 


PON- Mar 84 2,200 


He then questioned the real in- 
tention of the arrest warrant which, 
he noted, was released at the height 
of Ms Arroyo's declaration of Presi- 
dential Proclamation 1017. 

Macahiya, like Honasan and 
their other co-accused, went into 
hiding immediately after a Makati 
City Regional Trial Court judge or- 
dered their arrest last week. 

‘The with retired 
Col. Virgilio Briones, Col. Romeo La- 
zo, Cap. Felix Turingan and 
Honasanis staff members George 
Duldulao and Lina Reyes-were 
‘charged with conspiring with the ju- 
nior officers who took over the posh 
(Oakwood apartment hotel in Makati 
City to press for Ms Arroyo's ouster. 

Over 100 members of the 


500,000-strong РОВІ, who trooped 
to the Oakwood, were later identi- 
fied by the government as the “civil- 
ian component” of the failed mutiny. 

The Department of Justice like- 
wise filed a coup d'etat charge 
against Honasan last Feb. 24, mo- 
ments after the President declared 
astate of national emergency. 

"The timing is very question- 
able. They wantto pin down Greg 
(Honasan) on old, trumped-up 
Charges. They want to link us to 
the so-called new coup plot,” 
Macahiya lamented. 

He said their camp has fled sever- 
al motions that asked the Depart- 
‘ment of Justice to immediately act on 
the rebellion charges against them. 

He said despite that, the cases 


had been disregarded and unno- 
ticed at the DOJ until the recent 
‘coup rumors surfaced 
He, however, dismissed the option 
cof arming themselves to resist arrest. 
"We will still abide by our Con- 
stitution and continue our re- 
solve to effect changes through 
non-violent means,” he said. 
‘Macahiya then belittled the intel- 
ligence operatives of the Philippine 
National Police for continuously de- 
scribing him asa retired colonel. 
He said he was never part of any 
military or police organization. 
Macahiya was, in fact, a former 
leftist leader and a member of the 
old communist рапу headed by 
thelate Jose Lava. Marlon Ramos, 


PDI Southern Luzon Bureau HONASAN 


Onion prices high, but farmers lack supply 


CABANATUAN CITY—THE CUR- 
Tent farm gate price of onions ranges 
from P30 to P35 a kilogram, which 
farmers considered to be high. 

In the past, the price ranged 
from P4 to Р8 a kg at this time of 
the year, Farmers said the buying 
price of P8 a kg is considered 
good as producers can already 
earn enough from this price. 

But the problem is that Jocal 
onion farmers do not have 
enough onion bulbs to sell this 
harvest season as rains and flash 


floods during the last week of 
January destroyed their crops. 
Validation and data collection re- 
ports received by provincial agricul- 
turist Serafin Santos showed that of 
the more than 10000 hectares 
planted with onion this cropping 
season, only 6282 hectares re- 
mained with standing crops after 
the rains and floods early this year. 
A few days after the devastation, 
crop experts said the usual good har- 
vest could not be expected because 
the surviving plants were weakened. 


DPWH blames rebels 
for road plan delays 


LUCENA CITY—THE DEPARTMENT 
of Public Works and Highways has fi- 
nally admited that the New People's 
Аппуз imposition of revolutionary 
taxes on road contractors has further 
delayed the completion of a P616- 
million road project in Quezon. 

Engineer Virgilio Castillo, DPWH 
official assigned to the project, made 
the admission before an inquiry of 
the provincial council on Monday оп 
the delay of the road project initiated 
by Quezon Rep. Rafael Nantes way 
back in 1998 during the term of for- 
mer President Estrada. 

The proposed 54.5 km circum- 
ferential road project, initially 
valued at P616 million, will pass 
through the towns of Lucban, 
Tayabas, Mauban and Sampaloc. 

Castillo said the first contrac- 
tor, China Harbour Engineering 
Company, one of the biggest Chi- 
nese-owned construction firms, 
backed out of the project due to 
the “peace and order” problem 
and delayed payment for the 
completed portion of the project. 


“Based on the report that we 
received, the contractor cited as 
main reason the peace and order 
problem,” Castillo explained. 

He said the next contractor, 
Makati Development Corp., also 
cited the same problems when it 
decided not to finish the project. 

Speaking оп condition of 
anonymity, one of the DPWH offi- 
cials present admitted to the Ingun- 
a that the NPAs imposition of the 
revolutionary tax had forced the two 
contractors to give up the projects. 

"The NPA demand was too high 
and the threat of destruction of 
heavy equipments plus the safety of 
the personnel is not guaranteed, no 
contractor will surely stay to finish 
the project" the informant said. 

However, Representative Nan- 
tes denied that the rebels imposi- 
tion of the revolutionary tax was 
the main reason for the delay on 
the completion of the circumfer- 
entialroad project. Delfin Mal- 
lari Jr. PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau 


Republic of the Philippines 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Piar St, Zamboanga Сау 


INVITATION ТО APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 
The Zamboanga City Water District. through ts Bids and Awards Соттизве 
II (ВАС 1), inves to apply for еру and to bid for the hereunder project 
Name of Project 101 4 2 Tulungatung Production Well 
Lot 3: Presa Mayor Production Well 

Lot 1 & 2: Barangay Tulungatung & 
Let 3: Presa Mayor, Barangay Tumaga 
Lot 1: Supply, Instaliation, Testing & 
‘Commissioning of 12 Hp Submersible Pump & 
Discharge Pippings: Lot 2: Supply. instatatin. 
Testing & Commissioning of 752mm Electro- 
Magnetic Flowmeter & Integrated GSM Data 
Logger, Lot 3: Supply. Testing & Commissioning 
of 54 KVA Rated Standby Generating Unit 
Lat 1: PR No. 8822, Lot 2: PR No. 8823 & 
Lot 3: PR No. 8838 
Lot 1: P535,584.00, Lot 2: 392,000.00 8. 
Lot 3: P1,030,400 60 
Lot 1 & 2: 60 Calendar Days, 
Lot 3: 75 Calendar Days 
Prospective Bidders should have experience in undertaking a simlar project 
within the last мо (2) years wih an amount of atleast 50% of the proposed 
Project for bidding. and have key personnel and equipment (owned, leased 
Gr Under purchase) avallable for the prosecution of the project The Rat of 
minimum equipment requirement is indicated in the Ebgbity Forms. The 
Езрыму CheewSereening аз well as the Preliminary Examinations of Bids 
shal use non-dscresonary "разалаг стега. Post Qualicaton of the lowest 
calculated bid shall be conducted 
АН particulars relative to Eligibiity Statement and Screening. Bid Security 
Performance Securly, Pre-Bidding Conlerence, Evaluation of Bids, Post 
Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of RA 9184 and Its Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) 
The complete schedule of actives is listed as follows: 

‘ACTIVITIES. ‘SCHEDULE 
issuance of Bid Documents March 21 to March 28, 2006 
Previd Conference ‘March 28, 2006 
Opening of Bids. Apri 10, 2008 
Bid Evaluation Ари 17, 2008 
Post-Qualiication ‘April 20, 2008. 
Моке of Award Apri 27, 2006 zi 
Ва Documents wil be avaiable only іо prospective bidders upon payment 
оГ a non-refundable in the following amount for. Lot 1 & 2: РБ00 00/01 
маме Lot 3: P1,000 00, to the Zamboanga City Water District Cashier 
The Zamboanga Cty Water District assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to 
compensate or indemnify bidders for any expenses mcured in the preparation 
ot the Ба. 


Location 


Brief Description 


Purchase 
Requisition Nos. 


Approved Budget 
for the Contract 


Delivery Period 
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‘The reports indicated thatthe to- went down and they spent more, 
tal production output would only money for production expenses. 
Teach about 62,000 metric tons of During good weather, farmers 
onions of the yellow grannex, red usually spend P65,000 to 
creole and “tanduyong” varieties. 70,000 per hectare for farm in-' 
Thisestimated volumeisnoteven puts and labor costs. 
half of the usual 140,00010 170,000 "The buying price is really very 
metric tons of harvest in Nueva Ecija high but we don't have much hat; 
during good weather, farmers and vest to sel,” said a farmer. 
agriculture officials said. The Bureau of Plant Industry 
‘Onion farmers contacted by the (ВРІ) has issued permits to at least 
Inquirer said their margin of profit four companies to import onions. 
was small even atthe currentfarm Anselmo Roque, PDI Central Lu- 
gate prices because their output zon Desk 


ROUNDUP 
3 killed by wayward truck 


ROXAS CITY—A woman, her 3-year-old son and their neighbor were kiled by a. 
wayward cargo truck Monday morning in Barangay Tiza, this city. The young 
Robinson Barolo died on the spot while his mother Jean, 39, and neighbor Mari- 
bel Flores, 25, ай of 6th Block Malipayon Village, Barangay Таа, died later atthe 
Saint Anthony College Hospital. The truck driver, Mariano Condez, of Agulling 
Plain Subdivision in Barangay Mongpong, surrendered to police. investigators 
said Condez lost contro of the Hino truck, which was loaded with cases of beer, 
while it was negotiating a hilly road in Barangay МЫН. The victims were stand- 
ing beside the road and did not notice the approaching truck. The truck first hita 
tree but twas not enough to stop it. в owner offered the familles of the victims 
P50,000 each. The victims familles also asked the truck owner to shoulder the. 
funeral expenses. Felpe Celino, РО! Visayas Bureau 


Firecracker hurts 4 studes 

LINGAYEN, Pangasinan—Four student athletes were hurt when a firecracker mis- 
fied and hit tnem during the opening ceremonies of the locos Region Athletic 
Association (РАА) meet here on Monday. Police sad a lighted kwitis (skyrocket) 
hit the group of Grace Aquino, 16; Noela Jane Mendoza, 14; Juanito Gamay Jr., 4 
12; and Joanne Agne, 14; while they were watching the lighting of the IRA 
friendship шт. Reports said the sparks from the exploding firecracker hit Aquino 
in the nape and right ear, Gamay in the chest and Agne in the left eye. А team from 
the Philippine National Red Cross gave them first ald treatment before they were 
taken to а hospital. Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, РО! Northern Luzon Bureau 


Security exec, prof killed 1 
COTABATO CITY—A security agency manager and a college professor were sep- 
arately killed here Monday night. Senior Insp. Samson Obatay, police station 2 — , 
thie, identifed the first victim as Мале Polinario, 40, a professor ofthe Univers 
of Mindanao-Cotabato College. Obatay said the victim was heading for home 
from the office in a jeep when one of the passengers pulled a gun and shot her. 

An hour later, Rolando Mendoza, manager of Heaven Security Agency, was shot 
dead by still unidentified gunmen along De Mazenod Avenue. Police said Men- 
‘oza was sending text messages toa friend when two men approached him from 
behind and shot him in the Edwin Fernandez, PD! Mindanao Bureau 


Free phone lines for cops 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Bayen 
Telecommunications (Bayantel) has 
provided free telephone lines to at least 
ix police precincts here and another 
‘one for the office of the city police direc- 
tor to heip authorities become more ef- 
ficient in maintaining peace and order. 
Rey Burgos, head of Bayantefs Cus- 
tomer Access Network, said providing 
free telephone connection to the city 
police is part of the company's effort to 
fulfil ts corporate social responsibilty. 
Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


NPA couple yields 
LUCENA CITY—A couple, both allegedly ranking members of the 
communist New People's Army operating in Orlental Mindoro, sur- 
rendered to the government over the weekend, the military's South- ; 
ern Luzon Command based in Camp Nakar announced. Solcom chief} 
Lt. General Pedro Cabuay Jr. identified the couple rebel returnees ast 
Genesis “Ka Sebastian" Castillo 25, and Sharon "Ka Maureen" Mati- ; 
bag. 23. Both were included in the military's order of battle. The mil- 
itary report said Castillo was a member of the Communist Party of 1 
the Phillppines-NPA provincial committee and political officer of the] 
NPA armed propaganda squad In the Bulalacao-Mansalay area. Mat- 
ibag was identified as the logistics officer of the CPP-NPA in Orien- 
tal Mindoro. The report added that the couple's surrender was facili- 
tated by the joint operation of the Army's 68th Infantry Battalion in- 
telligence operatives under First Lt. Christian Cabading and the 
Joint AFP-PNP Civil Relation Company based іп Mindoro. 

Delfin Mallari Jr. РО! Southern Luzon Bureat 


y 
Aguinaldo birthday today | 


THE 137th birth anniversary of 
General Emilio Aguinaldo, presi- 
dent of the First Philippine Repub- 
lic, will be commemorated today 
during rites at his mansion in Kaw- 

it, Cavite. A civic parade, flag rais- 

ing and wreath-offering have been 

lined up for tha day. The parade 

starts at7 a.m. at the Josephine's 

Restaurant in Panamitan, Kawit and 

end at the Aguinaldo Shrine, ac- 

cording toa news release. 
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MAKING FACES 


held by the Department of Education in t 


| Two girls belonging to the Tagkaulo tribe of Malita, 


lage. 


Davao del Sur appear to be amazed at each other's faces as they start classes being 


DENNIS PY SANTOS POI MINDANAO BUREAU 


Kin seek return of body of OFW killed in Saudi 


LUCENA CITY—THE FAMILY OF 
an overseas Filipino worker who 
was killed in a road accident in 
Saudi Arabia last month has ap- 
pealed for government help for 
the immediate return of his 
body. 

“We have already spent the tra- 
ditional nine-day prayers, and 
are nearing the customary 40-day 
bereavement and yet the body of 
our son is still nowhere, still in his 
lonesome place in a far away 
land,” Simeona Mazon, mother of 
Arnold, 22, said in a phone inter- 
view. 

"Why do we have to wait for 
so long? We were told that the. 
Philippine Embassy in Saudi 
Arabia is still completing the 
papers. But for how long will 
we wait and end our torment,” 
she said crying and her voice 


cracking. 

The Mazons live in Mulanay 
town in the Bondoc Peninsula 
area. 

On Feb. 23, the young OFW 
was run over by a speeding car 
being driven bya Saudi national, 
while he was crossing the street 
in front of a pizza restaurant 
where he was working in Ri- 
yadh. 

He died on the spot. 

Simeona said the suspect was 
later arrested by the police. 

Arnold left for Saudi Arabia 
on Nov. 29 last year to help his 
parents 

He applied at the Pisces re- 
cruitment agency іп Sucat, 
Parafiaque Ску In exchange for a 
P20,000 placement fee, he was 
able to get employment as a ser- 
місе crewman of Pizza Inn being 


managed by United Food Corp. 
with a salary of P12,000 to 
Р15,000 а month. 

*Otoy (Arnold's nickname) 
was on duty when he met the ac- 
cident. He was about to cross 
the street when he was bumped 
by the speeding car,” Simeona 
said 

She said her son had been 
making his presence felt in the 
dreams of all family members. 

"He was the eldest of my four 
children. He was so kind and lov- 
ing to all his siblings. We all could 
feel in our dreams that Otoy 
wanted го go home,” Simeona 
said. : 

To ease the pain of losing a 
child and the seeming eternal 
wait for the return of his body, 
Simeona said the whole clan had 
been praying every night and 


holding vigils as they awaited the 
return of Arnold's body. 

"There's always a lighted can- 
dle before the altar to remind us 
of Arnold," she said. 

When the INQUIRER contacted 
the local office of the Depart- 
mentofForeign Affairs, Rommel 
Quisao, its administrative assis- 
tant, said the Philippine Em- 
bassy had been exerting all 
forts for the immediate repatria- 
tion of Arnold's body. 

“There are still some problems 
on the flight details and some re- 
quired documents. But the DFA in 
‘Saudi Arabia is doing its best,” he 
said. 

However, the department 
could not give an exact date on 
theretumofthebody Delfin 
Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon 


Pope extends term of Cardinal 
Vidal as archbishop of Cebu 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—POPE BENEDICT XVI HAS EX- 
tended the tenure of Ricardo Cardinal Vidal as 
archbishop of Cebu in spite of his desire to retire. 
Vidal, who turned 75 in February, said he 
accepted the decision of the Pope with joy. 
"The Holy Father's decision, contained in a let- 
ter sent to Vidal by Papal Nuncio Antonio Franco, 
was read оп Tuesday during the Mass celebrat- 
ing Vidal's 50th anniversary asa priest held atthe 
Metropolitan Cebu Water District auditorium. 
The Mass was attended by hundreds of 
priests from different dioceses in the country, 
including Manila Archbishop Gaudencio Car- 


dinal Rosales and Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines (CBCP) president 
Bishop Angel Lagdameo of lloilo. 

Vidal said he did not know until when he 
would continue to head the Cebu Archdiocese. 

But Msgr. Esteban Binghay, the Cebu Arch- 
diocese's Episcopal Vicar, said that based on 
the letter read by Vidal, the Pope had extend- 
ей his tenure until further notice or until a 
new replacement was named. 

Binghay said priests in Cebu were glad that 
the soft-spoken Vidal would continue to head 
the Catholic Church here. 

Vidal had announced during his 75th birth- 
day on Feb. 6 that he had already filed his re- 
tirement paper. 


na 


DAR prepares 
to take over 


co-op property 
over P17-M loan 


By Juan Escandor Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


BULA, CAMARINES SUR—THE 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
is preparing to take over а 460- 
hectare property of an agrarian 
reform community that has 
been organized into a coopera- 
tive, according to a government 
lawyer. 

Ramon SG. Cabafes Jr, 
DAR-Camarines Sur legal divi- 
sion chief, said the Pecuaria 
Development Cooperative Inc. 
(PDCD, composed of more 
than 100 farming families, 
would be forced to turn over 
the contested property to the 
government once the court lift- 
ed the temporary restraining 
order (TRO) on foreclosure 
proceedings that should have 
been completed in December 
last year. 


Failed to pay 

Cabafies said the PDCI failed to 
pay the Development Bank of the 
Philippines (DBP) a P3-million 
debt acquired on May 17, 1993. 
‘The amount has ballooned to P17 
million. 

The loan was taken from the 
DAR's Special Projects Agro-In- 
dustrial Area Funds channeled 
through the DBP 

Cabafies said foreclosure pro- 
ceedings on the PDCI property 
had been stalled because of a 
court order that the cooperative 
obtained on Dec. 27, 2005, а day 
before the scheduled auction 
sale. 


Stalling 

Following the issuance of the 
TRO, the PDCI, through its 
counsel Gina Ballebar, coun- 
tered by filing a civil case 
against the DAR and the DBP 
that sought to annul the deed of 
assignment. 

Court records showed that 


the PDCI argued that it could 
not be made to pay the DBP 
loan because the transaction 
was entered into by a group 
called the People's Coalition 
for Unity and Agrarian Reform 
Program (Pecuaria) and not by 
the PDCI. 

Ballebar submitted in court 
the argument that Pecuaria 
and the PDCI were “separate 
and distinct" and that the loan 
was not authorized by the со- 
operative. 


No authority 

The loan was entered into 
by a certain Efren Arroyo and 
Alicia Bisenio, Pecuaria presi- 
dent and treasurer, respective- 
ly. 

But Ballebar said Arroyo 
and Bisenio were not autho- 
rized by the PDCI to execute 
an ‘addendum to chattel 
mortgage and the mortgage 
contract,” saying Pecuaria and 
the PDCI were one and the 
same entity. 

Apetition filed in court on Nov. 
29, 2005 said that without a 
board resolution issued by the 
PDCI giving authority to Pecuaria 
aswell as Arroyo and Bisenio, ће 
mortgage executed by the 
Pecuaria and signed by Arroyo 
and Bisenio was void from the 
start. 


Same entity 

Debunking the argument of 
the PDCI counsel, Cabafies 
said records of the Cooperative 
Development Authority 
showed that Pecuaria and 
PDCI were just one entity and 
that Arroyo and Bisenio were, 
duly armed with Board Resolu- 
tion No. 04 in 1993 that autho- 
rized them to execute the 
mortgage contract. 

The petition of the PDCI to an- 
nul the mortgage contract is still 
pending in court. 
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC : 


THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT (DBM) 
WISHES TO INFORM THE PUBLIC THAT IT DOES NOT ALLOW 
ANY PUBLIC OR PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL TO FACILITATE FUND 
RELEASES. 


IT HAS COME TO OUR ATTENTION THAT INDIVIDUALS CLAIMING 
TO HAVE LINKS WITH THE DBM OFFER THEIR SERVICES FOR A FEE 
TO EXPEDITE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS 
(DPWH) RELEASES AND THE MONETIZATION OF THE P17.5 BILLION 
WITHHELD INTERNAL REVENUE ALLOTMENT (IRA). 


THE DBM EARNESTLY ASKS THE PUBLIC TO BE VIGILANT AGAINST 
THESE UNSCRUPULOUS PEOPLE AND TO IMMEDIATELY REPORT 
THEM TO THE DEPARTMENT. 


THE DBM HAS EFFICIENT SYSTEMS AND PROCEDURES IN PLACE 
FOR THE RELEASE OF FUNDS. THE PUBLIC NEED NOT SEEK 
ASSISTANCE FROM ANYONE. 


THE DBM DOES NOT AND WILL NOT AUTHORIZE ANY PERSON TO 
EXPEDITE FUND RELEASES FOR WHATEVER PURPOSE. 


(Sgd.) ROLANDO G. ANDAYA, JR. 
Secretary 
Department of Budget and Management 
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Donations keep 
coming in for 
Guinsaugon 


By Jani Arnaiz ers were coursed through differ- 
PDI Visayas Bureau ent NGOs (non-government or- 
ganizations), like the Red Cross,” 
MAASIN CITY—DONATIONS CON- said Lerias. 
tinued to рош in for victims of the She said only 350 housing 
Guinsaugon landslide, which left units were needed for the sur- 
over 1,000 people dead, nearly а vivors. "But with the donations 
month since it happened. that are pouring in, we can build 
Most of the donations are in atleast 1,000 units for ће evac- 
kind, particularly housing units ees from other barangays.” 
for the survivors and evacuees ‘The other evacuees came from. 
from other villages considered ge- Guinsaugon’s neighboring vil- 
logically hazardous by the Mines lages of Hinabian, Magatas, Su- 
and Geosciences Bureau. gangon, Ayahag, and Nueva Es- 
Other donations are in the peranza. Local officials have 
form of scholarships for the sur- asked residents living along the 
viving minors, said Southern slopes of these barangaysto leave 
Leyte Gov. Rosette Lerias. as they were also at risk of be- 
‘The governor said the province coming victims of landslides, par- 
ано received cash donations ticularly because Mt. Kan-abag 
amounting to P5.2 million and had remained unstable. 
$20,360. She said the $20,000 “If the donations from benevo- 
cash donated by the Korean lent donors keep overflowing, 
Church Relief Team (KCRT) had there is a chance that other land- 
been set aside for housing units  slide-threatened municipalities ња 
for the survivors, The group, she m the province, like Liloan, San | VIZCAYA MINING ISSUE нимнендеконсонтивоток ^] 
said, wanted the amount used Francisco, Bontoc, Sogod and | Нирао tribal leaders from Barangay Di io in Kasibu town hold a thanksgiving ritual in front of the Bayombong Cathedral ir. Nueva 
solely for the construction of Macrohon, even Maasin City, Vizcaya after the filing of a petition seeking to stop an Australian firm fram mining in the province. К 
about 30 houses. would benefit from these dona- - —————— —— - ———— or 
“We have been transparent in tions," esa " 
our dealings with the donations. ^ She added that “Oplan Kina- ë h : : 
шаша к е шше mus ons: TOY asked: Charge mayor in publisher's slay., 
all were receipted. The donors last week to monitor the victims’ 4 
would not have trusted us if we rehabilitation, would coordinate 
have been remiss with it," said with St. Bernard's “Tabang St. Ву Tonette Orejas Mayor Jaime Ylarde as the “mas- of Chief State Prosecutor Jovenci- consider the statement of witness, 
Lerias in reaction to queries Bernard,” in undertaking the  PDICentralluzon Desk termind.” toZufio. Roy Canaria who claimed tha 
about the donations. — " housing project. Nenita Mendozaand Rosebelle Тһе motion, received by the Bobong Bautista, identified as j 
She said that aside from the St. Bernard Mayor Maria Lim CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— Cruz, sister and daughter, respec- DOJ on March 1, came after Se- right hand man of the mayor, 
goods, these were all the cash the said а 5.7-hectare lot had been Relatives of a publisher killed in tively, of Starline Times Recorder nior State Prosecutor Emmanuel called up Canaria to say, “Dont 
Z rovince received. "Other dona. acquired in Barangay Magba- Aurora on May 10, 2005 have publisher Philip Agustin, made Velasco excluded Ylarde from make noise about this because, 
Hons went directly to the local gakay for P3 million, which came asked the Department of Justice the appeal in a motion for recon- the charges due to lack of evi- you know how Daning Almuerg 
government of St. Bernard. Oth- from cash donations to charge and name Dingalan sideration they filed at the office dence. works.” А 
‘Velasco, however, recommend- They told the prosecutor 


: - ә ed the further investigation of that Almuete was Bautista’s, 
BEST eu Ylarde and other suspects to the "hit man doing dirty jobs for. 


| А Mayor Ylarde." They gave Ve; 
BUY e 1 8 Я i lasco a copy of an arrest wat 
P" 1 T { rant for Almuete for апоћер 

. Philips Flat TV with Ambilight ч к 5 5 “ 


k Ylarde welcomed a new inves- murder case. 
| Enoy the utimate viewing expenence as Ambiight and Pixel Pus 2 elevate picture tigation into his alleged involve- — In support of the testimony, 
| «айу wo anew level Unprecedented viewing confer the latest Plasma Olay [E ment in the murder but strongly of accomplice-turned witnass" 
Technology and а stunning design to enbance your interior á denied having a role in it, much Reynaldo Morete, Mendoza 
less masterminding it. and Cruz also gave copies, of, 
The relatives of Agustin he daily time records showing, 
said, were allowing themselves to that the three men. charged 
be used by his political oppo- with the murder were town, 
nents government employees and di 
Tn their motion, Mendoza and rectly supervised by the mayor, 
Cruz cited several reasons Ylarde Ylarde's signatures were аб, 
should be made to primarily ac- fixed in their records, the 
count for the killing. copies showed. ; 
They said Арип exposé on Ylarde confirmed that ШЕ 
alleged anomalous transactions, three suspects used to work at the 
which Starline reported in its town government but pointed 
May 2-8 special issue, prompted out that he did not maintain a pri} 
a hostile reaction from the may- vate army. ? 
ог Councilor Shiela Taay, in the 
Cruz also attested that two of motion submitted by Agustin 
the three accused, Nilo “Boyer” relatives, said that a day beforé 
Morete and Manuel Alday, were Agustin’s murder, the mayor’ 
seen monitoring their house called her to his office. ч 
since her father began publish- There, she said, he expressed" 
BEFORE: P34998000 ing the exposé. his anger over Agustin's stories! 
NOW: P329,980.00 à Mendoza and Cruz said and how these had been ruin. 
RU rco E Ylarde, a former town police ing his reputation. She said bel 
[evo MEI ME | chiefand vice mayor, "hastheca- fore she left the room, the ma 
pability to order the execution of or warned that his спие 
Agustin.” should better “be tough and 
‘Velasco, they added, should strong." » 


Loren says she'll work 
for legit president — . 


за 


BAGUIO CITY—FORMER SEN. tal, which were never opened. 
BEFORE: F24558000 Loren Legarda said she would [This meant that] these were the 
NOW: P299,980.00 i NOW: P229,980.00 > only work for a “legitimate authentic [returns that were] 


pod mE 22—258 renum É : president” should she win in never counted ... and these were! 


NOW: P28,990.00 
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кН ai teint arena Prina ентот her protest contesting results of from provinces where [actor Ter? 

жне жаннан the vice presidential race in nando Poe Jr] and 1 supposedly 

"т А = 2004. lost," Legarda said here on Tues? 

* * Nm due Legarda said the latest ex- day 

4 4 posés about election officials — "When these were opened b 

2 prefabricating election returns fore our very eyes, these [re^ 

f^ could explain Vice President turns] showed a 70:30 margin fih 

4 Noli de Castro's 2 percent our favor,” she said. ы 

re = (800,080 votes) lead in the Legarda said she is also not, 

EL K 2004 count and might well al- worried about military reactioif 

E EP NOW: P25,960:00, NOW: P17,888.00 low her to claim the vice presi- should the court allow her to as? 

dential post. sume the vice presidency or evelf 

‘Sora d Nad. But she said she did not know ће presidency if Ms Arroyo stepi 

Eon what kind of working relation- down. M 

» | ship she would have with Presi- She said military rebels did 

| dex Macapagal-Arroyo, whom not mount coups against former 

| She accused ofcheating alongside President Corazon Aquino and" 

| De Castro. Ms Arroyo because they werd! 

е б "Thar's a difficult question, women. E 

HORE: pioono BEFORE: P 559000 BEFORE: P5190900 а a > 

NOW:P8,990.00 ace NOW: P5,690.00 NOW: P4,790.00 cree | Maybe I shouldn't answer you — "Rightist rebels attacked. iif 

| 


ој pou Ds O FREE „.. L will work with legitimate- 1989 because democracy was 

Ge отно оној DID V СО Pag ch перене Ser S Cond AD en 2013 CO одн COR COR РА. iy elected presidents,” she fragile during Согу5 тегт 

Soiree nd еннен: said. while military unrest today can 

секун кшиечити | "The Supreme Court has been be traced to questions about 

asse ДЗ deliberating en banc asthe Presi- [Ms Arroyo's] legitimacy. The 

dential Electoral Tribunal on al- military is not chauvinist, I am 4f 

| leged fraud committed by De lieutenant colonel [in the ret 
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Castro's camp during the 2004 serve force] so I would like tà 
polls believe the military is not [chau 
“Wewereabletoreclaimsome vinisr]"shesaid. Vincent 
electoral returns [from] South- Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzorii 
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1,000 flee 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—MILITARY OPERA- 
tions against communist New People's 
Army (NPA) rebels in the past two weeks 
have sent over 1,000 people fleeing from 
their homes in at least four hinterland 
villages in Samar province, a nongovern- 
‘ment group based here reported. 
Clashes and NPA attacks were also re- 
ported yesterday in Zamboanga del 
Norte, Misamis Occidental and Bataan. 
Jasmin Jerusalem, executive director 
of the Leyte Center for Development, 
said 98 families or 588 people from three 
farming villages in Motiong, Samar, had 
sought refuge in a public elementary 


Anakpawis leader tags 


Frompage Al 

that security forces were behind the 
wave of attacks around the country that 
have killed more than 100 activists or 
their relatives since 2001. 

Malacafiang pledged to act on the 
killings. 

"There is a standing order for the (po- 
lice) to act on these killings of militant lead- 
cers and to identify and arrest the culprits,” 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said. “We 
cannot allow this murder trend to under- 
mine peace and order. We assure the fami- 
lies of the victims that no stone will be left 
untumed in the conduct of the probes." 

‘The critically wounded Amante Abe- 
lon, coordinator for Anakpawis in Zam- 
bales, did not give any names but said 
one of the gunmen was "familiar" to 
him, according to initial investigation. 

Abelon, 40, gave the information to 
investigators before he was wheeled in- 
to the operating room shortly after the 
attack on Monday, two sources in the 
police force told the Inquinex. 

‘Abelon’s wife, Agnes, and S-year-old 
son were killed when gunmen opened 
fire while the Abelons were riding on a 
motorcycle in Castillejos town. 

Abelon, a barangay councilman in 
the Zambales town of San Marcelino 
and vice chair of the Alyansa ng Mag- 
bubukid sa Gitnang Luzon (AMGL) 
provincial chapter, was described by 
doctors as being in stable condition. 

Heis being treated at the James L. Gor- 
don Memorial Hospital in Olongapo City. 

Dr Armando Cepeda said Abelon 
was not completely out of danger as he 
had sustained at least 14 bullet 
wounds, one of them in the chest. 

Abelon was among the latest victims 
of the attacks on militants. On Sunday, 
Bicol University student Cris Hugo was 
shot dead in Legazpi City in Albay while 
walking home with a professor. 

‘Several policemen are guarding Abelon 
in the hospital to preempt any attempt by 
his attackers to finish him off, officials said. 
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homes to escape AFP-NPA clashes in Sam 


school and in relatives’ homes in Baran- 
gay Calapi, 17 km from the town center. 

In the nearby town of San Jose de Buan, 
about 100 families or 600 individuals from 
Barangay Hagbay are now housed at the 
municipal hall, Jerusalem said. 

Military authorities have identified 
Motiong and San Jose de Buan as among 
the “hotbeds” of communist insurgency 
inthe province. 

The INQuium yesterday tried to reach 
Maj. Gen, Bonifacio Ramos, head of the 
Army's 8th Infantry Division based in Cat- 
balogan, Samar, to verify the development 
agency's report. He did not respond to mo- 
bile phone calls and text messages. 

Col. Jefferson Umandam, spokesperson 
of the Central Command based in Cebu 


Lt. Col. Felipe Anotado, commander of 
the Army's 24th Infantry Battalion, said he 
would investigate allegations that soldiers 
could have been involved in the attack. 

Anotado said his troops in Zambales 
were based only in Palauig town. Oth- 
ers were stationed in Bataan and a few 
in Bulacan, he said. 

AMGL chair Joseph Canlas said his 
group suspected the military specifical- 
ly soldiers under Maj. Gen. Jovito Pal- 
paran Jt, of being behind the incident. 

"This is the handiwork of the men of 
General Palparan. We could not think of 
anyone who has the motive to single out 
leaders and members of Anakpawis, AMGL 
and other progressive organizations for liq- 
uuidation,” Canlas said on the phone. 

Anakpawis Rep. Rafael Mariano gave 
reporters a purported military "Order of 
Battle” against the Left to show that the 
administration was on the warpath. 

Besides Mariano, on the supposed 
list were Kilusan ng Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas leaders Danilo Ramos and 
Randal Echanis. It also named 
Anakpawis and Bayan Muna leaders 
Dominador Malicay, Antonio Flores, 
Siegfred Deduro, Richard Sarozza, 
Julius Mariveles and Joey Javier. 

The attack on the Abelons brought to 
20 the number of victims of extrajudicial 
killings in Central Luzon from January to 
March 20 this year, the AMGL said. 

An Armed Forces spokesperson said 
the military had anticipated they would 
be blamed for the attacks. 

"It is normal. Every time something 
happens to militant leftists the blame is 
put on the military" AFP spokesperson 
Brig. Gen. Jose Нопгадо said. 

"But (we've said) over and over again, 
if (they) have the proof, bring them to 
‘court and the Armed Forces hierarchy is 
more than willing to let that soldier face 
the full force of the law” Honrado said. 

"What I would like to suggest is, let 
the police do their job. Let them investi- 
gate [first] rather than throw accusa- 


City, also failed to answer mobile phone 
calls and text messages. 

Jerusalem said her group on Tuesday 
conducted food relief operations for the 
evacuees. In Motiong, 37 families or 222 
persons left their homes in Barangay San 
Andres; 31 families or 186 persons in 
Biri, and 30 families or 180 persons in 
Santo Nifio. 

Soldiers of the Army's 34th Infantry 
Battalion led by Col. Glorvida Dida and 
based in San Jorge town, also in Samar, 
have been conducting counterinsurgen- 
cy operations in these villages, she seid. 

"The people are afraid to return to their 
villages for fear of their lives. They could 
not resume their daily and normal activities 
for fear that they will be affected by the on- 


tions leftand right.” 

‘The controversial Palparan has said 
he does not need to show evidence to 
prove links between the New People's 
Army and some leftist groups. 

Last November, he and Army chief Lt. 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon told re- 
porters they believed Bayan Muna par- 
ty-list Representatives Satur Ocampo 
and Teodoro Casifio and a provincial 
Bayan Muna official were supporters of 
the Communist Party and the NPA. 

Palparan said at the time that he was 
not after building a legal case against 
the three Bayan Muna officials. 


Strong links 

"The evidence may not be enough. But 
we have to put out the information to the. 
public,” Palparan said, adding that fling 
court cases would only take time. 

"s far as were concerned, yes, theres а 
strong connection between Bayan Muna 
and other militant organizations to the un 
derground moverent...You can see the re- 
lationship even if they deny (И), he said. 

Palparan has been defended by the mili- 
tary leadership against allegations his men 
were involved in atrocities. The other day, 
һе received the Distinguished Service Star, 
the highest military administrative award. 

“So far, we can say that their state- 
ments have no factual basis,” PNP 
spokesperson Senior Supt. Samuel Pagdi- 
lao said, referring to the allegations of the 
militants. “If they have proof, they should 
tum it over tothe police and help us.” 


going military operations by the military" 
Jerusalem told the INQUIRER. 

"While we cannot really deny that there 
is armed conflict going on in the two towns, 
‘operations conducted by the military must 
be done in such a way that civilians will not 
be affected or disturbed,” she added. 

Earlier, about 2,000 people fled ће vil- 
lages of Trojillo, J.E. Santos, Kalantiao, Е. 
Duran and Santander in Bobon town, 
Northern Samar, on March 6 for fear of be- 
ing caught in the crossfire between gov- 
emment soldiers and NPA members. They 
stayed at the municipal hall. 

Vicky Datu, Bobon's local operations 
officer, said the evacuees had returned to 
their homes on March 15. 

On Monday, an NPA group clashed with 


Army man in ambush 


“Aren't they also capable of doing it 
to their own people?” Pagdilao added, 
referring to the killing of hundreds of 
cadres suspected of being spies during 
the communist purge of the 1980s. 


Search for missing 

Unfazed by the continuing violence, a 
team from the Association of Major Reli- 
gious Superiors of the Philippines and 
four Church-related institutions has 
launched a search in Aurora province for 
Joey Estriber, a missing social worker. 

Estriber, a program officer of Bataris 
(Bahay Talakayan para sa Rekon- 
suksyon at Ikauunlad ng Sam- 
bayanan) and secretary general of the 
Multi-Sectoral Action Group of Aurora, 
was abducted on March 3. 

Estriber anchored a radio program 
onthe environment. 

‘The Church mission will also look 
to the reported growing military pres- 
ence in Aurora. 

In Bohol, militant farmers called for 
the pullout of the military detachment of 
the 15th Infantry Battalion. 

Farmers belonging to the Hugpong sa 
mga Mag-uumang Bol-anon suspected 
the military was responsible for the 
killing of peasant leader Nestor Aranqui 
in Bohol on March 7. 

‘Arangui was killed by motorcydé-riding. 
meninthe publicmarket. With reports 
from Dona Pazzibugan, Luige A. del Puer- 
to, Michael Lim Ubac, and Jhunnex Na- 
pallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 


na 


а military patrol for 10 minutes in Barangay 
Siolan in Godod, Zamboanga del Norte, re- 
sulting in one soldier being Killed, accord- 
ing to Brig. Gen. Eugenio Sedo, head of the 
Army's Ist Army Infantry Division. 

In Misamis Occidental, about 15 
rebels disguised as soldiers entered a po- 
lice station in Sapang Dalaga town at 
5:15 p.m. on Monday, disarmed four po- 
licemen and took at least five M-16 rifles 
and three handguns, said Chief Supt. 
Florante Baguio, Northern Mindanao po- 
lice chief. — With reports from Dennis 
Baguio, Hernan dela Cruz and Aquiles 
Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau; Greg Re- 
fraccion, PDI Central Luzon Desk; and 
Nestor Burgos Jr. and Jhunnex Napal- 
lacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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GMA rues her liaison with Reds 


From page Al 

‘Teddy Casifio and Satur Ocampo that they 
were part of a meeting where Ms Arroyo al- 
Jegedly talked with five generals a year before 
Edsa Il, the people power revolt that ousted 
Estrada in January 2001. 

‘The party-list representatives disclosed this 
detail as police have sought to arrest them for 
allegedly conniving with military officers in 
the aborted Feb. 24 coup. 

Bunye did not address this charge in the 
statement. 

Instead, Bunye pointed out the President's 
efforts in forging a peace pact to end the com- 
 munist insurgency. 

“She even launched peace negotiations 
with the NDF (National Democratic Front) in 
a bid to reconcile with the revolutionary Left, 
to no avail They were never serious for 
peace," Bunye said. 

“Now, the tide has completely changed,” he 
said. 

Peace talks have been suspended partly as a 
result of the inclusion of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines and the New People’s Army 
in the list of terrorist organizations being mon- 
itored by the US and European governments. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Michael Defen- 
sor scoffed at the party-list representatives 
insistence that Ms Arroyo could be held liable 
for rebellion for conspiring with them to oust 
Estrada. 

‘At that time, Ms Arroyo was Vice President 
while Estrada was on trial in the Senate on 
charges of bribery, corruption, betrayal of the 
public trust and culpable violation of the Con- 
stitution, 


Legal move 

But Defensor said Ms Arroyo back then was 
engaged in a “legal” move and her actions 
were "within the democratic space” and were 
done “alongside with several civil society or- 
ganizations.” 

"Its different from the armed takeover be- 
ing hatched by the Left and Right,” he said. 

Defensor said Edsa П was “different from 
what is transpiring now." 

“Edsa TI was a people-led revolution. The peo- 
ple were there first and later on the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines came in, not as individ- 
ual generals but the entire institution, saying that 
‘we are withdrawing support from Erap,” he said. 

"Now, you see the military leading the cam- 
paign for a military takeover and wanting a 
civilian component to join them to complete 


t к к 


the formula or ingredient of a coup d'etat ora 
military uprising,” Defensor said. 


Not sleeping with enemy 

Like Defensor Rep. Antonio Cuenco 
(Lakas-CMD, Cebu City) defended Ms Arroyo, 
saying she did not sleep with the enemy when 
she talked to leftist leaders in 2000. 

“She was making consultations. That 
doesn’t spell conspiracy but tells about a vice 
president doing her duty to consult with all 
sectors for any eventuality.” Cuenco said. 

Cuenco, chair of the House committee on 
foreign affairs, downplayed efforts by mili- 
tant lawmakers to link Ms Arroyo to the 
movement to oust Estrada. 

He said the photos presented Monday to 
the media by Ocampo showing Ms Arroyo 
with him and other militant leaders at the 
height of the protests calling for Estrada's 
ouster “provide no basis for the conspiracy 
story they are now trying desperately to raise 
against the President.” 

In one of the photos taken Оп Nov. 16, 
2000, at St. Theresa's College in Quezon City, 
the then Vice President was seated between 
Ocampo and Crispin Beltran, now Anakpawis 
representative and one of the six party-list 
lawmakers charged with rebellion by the Ar- 
royo administration. 


Linking arms with Beltran 

In the other photo, against a red backdrop 
emblazoned with the word “Oust,” she had 
linked arms with Beltran, then Kilusang Mayo 
Uno chair, and other KMU leaders during а 
separate dialogue between her and the Work- 
ers Alliance Against Егар (WAGE). 

Ocampo had said that the then Vice Presi- 
denthad agreed to support the 20-point agen- 
da under a post-Estrada scenario, with Ms Ar- 
тоуо as the constitutional successor. 

‘But there was no mention of any statement 
quoting Ms Arroyo as urging the militant 
groups to oust Estrada, Cuenco said. 

“Satur himself said the meeting was to for- 
mulatea reform agenda to be implemented in 
case Erap (Estrada) is removed from office," 
said Cuenco. 

“It was not her fault that she had to take 
over from Estrada after he stepped down from 
office since that was part of her constitutional 
mandate. How can that be considered rebel- 
lion?" the lawmaker said. Reports from Gil С. 
Cabacungan Jr, Christine О. Avendaño and 
Michael Lim Ubac 


М 


vs2221 


мватат 


FXeo21 


"аво available in black 


AHS 2021 


Ansas ме 


True Entertainment. 


MANILA Tei не 724 
CEBU Tei. м 


gie gta te 


AHP 712 


лнезагиов АНБ вог AHS sozi 


LJ 


втв! 


Регїесї Ехрегїепсе 


соте and see our products at the 37th BPI INSTALLMENT MADNESS ) 
чи Glorietta Activity Center from March 15 to April 2, 2006 


www.alteclansing.com 


OUSTED PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA 
said yesterday he has been notified by an 
‘American court that US authorities һай 
bugged his telephone conversations with 
a former FBI analyst charged with illegal- 
ly revealing US government secrets. 

Estrada has previously acknowledged 
receiving American government assess- 
ments of Philippine political events from 
Leandro Aragoncillo, who has been ac- 
cused of illegally downloading confiden- 
tial US information and passing it to oth- 
er people while working as an FBI intelli- 
gence analyst. 

Estrada told The Associated Press he has 
received a notice from a New Jersey court, 
which informed him that some of his tele- 
phone conversations with Aragoncillo had 
been viretapped by US authorities, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


The notice indicated that the wire- 
tapping, done in the course of investi- 
gating Aragoncillo, was authorized by 
the New Jersey court, Estrada said. 
There was no indication that he was 
being investigated by US authorities, 
he added. 

"The notice said that my telephone 
calls with Aragoncillo were wire- 
tapped," Estrada said in a telephone in- 
terview. "The wiretapping was autho- 
rized by the court.” 

Michael Drewniak, spokesman for 
the US Attorney's Office in Newark, 
New Jersey, has refused to comment on 
wiretapping, which was first reported 
by the InguineR. 

“Even if that were so, I would not com- 
ment ont,” he said last week. 


ragoncillo, a 21-year Marine veter- 
ап who became an FBI intelligence an- 
alyst in 2004, was arrested in the US 
last year. He has been charged with 
conspiring to reveal government se- 
crets, acting as a foreign agent and im- 
properly using FBI computers. Those 
charges сапу a maximum sentence of 
25 years. 

He has not been charged with espi- 
onage, which carries a maximum penalty 
of capital punishment. 

Estrada was toppled on charges of cor- 
ruption in 2001 and has been on trial 
since chen. He was scheduled to take the. 
witness stand today. 

He has acknowledged conversing with 
Aragoncillo by telephone and receiving 
‘US government documents on the politi- 


cal situation in the Philippines, but he 
played down their value, saying the as- 
sessments were similar to those reported 
by Philippine newspapers. 

Asked if he felt offended by the US ac- 
tion, Estrada replied: “My reaction is 
nothing, because even before this, 1 have 
admitted that ve talked with him ... 
(and) that those details were nothing 
more than newspaper accounts of what's 
‘happening in the country.” 

Estrada said he met Aragoncillo when 
he visited the United States while he was 
stil President and was introduced to him 
and other White House staffers of Fil- 
ipino descent. Their friendship blos- 
somed, with Aragoncillo visiting him at 
Malacafiang and the military hospital 
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where he was previously detained. АР ESTRADA 


à Why the silence? 
PCGG asked 


MAVERICK ADMINISTRATION SEN, JOKER AR- 
1 royo yesterday scored the “ominous silence” of 
j the Presidential Commission on Good Govem- 
ment (PCGG) over the plan of businessman Ed- 
ward "Danding" Cojuangco. J to sell Р billion 
worth of contested San Miguel Corp. "B" shares, 
j “Why is the POGG ominously silent about the 
move of Ambassador Cojuangco for permission to 
sell 73 million San Miguel shares that is claimed 
by the government?" Arroyo said in a statement. 

Arroyo said the PCGG should immediately op- 
pose Cojuangcos petition before the Sandigan- 
bayan to sell 73 million SMC shares to pay off the 
loans incurred by 14 coco-levy funded companies. 

"The anti-graft court has set a hearing on the 
case tomorow, The 73 million shares represent 
13.33 percent of the $50 million SMC shares held 
by companies that the government, through the 
РСОС, sequestered in 1986 and 1987. 

“PCGG cannot allow this motion to go unchal- 
enged. Why should San Miguel shares that is be- 
ing daimed by the government be used to pay off 
the Pó-bilion loans of cocodevy corporations?” 
Arroyo said 

DESTINATIONS Nine of the coco levy-funded companies owe 
P5.34 billion in loans to the United Coconut 


Я 4 Planters Bank. Philip C. Tubeza 
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lenders without 
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E MMDA cracks down С 
onQCbarkers /А26:1 


POLICE yesterday raided a house in Ошаро 
‘equipped with a surveillance camera and 
believed to be the center ofa thriving illegal 
drugs trade in the area. A suspect who tried 
to escape was killed in a shootout that 
followed the raid. авионом 


NEC 


Man killed in Quiapo drug bus 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


MANILA POLICEMEN UNCOVERED A 
flourishing drug den in the middle of a 
depressed community in Quiapo, Mani- 
Ja, early yesterday morning, and killed 
a suspect who tried to escape. 

The police said they seized P7.5 mil- 
lion worth of shabu and arrested six per- 
sons inside the two-story house at 14 
Fraternal Street. 

Supt. Romulo Sapitula, Manila Po- 
lice District (MPD) Station 3 chief, 
said his men had to use acetylene 
torches in breaking down the two 
steel doors protecting the small alley 
which led to the street where the al- 


leged drug den was located. 

‘A surveillance camera had been in- 
stalled above one of the doors, allowing 
the drug dealers to spot possible police 
operatives attempting to conduct a raid 
in the area, Sapitula added. 

Police were able to seize three kilos of 
suspected methamphetamine hydrochlo- 
ride or shabu with an estimated street 
value of P7.5 million during the raid. 

They also arrested six persons they 
found inside the house. Jennylyn De 
Leon, 26; Pilar Espinofella, 72; Rosalin- 
da Rosello, 36; Amado Cortez Jr., 49; 
Jaime Maglapit, 38; and Angelito dela 
Cruz, 49, all of Quiapo, Manila, now 
face drug charges. 


Death threats all in family 


By Edson C. Tandoc fr 


with Umale last Thursday when 


four men approached her hus- 


THE WIFE OF ASSASSINATED 
businessman Leonardo Umale 
yesterday said she could recog- 
nize some of the men who killed 
her husband last Thursday. 

Та а phone interview with the 
Iouem, Clarissa said some of 
the suspects "looked familiar." 

But she refused to give further 
details as she expressed fear for 
the safety of a vital witness, her 
children and lawyer. "Our 
lawyers are already getting death 
threats," she said. 

Clarissa added she had also 
asked her two sons to leave the 
city as they, too, had received 
threats. Clarissa and her daugh- 
ter were about to enter the Pearl 


band and shot him at close 
range. 
Ernesto Ganton, who was with 
him, died in the hospital on Sat- 
urday night. 

Clarissa said earlier that apart 
from the four suspects, she also 
saw three others who could have 
acted as lookouts. Eastern Police * 
District 
Charlemagne Alejandrino, the 
head of Task Force Umale, said 
they would look into the possibil- 
ity that there could be more than 
four killers. 

Clarissa had accused Посо5 
Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit Singson” 
as the mastermind of the killing, 
an allegation he had quickly de- 


Umale’s electrician, 


director Chief Supt 


A seventh suspect, 22-year-old Jessie 
Lloyd Salgado, was shot to death after 
allegedly engaging the policemen in a 
shootout. 

“The area is notorious for its drug 
activities,” Sapitula said, adding that 
two MPD operatives were killed dur- 
ing an operation in the area many 
years ago. 

Armed with a search warrant, the po- 
licemen conducted the raid at 4:30 a.m. 
Sapitula said three suspects, including 
Salgado, were able to leave the house 
while the. MPD operatives were break- 
ing down the doors. 

‘MPD director Chief Supt. Pedro Bu- 
laong and Manila Mayor Lito Atienza 


later inspected the house after the raid. 
Ttwas during this time that Sapitula no- 
ticed that one of the rooms on the first 
floor was locked. 

When responding policemen broke 
down the door, they saw two other 
unidentified suspects and Salgado, who 
had apparently gone back to the house. 

‘Thinking that the police had already 
left, the suspects jumped out of the win- 
dow and quickly boarded a boat docked 
inanearby creek. 

Policemen ran after the three, and 
killed Salgado in a shootout that fol- 
lowed, Sapitula said. “We are now trac- 
ing the whereabouts of the other sus- 
pects,” the police official added. 
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4 hurt in Roxas Blvd. 
road mishap /A26 


Plaza Building on Pearl Drive 


BALDNESS? 
Not For Me! 


-William Balliett 
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“I had dry scalp and my hair 
was thinning. It seemed like 
Iwas getting older at a faster 
rate. After going to Svenson, 
‘everybody says | look 10 years 
younger! You, too can look years 
younger when you regain a full 
head of hair. Look at me, l'm 
hoppy, | feel confident and | am 
‘more active than ever. Go to 
Svenson and start looking 
younger ogain!” 
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worry about it. With the Svenson Hair Technology, you 
can live life to the fullest 
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No arrest without 
mission order from BI 


By Leila B. Salaverria submit an intelligence report that allow its operatives to conduct ar- 
& ‘would be used as a basis for the rests based on their own informa- 
“ЕНЕ BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION mission order. tion without first getting a mis- 
(BI) cannot arrest just any for- "We can't just go arresting any sion order from the commissioner 
eigner believed to be engaged in foreigner. We cant move against to ensure that their actions would 
prohibited ventures like small. people without a mission order" be aboveboard. 

Seale lending businesses without Hussin said in a phone interview. “That could be abused if we al- 
2 mission order from the immi- "We have to follow a process be- low everybody to do that,” Hussin 
gration commissioner. cause otherwise, we would be the said. 

2. And before ВІ intelligence op- one subjected to many com- Earlier, BI executive director 
‘iatives can get a mission order, plaints.” Roy Almoro said engaging in re- 
they have to verify а отта! сот. Hussin made the statements tail trade reserved for Filipinos 
„plaint against a foreigner or vali- when asked about the bureau's could be a ground for deportation 
“date tips from informants. response to reports that foreign- among foreigners. 

‘Faizal Hussin, the bureau's іп. ers have been engaging inthe “S- Не added that aliens must fol- 
re chief, yesterday said 6” lending business, wherein the low the requirements of the Retail & ^ 

‚ that BI operatives also conduct borrowers, usually Filipinos, are Trade Liberalization Act, which 
gathering on aliens illegal activi- terest rates. for foreigners who want to engage | p. "=ч ыалын Шш 
ties, after which the operatives Не added that the BI does not їп business in the country. ay. жинин 
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- "Asian Brand Strategy: A 


4 PHILIPPINE MARKETING Crackd i 
New Boardroom own on barkers 
Paradigm" ASSOCIATION NINE barkers were apprehended on major in- 


by Martin Roll tersections in Quezon City over the weekend, 
Author of "Asian Brand the Metropolitan Manila Development Authori- 
Strategy" ty (MMDA) announced yesterday. In а state- 
ment, the MMDA said the barkers—men call 
ing for passengers for jeepneys, buses and FX 
— toxis- were accosted for violating an MMDA 
Building a Culture resolution and a Quezon City ordinance which 
of Innovation prohibits the loading of passengers at illegal 
by Teny Fernandes Terminals. The nine were apprehended at three 
President Ж = intersections along Edsa: Santolan Road, Au- 
AirAsia ammi ng in КА еј 0 Bi 7 тога Boulevard and Kamias Road, by opera- 
tives of the ММОАЗ Security and Intelligence 
Office (610). They were fined P110 each be- 
"The Brand as the Central tore their release, "We are duty-bound to ra- 
Doersting Principle" naz the trafie problem in Matyo Manil 
estwe be accused of consigning the riding 
by Joerg Breuer pobila to chaos sald MMDA Chair Bayani Fere 
МЕНТ фе nando Tarra V. Quismundo 


Junk shop owner killed 


si ет TWO men shot dead a businessman yesterday 
‘The Art of Innovation’ morning inside his junk shop in Pasig City. 


by Rene Almendras Jose Zafe, 36, died of gunshot wound in the 
President head and body, police reported yesterday. 
Cebu Holdings, Inc. Pasig Cty police chief Senior Supt. Romeo 


МР for Corp. Initiatives 3 h N ational Ma rketi ng Сопѓе гепсе Abaring said they have not yet established апу 


Ayala Land motive behind the killing but investigators told 


the Inouinen that the two men had tried to ex: 
OUD 
" tort money from the victim. Police said Zate 
"Driving Innovations x was in his house on Market Avenue, where he 


к also maintained а junk shop, when the sus- 
thuestment anti Fiscal wh. pects barged inside and allegedly demanded 
by Lorenzo Tan money. When Zafe refused to give them mon- 
ү Lore! а! ву, one of the suspects pulled out a handgun. 
President and CEO The victim was shot twice when he tried to 
Sun Life of Canada grab the firearm, The killers quickly rushed 
ѓ Out of the compound, got on a motorcycle and 
3 fled. Relatives brought Zafe to the Pasig City 
"The Road Ahead 2 - General Hospital where he was declared dead 
for the Philippine E on arrival. Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
Pharmaceutical Industry” ==" ior citi 
by Edwin Feist BY QC cares for senior citizens 
General Manager . QUEZON City has 
Abbott Laboratories Fere oo Went 
heath care provider to 
help the city's elderly 
^ “ protect themselves 
ae Power T Мыш from common ailments 
у Praveen Кеппе lke pneumonia and the 
Managing Director flu. The city's Office for 
Law and Kenneth А Senior Citizens Affairs 
Worldwide + and the Home Health Care, a multi-disciplinary 
group of doctors, nurses, therapists and care- 
Givers, will conduct a series of health lectures and 
New Research Consultations for senior citizens. The HHC will al- 
Techniques in an So offer special rates for vaccines against pneu- 
Innovative Environment moria, hepatis A and B. and tetanus. Free on- 
by Tssa Baron í 3 hes ood sugar leve bond pressure wi а. 
аы зо be available, according to OSCA head Conrado 
9 Buenaventura. The free lectures and consulta- 
tions wil be held in different areas in the city. The 
schedule, however, has yet to be announced 
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Across Borders д | : 
, with А 4 hurt in road mishap 
Ariel Manuel World Class Innovations FOUR passengers of an FX taxi were hurt after the 
Lolodad's ven overturned after hiting an island in Pasay 
City yesterday. The taxi, which was bound for Su- 
Ed Calma cat, Parafiaque City, had just gotten off the Buen- 
Lor Calma Design dia flyover on Roxas Boulevard when it suddenly 
swerved to theleft and hit the center istand. 
j When the driver, Jassierick Soberano, twisted the 
and Rajo Laurel wheel to the right, “this caused the vehicle to turn 


turtle once and land on its eft side,” SPO2 Vic- 
hosted by JJ Roces torino Sabuco told the Іншая. Soberano said he 


Asian Institute of ili i - 1051 control of the van after the brakes malfunc- 
Management Philippine Plaza Hotel, May 18-19, 2006 Mone. The passengers, erin s Miam Do- 
lorosa, Emmines Sampayan, Joseph Felipe and. 
and mo Conference Fees Corazon Torres, were rushed to he San Juan De 

Dios Hospital where they were treated for thelr 

wounds, Dolorosa, he investigator said, frac- 

Early Bird Rate ( up to March 31 ) P7,500 tured her foot. Sabuco added that the driver will. 


Regular Registration (April 1 - Мау 17) P 8,500 be charged with reckless imprudence. 


Jocelyn R. Uy 
On-site Registration (May 18) P10,000 
Navotas summer program 
THE NAVOTAS government has lined up several 
activites to keep tne youth busy this summer 
The project, dubbed Kalinga sa Kabataan, fea- 
tures а free sports clinic and an arts workshop 
from April-May 24, The sports liic offers 
karatedo, taekwondo, aris and swimming 
lessons with instructors rom the Philippine 
aledo Federation. The workshop for acing, 
To register, please contact Tel. 634-4890 or e-mail «philmarketing G pldtdsl.net» Кара end asl drawing аленем willbe 
conducted by instructors and graduates from 
tho Philippine Education Theater Association. "It 
SPONSORED BY : GMA Network - www.yehey.com - Citibank - Audiowav Is one way for everybody, particularly the stu- 
: dents, to spend the summer vacation construc- 
- Megaworld Properties - ANIMO Alternative Communications · Flash Media tively," Mayor Toby Tiangco said. Interested ap- 
i н : рисато may apply at the Public information OF 
BrandLab - Pearl of the Pacific fice In the Navotas Municipal Hal! or contact Jer- 
гу Doringo or Josel Lopez at 2814174 or 
2618602. 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


French unions call for general strike 


PARIS—FRENCH UNIONS AND STUDENT BOD- sector there dei ecg m Meier ced steal erro ере Monday showed that 60 percent of 
Я E stoppages, ter over the law, whi em- ow this is the prime minis- French voters want the law with- 
ies called on Monday for a general strike and Secretary general of United Unions  ployer to fire people under 26 for ters and the Рани ние Вака 
protest marches on March 28 to pressure the gov- хы. Se апу reason during a two-year trial m and ime only approve of it,” Student groups and union lead- 
Y 1 P = te nations protest 1 said. There was no immedi- ers say the CPE would create a gen- 
ernment to withdraw a job law they say will cre- marches over the weekend, Prime Chirac said the CPE showed the ае government reaction to the eration of disposable workers wah 
ate insecurity for a generation of young workers. Minister Dominique de Vilepin has government's willingness to fight suike call. out job security. 
à stood firm on the First Job Contract youth unemployment, which stands Opposition to the law has pro- “Тһе government must have the 
‘pllthetnionsarecaliingtomake ‘The large public sector was ex- (СРЕ) law but also called for dia- at 23 percent in France, more than voked а crisis for Villepin which wisdom to get out of this impasse 
March 28 а day of demonstrations, ресей to join the one-day stoppage logue to improve it. twice the national rate Could harm his chances of running which it has imposed on itself. It 
niles and work stoppages” said in force but it was not immediately Не held meetings with students "Тһе challenge... isto open a for president in 2007 and damage must withdraw the CPE," said a 
Rene Valadon, confederal secretary clear how thestrkewould affectthe and employers on Monday to dis- constructive and confident dia- the ruling UMP party statement by unions after Monday's 
ofthe Force Ouvrière union afera — privatesector | cuss their concerns and promote the logue in this spirit which can al- Opinion polls show his popularity decision, adding that only its with- 
meeting of France's main unions, “п the public sector there will be law. low improving the CPE,” Chirac has siumped in recent weeks anda drawal would open the way to ne- 
Таеп епа highschool groups. a 24-hour strike and in the private French President Jacques Chirac told a news conference with Jor- poll for the BVA organization on 


Australia starts 
cyclone cleanup 


INNISFAIL,  AUSTRALIA—AUSTRALIAS 
northeast coast picked up the pieces on Tuesday 
after a cyclone with winds topping 290 kph 
ripped roofs off homes, decimated the nation's 
sugar and banana crops and uprooted trees. 

“Astonishingly, there were no deaths and only 
some minor injuries as Cyclone Larry one of Aus- 
tralia's most powerful cyclones, left a trail of de- 
struction along 300 km of coast south of the 
tourist center of Caims on Monday moming. 

‘The maximum category five storm may have 
сис raw sugar production by the world's third- 
largest exporter by 500,000 tons, or 10 percent, 
"while about 90 percent of Australia’s banana pro- 
duction was also believed to have been wiped 
out, industry groups said. 

But as emergency services, troops and local 
communities surveyed the damage from Larry 
another storm, Cyclone Wati, was brewing about 
1,000 km east of Cairns at category two strength, 
Australia’s Tropical Cyclone Warning Center said. 

"It is moving towards the west at 20 kph and 
should gradually intensify over the next 24 hours. 
Wati is expected to maintain this track untl 
Wednesday moming when it will slow down and 
remain in offshore waters for the rest of the 
week" the center said on its website, 
wwwbom.govau. эпт pa 

Queensland state Premier Peter Beattie’ said 
the recovery from Monday's cyclone would be 
“Jong and slow" and that it would take time to re- 
store basic services. Hundreds of tarpaulins were 
being delivered to affected areas to make homes 
liveable. 

- Speaking from the sugar-growing town of Inn- 
isfail, just south of Сајт, which took the full 
force of the storm, Beattie praised emergency ser- 
vices and local communities and said delivering 
food, dean water and power generators was a 
priority Reuters 
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The Bachelor of The Master in P. Strategic- зена ош! 
Science in infor jo © information 1 ор executives an 
Information MM CUT Management managere. with ог 
Ё , Program (SIM) is а without ап 
ES MED te (MIM) graduate 2 modularized program background, this 2-year 
( Au и а studios addresses comprising of Business | [. masters in Information 
graduate . . Intelligence and 4j f; Management Executive 
program for { the strong and Knowledge ! Track Program offers 
individuals who $. increasing demand i: Management. ij {1 essential practical 
already posses > ©. forIT and business d Р * jj |? knowledge апа 
n om-41 Tr 9: x Business Intelligence | applications in the 
йет гачы professionals who is а systematic and 1| [. area of Business 
qualifications a can meet the - ethical program for Information 
: i | gathering, analyzing .3 f; Management. 
wish to pursue evolving needs of у; 0 


4 рот and managing 
careers in f. organizations in ће external and internal 13 Entrepreneurs, 


information 3 new economy. - information that can |i; Corporate Managers 
technology. : affect organizational :3 |j; and government 
plans, decisions and officers with or without 
operations. m a college degree are 

encouraged to enroll. 
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Bush won't abandon iraq 
CLEVELAND—President George W. Bush vowed on 
Monday not to abandon Iraq and tried to counter 
fears among Americans that the sectarian violence 
Kiling кад and US troops was spiraling into civi 
war Bush insisted progress was being made but 
said it remained an uphil Бай. "In tne face of con- 
tinued reports about lings and reprisals, I under- 
stand how some Americans have had their conti- 
dence shaken," Bush said. "They wonder what see 
that they dont” Reuters 


Pressure on Belarus leader 
MINSK— Belarussian President Aleander 
Lukashenko faced growing Western criticism Tues- 
day over his cinching of a third term in office as 
protestors campe in the capial resolved to carry on 


—— 


MIM prepares 
future information 
managers providing 


This program 
enables students to 


е Knowledge 
acquire relevant 


1 Management explores i$ The first year fast-track 
concepts and skills ^ p them with an concepts of managing bachelors’ program will 
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in information :: i appropriatelevelof <4 | knowledge and : lay the foundation for 
technology management skills i leveraging intellectual 4 more in-depth exposure 
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i А 5 capital for competitive <4 i$ i 
particularly in .: j; and technical * à j into business 
fighting огап annuiment of presidential election re- d 


рате d advantage. 
suts. The United States, which has called Belarus ехе орша зп 
"Europe's last dictatorship,” sald it "cannot accept as implementing 


management. On the 
second year, to earn, 
Units eamed in the SIM the MIM, participants 
Program can be 5j will work on projects to 
2 credited in the Master Р further sharpen 
fe UL management and 
* Аша Pacific College technical skills. 
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knowledge k 
legitimate the election results and would consider, п enterprise-wide RUE E to ч i 
‘cooperation with European partners, new sanctions 29m У varie d 

оп the hardline regime. AP * information + y 


systems in various organizational 
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ALEXANDRIA, Virginia—An FBI agent testified 5 
Honda athe warned bosses about Zacarias ; 

Маш Т tines before те ep 11 tac, ғ HE ~- 

and raised fears he planned to hijack an airliner. " Ll 

‘Agent Harry Samit, who arrested Moussaoui, also 2 Starts June 5 шй i: Starts June 5 
altus at e arr his superiors сета 

тайдан an ат Па US government 

ryt te flore to aet upon HS warnings 

TF agent was show a memo he sert to РӨ! DOM TE ! 

headquarters in Washington on Aug. 18, 2001, d ; 

рано исл we sen across ofer рат. ou’re invited. Come to our free seminar on 
Шоп. whch eed Moussa fumes 

In the document, Samit warned the Frenchman was 5 Ж je н y 
Tearing how to seer a 747-400 arr, айа Knowledge Management: How Inteligent Organizations Turn Knowledge Into Action. 
реки GPS аидайоп svetem, vas an imi 


fundamentalist, and was armed with small knives Venue: APC Multi-purpose Hall * Date/Time: Wed., April 5, 1 to 4pm 
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Iranian nuclear crisis 

NEW YORK—Top officials from Britain, China, 

France, Germany, Russia and the United States 


fron ome тап шге son es For Inquiries, please call: | 


nian nuclear crisis here Monday but failed to agree on. 


site роди Tow agreed 1o contine mr © 8529670-71 / 8529232 loc.205 or 206 


discussions, including the issue of a Franco-Britsh 

statement now betoro the UN Security Coun that 3 Humabon Place, Magallanes, Makati, 1232 Philippine 
сай on tran to comply with the International Atomic : 852-9670; . " ph * url: www. ри 
ook cen peste to il rl Tels: 852-9670; 852-9671 * email: admissions@apc.edu.ph " ui apc.edu.p 
um enrichment. "The talks were difficult,” largely be- LM — — 
cause of Russian and Chinese objections to the firm " 1 " in n 

stance advocated by the Western powers, said a An educational partnership of ["] Foundation and IBM Philippines 


Western diplomat who asked not to be named. AFP. 
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BAP reinstatement 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE BASKETBALL ASSOCIA- 
tion of the Philippines’ de- 
mand for reinstatement is an 
“old issue being rehashed” and 
the Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee insists it isn’t going to 
give in. 

‘The reaction came yesterday on the heels of 
the BAP announcement Monday that it will fle 
а case against the local Olympic body in the 
Cour of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) this 
month. 

"We are no longer talking about reinstate- 
ment,” said POC media bureau chief Joey Ro- 
masanta, “This issue has already been overtak- 
‘en by events. It has already been overtaken by 
the formation of a new federation.” 

BAP president Joey Lina's claims that the 
POC illegally expelled the 60-year-old cage 
body disappointed POC president Jose "Peping" 
Cojuangco, Romasanta said. 


“talked to him and 
heis dismayed thatan 
old issue is being re- 
hashed,” said Romas- 
anta. "Mr Lina al- 
ready started talking 
with the stakeholders. 
Не already talked 
about forming a new 
[federation]. He was 
actively participating, 
he was not talking 
about reinstatement 
anymore.” 

Romasanta said the 
ВАР "can go wherever they want," 

‘The POC expelled the BAP June last year 

In a statement released yesterday, the ВАР 
claimed that its bid to regain membership is an 
issue the POC hasn't dealt with for months. 

Lina said the POC has yet to follow a Novem- 
ber ruling by a regional trial court that ordered 
the reinstatement of the BAP 

"The POC did not comply with the order,” the 
statement read. “Had the POC complied with 
the court order, then the suspéision on the 


COJUANGCO 


not an option-POC 


Philippines could have been lifted by Fiba, thus 
enabling the Philippines to participate in Fiba- 
sanctioned tournaments." 

‘The РОС is already prepared to seek Fiba's 
recognition of Pilipinas Basketball, the new fed- 
eration backed by four of the five stakehold- 
ers—the PBA, PBL, UAAP and the NCAA. Lina, 
the fifth stakeholder, quit the group. 

“Mr. Lina was almost given a freehand by 
POC to draft the constitution and by-laws,” not- 
ed Romasanta. “As far as the POC is concerned, 
[the group has] to comply with the require- 
ments and the timeline stipulated in the MoU.” 

The Memorandum of Understanding out- 
lined the conditions under which the Fiba sus- 
pension will be lifted. 

“The general assembly will not agree to rein- 
state the BAR” said Romasanta, “For POC to ac- 
cept or expel а new member, you need two- 
thirds of the vote. When BAP was expelled, it 
was not a unilateral decision." 

‘The CAS is an international institution that 
settles sports-related disputes, Based in Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland, it is independent of any 
sports organization composed of 300 arbitra- 
tors from 87 countries 
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of Elorde 
belt for 
Viloria 


AGOLDEN REPLICA 
of the world junior 
lightweight belt which 
the legendary boxing 
champion Gabriel 
"Flash" Elorde won in. 
1960 will be awarded 
toreigning world light 
flyweight champion 
Brian Viloria on Satur- 
дау during the 6th an- 
nual Elorde Boxing 
Awards Night at the 
Dusit Hotel Nikko. 

Viloria and Fighter 
ofthe Year Manny 
Pacquiao are the out- 
standing honorees in 
the annual tribute to 
the country's top fight- 
ers and boxing person- 
alities organized by 
the Elorde clan and 
Johnny Elorde Man- 
agement Internation- 
al 

“Viloria will be 
awarded an exact 
copy ofthe golden belt 
that Flash Elorde wore 
when he beat Harold 
Gomes [of the US] for 
the world junior 

weight champi- 

onship 46 years ago at 
the Araneta Colise- 
um,” said Liza Elorde 
yesterday at the PSA 
Forum at the Pantalan 
Restaurant in Manila 

Elorde knocked out 
Gomes in the seventh 
round of a bruising en- 
counter on March 16, 
1960 before a sellout 
crowd in the Big. 
Dome in Quezon City. 
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PBA PHILIPPINE CUP 


'STANDINGS 
Coca-Cola 
Ginebra 
| San Miguel 
h Alaska 
| Red Bull 
-Purefoods 
Talk'N Text 
! Sta. Lucia 
А01 


GAMES TODAY 
1, (ante совет) 
T 440рл.—йе@Вш | 
|, vs Sta. Luci Really 

E735 pm.—Puretoots 
P vs Barangay Ginebra 
(eee ee 


RED BULL AND STA. LUCIA REALTY HOPE TO 
build on recent victories while Barangay Ginebra 
and Purefoods eye a rebound in the Gran Mata- 
dor Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup today at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

‘Champions in the Fiesta Cup last conference, 
the Bulls shook off the cobwebs that ed to a con- 
ference-opening defeat to the San Miguel Beer- 
теп and defeated the Alaska Aces with their 
trademark running attack. 

"That loss against San Miguel was a wake-up 
call for us,” said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao, “If 
we want to be contenders in this conference, we 
must beat teams at their best.” 


Guidicelli's 
explosive 
comeback 


—— Ó 
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Resurgent Bulls battle Realtors 


"The Realtors ако woke up from a short slum- 
ber and turned back the Air21 Express to begin 
their climb out of a 0-2 pit. Dennis Espino and 
Marlow Aquino were both fired up in that victory, 
with Aquino making up for a lack of fire in set- 
backs against Purefoods and Barangay Ginebra. 
"Wee been developing а new system and if 
you noticed, the team is now more inclined to 
тип the breaks than rely on deliberate play” said 
Sta. Lucia coach Alfrancis Chua. "Actually, we're 
not really looking to win. T just tell them to im- 
prove every game and victories will follow.” 
Enrico Villanueva, Mick Pennisi and ЕЈ Feihl 
are being eyed to anchor a defense that the team 


hopes will fuel its fast-paced offensive flow. 

"We want to put energy on a consistent man- 
ner, defense-wise,” said Guiao, whose Bulls are 
coming off a week's break after beating Alaska. 
“On the offensive end, we're more comfortable 
with the uptempo brand of play” 

Guiao added: “That one-week break was good 
for us. We should relish it because my players are 
already spent after winning the championship.” 

Tn contrast, the Giants will be playing their 
third game in a week that included a trip го Hong 
Kong. Purefoods has lost two in a row, one to the 
Coca-Cola Tigers and the other to the Talk ‘N Text 
Phone Pals during the league's first overseas 
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game ofthe season. 

Kerby Raymundo was his usual fiery self and 
battled the brusque Talk "М Text frontline with 
success before a sellout crowd of overseas Fil- 
ipino workers in the former British territory. 

However, Willie Miller and Jimmy Alapag shot 
the lights out of the Queen Elizabeth stadium, 
paving the way for an 88-66 rout ofthe Giants. 

‘The Kings, on the other hand, were looking to 
protect a clean slate when they faced the Beer- 
men recently but instead ran straight into a San 
Miguel squad that played sharp enough to post a 
77-50 rout that pulled the crowd favorites to solo 
second at 2-1. June Navarro 


Tan nixes Granny 
Goose offer; Sison 
to coach Tortillos 


zaps rivals 


CARMONA, CAVITE—MATTEO GUIDICELLI 
buried the memory of his controversial defeat to 
Michelle Bumgamer last year with an explosive 
victory Sunday in the kickoff leg of the 2006 Shell 
Helix Superkarting Series at the Carmona Circuit. 

Guidicelli, lead driver of the Cebu Racing 
Group who now dons the colors of Alessandra 
Racing, took the checkered flag in the combined 
race forthe premiere Formula 125 and the Rotax 
Max Seniors classes. 

‘The 15-year-old former Karter of the Year bat- 
нед Intelco's Daniel Cleak and Birels Marlon 
Stockinger tooth and nail early in the race before 
pulling away in the 15th lap, where he posted the 
fastest lap time of 44.222 seconds. 

Guidicelli docked 14 minutes and 39.875 sec- 
ondsin the 20-lap, 32-karter race, finishing 1.677 
seconds in front of Cleak. Stockinger settled for 
third place, 2.727 seconds off the pace. 


MATTEO Guidicelli sets the early pace against Daniel Сеак (7) and a trio of Birel drivers, Marion 
Stockinger (33), Ivan Carapiet (9) and Indy Villalon (3) in Sunday's race at Carmona Circuit Phils. 


Sharing the limelight with Guidicelli in the 
combined race were Ysabel Potenciano, Jess Gar- 
cia, Chito Magcalas and newcomer Brian Lim. 

Ysabel, daughter of the multititled Mike Poten- 
ciano, handily topped the Rotax Novice lass over 
runner-up Santiago Go and Kim Manabat. 

Garcia, a native of Cebu, became the first win- 
ner of the new ROK Seniors class over fellow Ce- 
buano Manger Calderon and Toti Turalba. 

Magcalas topped the Veterans class over ехра- 
triate Santiago Garcia and Ricardo Loi, while Lim 


won а dose race with Kaine Gandouco and last 
years Cadet 60 novice champion Vencer John 
Suba to claim the Formula SL plum in the series 
sponsored by Shell Helix, Denso Iridium Power, 
Honda Phils, Eastway Company, Aeromed Am- 
bulance Transport and Yokohama Kart Tires. 

Carmona Mayor Dahlia Loyola graced the open- 
ing ceremonies together with Automobile Associa- 
tion of the Philippines (AAP) chair Mandy Eduque 
and Yoshiki Yoshida, vice president of Philippine 
Auto Components Denso Iridium Power. 


By Calvin Cordova 
Cebu Daily News 


CITING THE SAME REASONS AS 
when he first quit the post, former 
Granny Goose coach Jun Tan has 
denied he is making a retum stint 
with the Tortillos in the coming PBL 
Unity Cup. 

‘The Cebu-based Tan told the Ce- 
во Dany News that he has officially 
tumed down the offer of Granny 
Goose to retum to the squad, 

‘Tan's decision paved the way for 
former Montafia mentor Robert Si- 
son to take over the Tortillos. 

“Much as I want to coach Granny 
Goose again, my business here [Ce- 
bu] would not allow me to do so,” 
said Tan. 

Earlier reports that came out in 
national newspapers said that Tan 
had already accepted his old job. 


“My business here is growing and 
its not practical for me to leave it" 
said Tan, who met with the Granny 
Goose management last week. 
"Thats why I politely beg off to 
coach Granny Goose again and Im 
grateful that the management also 
understood my situation.” 

Тап, however, accepted the offer 
to become the team's consultant. 

Sison, who led Montaña to its 
Jone championship in the 2004 Plat- 
inum Cup, resigned last month 
amid a doud of controversy. 

Тап said he will be working to- 
gether with Sison to help Granny 
Goose achieve a decent finish in the 
upcoming tournaments. 

"Robert told me that he would al- 
so use the system that I implement- 
ed when was still the coach and its 
good because the players would not. 
adjust that much,” said Tan. 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
E-mail Address: Hombox@lto.gov.ph * Website: www. lto.gov.ph 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Republic of the Philippines 


LTO INSIDE WINDSHIELD VALIDATION STICKERS AND 
PLATE YEAR TAGS FOR 2006 


The Land Transportation Office, through the General Funds (Funds 101) 
intends to apply the sum of Ten Million Five Hundred Thousand 
(P10,500,000.00) being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) 
Sf payment for the supply and delivery of 2006 inside windshield 
validation stickers and plate year tags for the use Sectoral Head 
Office and Regional Offices. Bids received in excess of the ABC shall 
be automatically rejected at Bid opening 
The Land Transportation Office now invites Bids from Eligible Bidders 
| for the items. The required delivery schedule will be indicated in the 
| approved Contract. The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in 
Section П of the Bidding Documents, ТВ. 
Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures 
using non-discretionary pass/fail criteria as specified in the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 
9184, otherwise known as the “Government Procurement Reform Act," 
and is restricted to Filipino cilizens/sole proprietorships, organizations 
With at least sixty percent (60%) interest or outstanding capital stock 
belonging to citizens of the Philippines, and to citizens or organizations 
| of a country the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights or 
|. privileges to Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) 
Ў. апа subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (С.А. 138). Only Bids from 
Bidders who pass the eligiblity check will be opened. The process for 
the eligibility check is described in Section II of the Bidding Documents, 
ТВ. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to 
the post-qualificalion stage in order to finally determine responsiveness 
of the bid to technical and financial requirements of the project. The 
|; contract shall then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and 
| Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during the 
post-qualification procedure. 
Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the BAC Sub- 
Committee and inspect the Bidding Documents al the address given 
below from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested 
Bidders from the address below and upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee in the amount of Php 10,000.00, in the form of cash. The Bidding 
Documents shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or 
his authorized representative. 
The Land Transportation Office will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to 
all interested parties on March 22, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. at the LTO-Library, 
East Avenue, Quezon City. 
Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the address below 
‘on or before April 3, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. All bids must be accompanied by 
а Bid security in any of the following form: 


Form of Sacurity Minimum Amount in % of 
Approved Budget for the 
"Contract to be Bld 


Gna percent (1%) 


T. Cash, cerlied check, cashiers 
‘check, manager's check, bank 
Чай ог revocable leer of credit 

2. Bank guarantee 

3. Surely bond 

4. Foreign government guarantee 


TTE] 
‘One hundred porcent (100%) 


Late Bids shall not be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be on April 2006 at 2:00 p.m. at LTO-Library, East 
Avenue, Quezon Cily. Bids will be opened in Ihe presence of Ihe 
Bidders" representatives who choose to attend at the address below. 
Е The Land Transportation Office reserves the right to accept or reject 

any Bid, lo annul the bidding process, and to reject а! Bids al any time 
prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any liability to the 
Affected Bidder or Bidders. 


Land Transportation Office 

Atty. Jimmy G. Pesigan — Chairman, BAC 
East Avenue, Quezon City 

(02) 921-9071 - telefax 


Roberto 8. Se, Chairman - ОС, Property Section 
Property Section, LTO, East Avenue, Quezon Cily 
(02) 8202015 — telefax 


(89d.) ATTY. JIMMY G. PESIGAN 
BAC-Charman 
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Badminton revamp brewing—again : 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


А FEW MONTHS BEFORE THE COUNTRY 
hosts its first internationally sanctioned tourna- 
ment, Philippine badminton is headed for yet an- 
other revamp, one which threatens to derail a re- 
suction progam that has already been put in. 
place. 

‘The shakeup, insiders revealed yesterday 
threatens to leave nothing untouched, including 
the post of new national coach Errol Chan, who 


Espiritu outkicks field in Angeles 


ARMYMAN VICTOR ESPIRITU 
poured it on in the closing laps to 
beat Lloyd Reynante and top the 
third leg in the Philamlife Cycling 
Search Invitational (CSI) Criteri- 
um Race at the Bayanihan Park in 
‘Angeles City over the weekend. 


Failing to 


first two stages, Espiritu dished out 
the form that once made him an 
‘Asian champion, amassing 42 points 
in the 304ар race, including 10 
sprint points, to top the centerpiece 
men'selite and 23-under division, 


authored a roadmap to recovery for a sport that 
has caught the nation’s fancy. 

Chan neither confirmed or denied the reports 
but admitted that a high-ranking official of the 
Philippine Badminton Association (PBA) has al- 
ready informed him of the developmert. 

The Incumea tried to contact the PBA but was 
told to faxa formal letter so an interview can be 
arranged with PBA president Ming Ramos or ex- 
ecutive vice president Edgardo Aglipay. 

A long-time PBA official who once served as 


gain headway in the Reynante, racing for 


zon finished third with 


Management Corp. and 


Ucap, came in second with 39 points 
while San Leonardo's Bemard Lu- 


event organized by Treo Sales and 


‘operation with SM City Clark. 


the grassroots development chief, Chan is said to 
be one ofthe “threats” to the PBA presidency. 

‘Chan replaced Martin Araneta, who handled 

, th RRteam's crammed preparation for the 23rd 
! Squthgast Asian Games, a stint that led to disas- 
trous results. 

Chan had already prepared a two-year 
program which was to start with the selec- 
tion of the new RP team depending on their 
performance in the Philippine Open in 
May. 


City criterium race 


GHQ-HSC- 1а the masters race, Roel Gendra- 
mo outclassed the field with 47 
points. Edison Duran finished with 
23 while veteran rider Placido 
Valdez wound up third with 14. 

Ninoy Boliser topped the youth 
race over Rodolfo Malangsa. 


36 in the 


held in co- 


а 
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Best Spiker - Dexter Manalo, DL: 
Best Altacker - Jeric Diego, DLS 


We 


ТШЩ гутем 
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VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 
invitational | 


THE 


Boy's Division 
DE LA SALLE - LIPA 


BEST COACHES 


Best Setter - Vincent Mangulabnan, 
Best Utility - Jonathan Nanqull, ОРНІ 
Bost Servar - Humbert Yea, SICS 


Bost Blocker - Eugene Ассай, DLS Lipa 


Ф 


CHAMPIONS 
ya Re 


Girl's Division 
COLEGIO SAN AGUSTIN 


MOST 


Y ES 


Rosel Sumcad, DLS Rey Amonelo, CSA 
SPECIAL AWARDEES 


DLS Lipa 
iie 


Bes! Setter - Mikaela Esperanza, 
S Upa Best Utility - Androa S) 


Lipa 


thank our valued sponsors: 


ШҮ 
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ym 


VALUABLE PLAYERS 


Best Spiker - Кіа Alyanna Castillo, CSA 
Best Blocker - Ana Janina Jocson, 


j, ЫС 
Bost Айды, Michell Lazaro, CSA 
Bost Server - Karen Africa, DLS Lipa 


Makati 3-cock 


derby today 
LEADING COCKERS and 
breeders from Pasay, 
Рагабааце, Mandaluy- 
ong and Makati colide 
today in a 3-cock derby 
atthe Makati Coliseum, 
‘with B-Meg Derby Ace 
as sponsor. The fst of 
78 fights starts at 4 p.m. 
inthe derby hosted by 
the ABC Liga Groupin 
cooperation with Capt. 
Pete ison and the WTS 
Sports and Amusement 
Corp. Last Monday, the. 
Victori Peak entry of 
Richard Bates and re- 
tired Col. Nicetas Katig- 
bak racked up five 
straight wins to rule the 
Pinoy Cockers Associa- 
tion of tne Philippines 5- 
cock derby. Meanwhile, 
more than 100 fights are 
expected on Monday in 
the Jobo 5-cock derby at 
the venue. Cal 896- 
3645 or 896-8475. 


70 fights up 


in San Juan 
THE GENTLEMEN COCK- 
‘ers Association of the 
Philippines (GCAP) - 
cock derby gets going 
today with 70 fights at 
the San Juan Coliseum 
sponsored by Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000. Lead- 
ing the GCAP Cocker of 
the Year race ага Jun 
Topacio (JT Emerald). 
and Rep. Butch Pichay 
and Rey Briones (Spar- 
tans Pichay) with 15 
points each, But Patrick 
Antonio, fresh off his vlc- 
tory in the Агам ng. 
Davao 7-cocker recently, 
isin second spot with 
14. Up next at SJC isa 3- 
cocker on March 27. 


СБА 
DLS Lipa 
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TNT couldn’t 
afford to lose 


ABOARD ТНЕ 
Philippine Air Lines 
Flight 300 fom 
Manila to Hong 
Kong, where the 
Tak “М Text Pure- 
foods match was to 
be staged over the 
weekend, random | 
thoughts were run- 
ning through my 
mind. 
T was imagining 
myself in the shoes of newly appointed 
Phone Pals coach Derrick Pumaren, who I 
know must be feeling tremendous pressure 
going into his third game in the PBA Gran 
Matador Philippine Cup. 

Before last Sunday's match, Derrick had 
lost two straight games (to Ginebra and 
i21), and won none. There was no assur- 
ance that the record wouldnt go from bad to 
worse—from 02 to 0-3—an unthinkable 
scenario not only for Derrick but also for 
TINT governor Ricky Vargas, who had 
strongly batted for the veteran coach inside 
the PLDT board room. 

гъ *-My thoughts went to Ricky, who must be 
just as pressured as Derrick to deliver. From. 
‘what I know, it was Ricky who had recom- 
mended Derrick over Chot Reyes after а 
деер and lengthy deliberation. 

At the end of the day, PLDT head honcho 
Manny V Pangilinan trusted Rickys judg- 
ment and basketball instincts. 

In like manner, Ricky granted TNT's new 
coach blanket authority to do what he 
deemed best for the team. 

Derrick made drastic and minor changes 
in the system, and in composition of the line- 
upand the coaching sta 

Talk М Text couldnt afford to lose in 
Hong Kong. Aside from the dismal 0-2 
record that needed improvement, PLDT 
Global was sponsoring the PBA-on-TOUR 
sortie. PLDT Global's good-looking president 
and CEO Al Panlilio, a former cages, had 
even invited several media members from 
Manila to grace the weekend sporting event. 


IN HUDDLE 


] А 


Beth Celis 


‘The media group arrived in Hong Kong 
Saturday noon and was whisked off to the 
Marco Polo Prince Hotel in Kowloon, 
"where they were each presented a copy of 
the weekend sked prepared by executive 
secretary Tina de Quintos: Dinner at the 
classy and exclusive Aberdeen Marina at 
6 p.m. hosted by MVP TNFPurefoods | 
game the following day, Sunday; at фен | 
Queen Elizabeth Stadium, and dinner at^ 
8:30 pm. at the famous Springdeer 
Restaurant, compliments of Ricky Vargas, 
the PBA next chair 

A few hours before the Aberdeen din- 
mer we were informed that our host 
‘would not be able to join us, due to a very 
pressing matter that had kept him in 
Manila. MVP said he would try to be in 
Hong Kong for the game. 

Although we had looked forward to 
| shooting the breeze with the country's 

business genius (whose networks current- 
Ту Мо. Lin terms of revenue), Ricky Al, Atty. 
Paul Gueco and Dr Raffy Bejar more than 
compensated for his absence. 

Ме also enjoyed Chinese dishes which, 
Al said, was personally chosen Бу MVP: 
suckling pig, steamed red Garoupa, 
sautéed scallops with asparagus, ete. 


‘An amy of wildly-screaming fans—pre- 
dominantly female—gathered by the en- 
trance of the Queen Elizabeth Stadium when 
our bus arrived for the game. They thought 
the vehicle was carrying PBA cagers. 

‘They were not disappointed though, 
when the other bus arrived, carrying the 
Purefoods team. It took a while before the 
‘Chunkee Giants could get past the adoring 
fans and into the stadium. PEC team manag- 

"er Alvin Patrimonio came in last but he con- 
ginued to draw the biggest raves, 

* Inside the stadium, а Pinay asked if ће 

? could sit beside me. She asked where Kris 

* Aquino was seated. I told her she was not in 
Hong Kong. She asked me why and I told 
her I didn’t know. She admitted she was а 
showbiz fan but claimed that she also fol- 
lowed basketball closely. 

The Pinay OFW, who has been working in. 
the former British territory since 1980, asked 
which team James Yap was playing for. She 
had a lot of questions. I was relieved when 
the second quarter buzzer sounded and we 
had to leave our seats on the invitation of 
АВС-5 exec Winston de la Cruz to get some 
snacks at a nearby hotel. 

‘The final score of the Hong Kong game 
may have been lopside—88-66, in favor of | 
‘TNT—but the march was truly exciting. 
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Race 1—{On/Ti}—Patu- 
"ia () Magic Evan. 
Ко (1) Through the 
fre (5), Dantes 


pu 

Race 2-(PentaOrtT) 
—Spal Science 
TIO). Gutsy (1), Wost М Wid (5), Eden's Quest (9), Cal 
lective Dreams (8) 

Race S- (Penn. Fendy Venture (3). Con- 
corde (89, Mas Que Nada (4) Time Deposit (6), Hida 
Sorcarltos Way (7) 

Race 4—{Penta/Or/Ti}—Playmaker (2). Condoleeza (12), 
бию Ganda (B) Harap t) Supisenena 11) 

Raco 5—{Penta/OrVi}—Samanan (2), Epic Energy (3 
Nagle Butas (6), The Sie"), Run бойоп ЧУ 

Race В (etai Casanova (9, Speed Highness (i 
Som Sp) Sot Ve пасов) 

Race 2--[Penta/brUn). Саву Радехлтрес Вайу (10) 
"Атувањ Choiceai Maki (4), Hard То Find (1), Vantage 
(3) Gone win Tho Wind (5 

Race 2 (PentalOr/Ir)Ocean Cookie (7). Aminin (1) I 
"Armrosa (3). Stradivarius (4) Imperator (9) 

Race 2 (Super Or/T)- Royal Hose (8), Golden At (4 
[- es (1), Арон ОВ шоу Sep 
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SARAH Macatulad of Saint Louis University stretches to return 


a spike at the La Salle Green Hills sandlot. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. emm 


note, ripping San Beda, 25-14, yesterday 
atthe start of the 10th Nestea Beach Volley 
Championship at the La Salle Green Hills 
sandlot. 

Janley Patrona, half of the tandem that won last 
years title in Boracay, had Ние trouble blending 
with new partner Rael Pio de Castro as the pair 
needed just 15 minutes to bundle out San Веда5 
Nemesio Gavino and Ryan Sucaldito. 

"Tm fine with him, although 1 feel we need some 
more adjustments since we haven't really practiced 


BEA: 


Thirty-six pairs are vying in this 

f years edition of the popular summer 

sport, 18 each in the meris and wom- 

eris divisions. Sixteen of them come from 

Luzon, 12 from the Visayas and eight from 

Mindanao. The teams are eyeing tickets to the Bora- 
cay leg slated May 4t0 6. 

In ther games, Letran nipped San Sebastian, 28- 
26; Philippine Christian U defeated La Salle, 25-17 
and St. Francis of Assisi beat University of the 
Cordilleras, 25-20 in the men’s side. In the women's 
side, Adamson ripped PCU, 25-16; Lyceum crushed 
St. Jude College, 25-8; UTC whipped Lyceum B, 25- 


мео SPENT 


Amazing Thai rider steals 
show from Aguilar, NZ ace 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—A VASTLY IM- 
proved Amon Theplib of Thailand relegated the 
rivalry between the Philippines top rider Glenn 
‘Aguilar of Caltex-Revtex and New Zealand ace 
James Robinson to a mere footnote Sunday as he 
ruled the 3rd Mayor Edward Hagedom Cup in 
the 2006 Motocross Masters of Asia Sunday at 
the Puerto Princesa Intemational Raceway here. 

‘The youngest in the 23-man international field 
at 17, Theplib displayed skills way beyond his 
years to win unchallenged in both motos. 

Not even runner-up Jye Harvey of Australia 
‘came close to beating Theplib, who amassed 50 
points for his victory. 


Indonesian Аер Dadang Supriatna wound up 
third with 40 points in both races. 

Theplib, posing the fastest laptime of 
1:21.932, wrapped up the nine-lap morning race 
in 23 minutes and 47.217 seconds, 4.66 seconds 
ahead of Harvey. He was more explosive in the 
afternoon where he clocked 24:16.605, pulling 
away early and claiming the checkered flag seven 
seconds ahead of Harvey, who eamed 44 points. 

‘Aguilar and Robinson, however, struggled for 
position in both races. Aguilar setted for fourth 
‘overall with 36 points, his best finish. fourth 
place—coming in the morning race, while Robin- 
son wound up eighth overall 


Featuring 


Bamboo 


Parokya 


Ni Edgar 


Sugarfree 
Sat. March 25, 8pm 


Maria Orosa St., Malate 


together” said the 25-year-old Patrona, in his third 
stint in this annual event presented by Nestea. 


10; and University of Baguio ambushed St. Louis 
University, 25-15. > 


РВА MR. 100 PERCENT Norman Black (center, back row) shows 
howto dribble low during a mini cage clinic at the opening of the 
Sportshouse Sporstacle at the Atrium of SM Megamall in 
‘Mandaluyong recently. The clinic which ends today will also be 
graced by players from Red Bull and the РВИ5 Granny Goose. 


3uj Ul SAR 


No minors allowed. Open tà persons 18 years old and above only. Organizer reserves the right to refuse entry to those without IDs as proof of аде 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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SPORTS 
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Kobe helps Lakers pocket ‘must-win’ game 


BOSTON—KOBE BRYANT HAD 43 
points, five rebounds and five steals and 
the Los Angeles Lakers salvaged the fi- 
nale of a three-game road trip with a 
105-97 win over the Boston Celtics in the 
NBA on Monday. 

Bryant shot 18-оЁ39 and Lamar Odom 
added 17 points and nine rebounds for the 
Lakers, who never trailed and pulled a half- 
game ahead of Sacramento for seventh 
place in the Westem Conference. 

1 The Lakers avoided falling below 500 
je forthe first time since a loss to Utah on Jan. 


3 dropped them to 15-16. 

"This was a must win for ш” Bryant 
said. “We played well the entire trip, but its 
just that we weren't able to close things out. 
"Tonight was а win that we desperately 
needed.” 

Paul Pierce scored 26 and Топу Allen 
added a season-high 18 points for the Celtics, 
who have lost four of five to drop four games 
behind Philadelphia in the race for the eighth 
Eastern Conference playoff spot. 

The Lakers first two games of their road 
trip ended with missed contested 3-point- 


ers by Bryant. The Lakers lost to New Jer- 
sey, 92-89, on Friday and to Cleveland, 96- 
95, on Sunday. 

Bryant scored 16 points in the fourth 
quarter, including the Lakers last 12. 

"When the game is on the line, they put. 
the ball in my hands," Bryant said. "T ve got- 
tado what I've gotta do, I don't care fits 50 
shots, 60 shots, five shots." 

In Aubum Hills Michigan, Rasheed Wal- 
lace had 26 points and eight rebounds to 
help Detroit clinch the Central Division title 
viaa 91-84 triumph over Atlanta. 


Detroit (53-13) also reduced its magic 
number to clinch the Eastern Conference's 
best record to nine over Miami. 

Та other games, the LA Clippers tripped 
the Houston Rockets, 99-91, while Milwau- 
kee defeated Portland, 100-93. AP 

е NBAONTY: 

SOLAR SPORTS—Goiden Site vs Son Antio 
(9302. Ihe replay on March 23,520 pm) 

SPORTS PLUS--Phoerb vs Utah (1120 am. Ie, 
730p replay) 

Houston v бәй (230 pm. delayed telecast, replay 
onMarh 23, 230pm) 


Auction Dates: 
March 31 - April 3, 2006 
STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP 


Inspection Dates: 
March 23 - 30, 2006 
STARTS AT 


Excavators 


Motor 
Graders 


Dropsido 
Cargos = 


(02)984-6744 » (02)984-6753 + (02)984-0215/16 


Trucks & Equipment Financing available thru: 
ORIX METRO Leasing 4 Finance Corp. * Tel (02) 858-8888 
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А 
Japan reaches up to get a feel of the championship trophy. raras 


Cuban repute 


SAN DIEGO—ICHIRO SUZUKI ovs. aa ме get there. We had, 
f a great team, the best. I hope we showed every- 
and his less-famous Japanese оле whara great sport baseball is." 
countrymen beat Cuba, 10-6, Two Cuban players posed with Ichiro for a 
in the World Baseball Classic Ро? 
never coached a team for a tournament like 


final on Monday. this, and never thought the pressure to be so 

Cuba had won 22 of 24 games in international high," Oh said. “Baseball is the best sport. Every- 
competion and dominated the globe for one has to work together. There is nothing more 
decades, but they cracked at the worst possible wonderful than that Japanese players did such a 
time against a team which reached the semifinals wonderful job and showed that to everyone in 
only after the United States was upset by Mexico. the world.” 


In the Classics inaugural final, Japan led, 6-1, 
Cuba rallied to within one to make it exciting, 
then Japan ran away for good with four runs at 
the top of the ninth. 

When reliever Akinori Otsuka got the final out, 


‘After the winners took а victory lap with а 
huge Japanese flag, they celebrated in front of 
their dugout, with a large contingent of country- 
men still cheering from the stands. Once in their 
clubhouse, they gathered around Oh for a final 


jme ene шш | 


һе was mobbed near the mound by his team- word бот their manager, then tore into a cham- 

mates. The Japanese then tossed Sadaharu Oh, pagne celebration. 

their manager, into the air twice. “Ts wonderful. That’ the only thing can say" 
“Tm unbelievably happy" Ichiro said. “To be Otsuka said. АР 
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TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 
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‘Don’t bench me’ 


Martin unhappy about diminished role on ASAP’ 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


without the show having to be about 

me. I'm one of those players who can 
make the three-point shot. If you want me on 
your team, use me; don't bench me.” 

Martin Nievera was telling a group of en- 
tertainment writers on Saturday how neglect- 
ей he was feeling for being one of the “less- 
used artists” on ABS-CBN's Sunday noontime 
variety show, "ASAP '05." 

Martin, his ex-wife Pops Fernandez, Ariel 
Rivera and former Miss Universe Dayanara 
Torres, were the first hosts of the program 
launched in the early'905. 

‘The current edition of the show has over 30. 
hosts led by Zsa Zsa Padilla, Gary Valenciano 
and Kuh Ledesma. 

“Back then, everything revolved around 
{the four main hosts]," Martin recalled. "Now, 
[I'm among] the less-used artists. Tomorrow 
(Sunday, March 19) T'm singing Adam San- 
dlers ‘Grow Old With Yow for the [segment 
on the] wedding of Claudine (Barretto) and 
Raymart [Santiago]. I have an album of wed- 
ding songs that became a double gold, and 1 
have to sing that?” 

Interviewed later, Deo Endrinal, network 
vice president for Talk, Variety, and Reality ar- 
gued that Martin had committed only six 
dates for “ASAP” this year—two in February, 
three in April and one in May. 


SD HERE'S SO MUCH I CAN DO WITH OR 


Theory 

Endrinal said the production team hadn't 
counted on Martin's availability on March 19. 
“We were told a week earlier. We couldn't just 
suddenly change the concept of the show, 
which was for Claudine. We asked Martin to 
sing Raymart's favorite song.” 

Martin had a theory: "If you ask ABS-CBN 
why these things are happening, they'll say, 105 
because Martin is never here." Try throwing me 
an offer—don't wait for me to be available." 

"Martin is like an icon for the program," En- 
drinal conceded. We'd like to honor him as of- 
ten as possible, [to mark] every milestone in 
his career. We know that his dream is to really 
make it big internationally. We're always here 
to help him promote himself.” 

Martin stressed that he didn't want out: 
“Tm not telling the people [running the show] 
how to do their jobs; l'm offering my services. 
Ifyou need another male host, I'm your guy" 

He added: “Believe it or not, I'm very 
faithful. I'm а team player. Do you know 
how many offers I've gotten from the other 
side? A lot. They're offering me a lot more 
than what I'm making right now. ABS-CBN 


OPENING TODAY 


Nanny McPhee 

Stars Emma Thompson, Colin Firth, An- 
gela Lansbury 

Directed by Kirk Jones 

Screenwriter-actress Thompson adapts Chris- 
алпа Brand's "Nurse Matilda" books, published 
from 1964 to 1974, and envisions the titular 
heroine as a "Mary Poppins for the Hogwarts 
generation." A magical nanny (Thompson) in- 
vades the household of a recently widowed fa- 
ther (Firth) and disciplines his unruly children. 
Michael Phillips of the Chicago Tribune opines 
that "the enjoyment of watching [this film] 
‘comes less from story matters and more from ap- 
preciating a top-shelf cast having a ball.” E! On- 
Tine describes it as a “witty, rollicking kids’ movie 
that adults will enjoy, too.” Wesley Morris of the 
Boston Globe says Thompson and director Jones 
"balance the slapstick and levity with darker en- 
chantments. At its most enjoyable, [it] feels like 

іле and ‘The Sound of Music’ [com- 


North Country 

Stars Charlize Theron, Frances Мерог- 
mand, Sissy Spacek, Sean Bean 

Directed by Niki Caro 

With three Oscar Best Actress winners in its 
cast, this film was bound to tackle a socially rele- 
vant issue: sexual harassment in the workplace, 


OPENINGI A14 


has never offered me a contract." 

The gathering on Saturday was to an- 
тошке Martin's fundraising concert on 
March 29 at the Manila Peninsula in Makati 
City, to benefit 9-month-old Gaia Bianca 
Pasamba, who needs а liver transplant. 


Do your fans notice? 
get a lot of feedback from fans. They ask, 


„ТШ 


E-mail: pr_entertainment@inquirericom.ph 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


[message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


MARTIN Nievera says ABS-CBN 
has never offered him a contract. 
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3: Hostel 

4: Under Renovation. 


MN inal Destination 3; 


4 i ЕМА OF 
Феі Fomily Doy ot Сод! 


"Why did this one get a solo and you didn't? I 
tell them, ‘Don't worry about it. It’s a team ef- 
fort? Its because of the fans that I feel this 
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Nokia 3120 
NOW FREE at PLAN 350° 


And get to choose your own mobile number” 
“ GPRS 
+ MMS 
“ Java-capable 
* Colored 
* Speakerphone 
= Tri-band 


= Rhythmic Backlight 
Alerts 


Lese, Enjoy these benefits when you get a Sun Cellular postpaid lin 

ЙТ] 

T) a IDD TopTen -US 10¢/min starting on the first minute to the Top 10 destinations! 05, (Mainland), China, Hong Kong, Canada; 
Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Brunei, Guam, Macau. Simply call 200 or visit The Sun Shop to enroll. 

5 Roaming service available with 150 operators in more thon 80 destinations! Simply call 202 (Roaming Hotline) to activate. 

* Unlimited chatting with Sun Messenger! Text SUNIM to 2746. 


Hurry ond visit The Sun Shop nearest you! 
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that Rocked the Whole Country” Ё й 
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lating: R- Burke as ours be- 
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HOSTEL THE FEARLESS MEA em лору | mh dam te 
vevsraanraasy6an1e3s (АА гага | Kennedys; the Ital- 
ians, Al Pacino and 
Francis Ford Coppo- 
m la? If Melody and 
ARANETA COLISEUM Cheryl proudly claim 

Filipino ^ heritage, 


BAND EXPLOSION 2006 | MICHAEL BOLTON LIVE IN МАМА | tem iac and wat 


them that? And what 

MARCH 24, FRIDAY 8 pm MARCH 29. WEDNESDAY 8 om | if Filipinos eagerly 
invite them back to 
the Philippines? Far 
from “pathetic,” it is 
an endearing Filipino 
quality to become 
proud of our own. 


Pathetic 


For dckec inquiries, please сай TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www.ticketne.com.ph 


By the sound of 
her name alone, Na- 
talia Cruz is obvious- 
ly not Caucasian. She 
is just an example of 
$ i a Filipino who left 

orsa 7 à J her country and com- 
peters клет А, ; pletely forgot where 
(Muntinlupa) tel 850.3571 or 72 Md 687.6343 TE Ж she came from. Here 
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Span- " j write “Caucasian”? 
W^ He's THE MAN Ч What's "pathetic" are 
bacs ‘ULTRAVIOLET GLORY ROAD the likes of Natalia 
Cruz. For al we 
know, shes scrub- 


) bing toilets wherever 
иш нота. ОМЕМ4 ј i sheisrightnow 8 
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j Кате Cinema 2000 Waltermart hoo.com), Califor- 

Wav ” 3 nia 
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жеке на За NANNY MCPHEE {Biñan} tel. (049) 4111146. рани putes 
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T ‘CASANOVA ‘composed in 1959 by 

V FOR VENDETTA UPER CINERAMA «THE DARK the father of the 

Isetann Cinerama Complex Recto bossa nova, Tom Jo- 

1487534222 | Cinema 2000Cinemagix bim. An incurable fan 

loas NORTHCOUNTAY |“ (Urdaneta) tel(075) 568.5771 z of the bossa nova 

GLORY ROAD anami pae here bumed from 

VLTRAVIOLET MANT РНЕ ATE MOVIE 3 5 itune two CDs of it, 
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ята ааВВ | Oe teen pi Oe ни 
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= i (ou gotta 
iride E Havas’ You 
(Mandaluyong) tel. 7266150 PLEASE CALL hear it! Would be 
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SE рру 
3 тота. | Cinema 2000 Waltermart : musie with anyone, if 
ee) tud 5 
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‘aii Уса го | ‘SAW-2 my e-mail address; 
na | ЮГА, m энмей ive it away! 
5 " ‘tel 833.3290 803.324. Gi 2000 Walt n gi 
s ma тта © ; 
metropolis пли | Cine pice 4 j Lookalikes 
mu РЕ von VENDETTA eg lca 
MOUSE OF FURY rom Constan 
error шош à Burgos 
(ALABANG) tel. 504205, 5439994 "Center Mall Cinema MIENNE. (tilack@hot- 
‘Bagulo Centr Ма, Magsaysay Avenue ~ mail.com), San 
HOUSE OF FURY (Baguio Ciy) tel 074) (445) Lianas Cinema * Jose, California 
1 m m Have you noticed 
эти DATEMOVIE a that Julius Babao 
‘VENDETTA = : E looks like Yao Ming, 
Jade Cinema. 3 Erik Santos is the 
(angste cup ts EE AS бета 
FINAL DESTINATIONS e rnm younger version of 
Jem лавок [177 sonar neato А Roderick Paulate and 
2 самоа [1 ms Сън apum We 
neo На DELE Lianas MovieCity 3 ike Sweet Lapuz? 
p: mus] nemici k Not Sandara 
- таво 
Cine Nepo BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE. 3 
m2 amm cc РЕ CASANOVA From Melanie de 
RESERVED TENE Guzman (aero- 
DATE MOVIE RESERVED. epum м 
RESERVED mail.com), Pasay 
[7 il х , 
sanus RESERVED керы ity 


Сте Nepo CASANOVA I don't agree [with 


з chat ". 

МАШ. Ц. oem meros sio momma's HOUSE x Viewfinder] that *.. 
a” CINEMAGIC |}? DATE MOME ‘SHAS6Y 006 | and unique a talent 
oem WES. | iim FEARLESS 


- io be consigned to 
oer | die онон OF VOLE Tema Cinema Sopobiivion Are we 
DATE MOVIE Centre Plaza Cinema | иши] їкї desperate for box of- 
RESERVED (Batanga, Bataan) te (М: 1 HOUSE OF FURY fice returns and CD 
бшш fy аминкыш), тышаш. ' sales hat we should 

consider someone 
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NANNY MCPHEE 


WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 22, 2006 


Powerhouse guests 


SHOW . 
for Mark’s concert 


TIME 
SOME OF THE T 
country’s best per- 


NEXT ATTRACTION 


formers are appear- 
ing as special guests 
іп Mark Bautista's 
first major solo con- 
cert, "Pop Heart- 
throb,” on Thursday 
at Aliw Theater. 
Sarah Geronimo 
and Juris Fernandez 
lead the lineup, 
which includes Ogie 
Alcasid, Ruga Mae 
Quinto and “Star in a 
Million” finalists Jay 
Perillo, Jimmy Mar- 
quez and Vino Bello. 
Mark is also look- 
ing forward to the 
participation ofa sur- 
prise guest, one of his 
idols in the business. 
Сме: "He's a Kapam- 
ilya, a regular host on 
[ABS-CBN's] ‘ASAP’ 
Tm so thankful he ac- 
cepted my шуй. 


WRONG PLACE. 


tion.” 
Call 9115555. 


‘Rat Pack’ 


refund 

The “Rat Pack" 
show previously set 
March 25 at the. 

Araneta Coliseum. 
has been postponed. 
Ticket holders can 
call TicketNet—911- 
5555 or 374- 
2222—for refunds 
and other inquiries. 


WRONG TIME. 
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At the Activity Center 


Customer Serice tex hotine: 0917 6095900 
Customer Service Numbers:  Gioriella -752 7272; from 10am to 8pm 


Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Greenbelt - 752 4853; fom {tam to 12m 


Market Markel - 886 7519 
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BPI Installment Madness. 


Anson's Emporlum Exhibit 
March 15-31, 2006 


‘March 1210 31, 2008 


ATALA CENTER MARKET! MARKET! 
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SHE'S THE MAN 
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ATGLORIETTA4PARK 


EVERY FRIDAYS AT 7PM & SATURDAYS AT 6PM 


MARCH I7 
KITCHIE NADAL 


MARCH 18 
SUGAR FREE 
MARCH 24 
FREESTYLE 
MARCH 25 
RIVERMAYA 
MARCH 31 
HALE 

АРНО 

NYOY VOLANTE 
APRIL. 7 
ВАМВОО 


APRIL 
SPONGECOLA 


naul) 


Lavell 


Мапе Ernestine's Culminating Activities 
March 22, 2008 


Korean Food Festival 
March 23, 2006 


‘Ayala Museum Summer Workshop Sampler 
- April 1, 2008 - Greenbelt 3 Park 


—-——————=с= Sn 
Repertory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA > 


at REP Globe Theater March 24, 25. 28.34. April 1, 
For inquires, із. сай 887-0710 


Ofstadés. 


ee 
Come & view the 20th ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBIT” 


Ayala MUSEUM 


For inquires, рување call 757-7117 to 2116.29. 
‘Or visit wew.syslamuseum.org 


"TWO THUMBS UP." 


— Ebert & Roeper 


"MUST SEE FILM 
OF THE YEARI" 


— Paul Clinton, CNN 


MTRCB Rating: Restricted 13 (R-13) 


‘Alabang Town Center - 842 2782; пот 10am to 8pm 
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you can see your child smile i : 
ЕМА izes youth and fresh good looks, 
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СР 
50%OFF «elo LS uer cp EU 
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ССА ERE (Mo. с-ф ванинининини mature artists for genuine depth 


Stos on Morch 1510 Арі 30,2006 Kar iia tn a nave 4, A Need si Nestor 
Mondays to Тлеу: share your child's excltements. E rsonally, we find great inspira- 
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— — е ген ULTRAVIOLET P on Аа E 
(БА own ED иаа сорил. СЫ ©з Romero. He's already in his 80s, 
but hes сштепйу preparing to 
= shoot his first digital feature. Writ- 91d, but she remi 
тїт ИШТЕТҮҮ | à posee 
соло PR o CEU ЫЙ ing the screenplay for him is young 


scripting prizewinner Кіса Areva- 4 
go j Ош delight in 
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and new screen artists, and thinkit granted us the 
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NORTH COUNTRY f House OF FURY 2:46 BLOCKS In the field of television, we're м 
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vo fi nanny менее i FEARLESS having been dances and his mas- 
2 SHE” tery of the musical and musical-va- m 
SHE'S THE MAN FINAL DESTINATION 3 - бери ре та of Eddie Rome] 
216 BLOCKS SHAGGY DOG Theft thathe'salso gifted i. Gloria Romero, 
У FOR VENDETTA CLOSE ro vou ЇТНЕМ DARK sual artist helps further explain the 
iSHE'S THE MAN SHAGGY DOG [;NORTH COUNTRY striking visuals and artistic quality 
|: RENOVATIONNORTH Sf his direction. 
С COUNTRYTHE DARK SA CITY STA. MESA SM CITY SOUTHMALL g ч Р 
E ULTRAVIOLET ULTRAVIOLET ‘Were als) a fun of Maina Neve 
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3 NORTH COUNTRY 
1 NANNY McPHEE SHAGGY DOG FINAL DESTINATIONS) specifically in the iron mines. This melodrama Ба 
1 GLORY ROAD FEARLESS Distributed by 7 COLUMBIA PICTURES 


fictionalized retelling of a court case chronicled in 
з NORTH COUNTRY i v RIOT BICAN ICS RESERVED Clara Bingham and Laura Leedy балег book 
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нате DASMARINNS 0 SHAGGY DOG к — ае € bred eet E bored dee 
the broadest audience possible.” Peter Travers 
complains: “Пе “a TV-movie fantasy of female 
‘empowerment with soap-opera theatrics.” 
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NOW SHOWING 
Nanny MePhee activity sheets and stickers 


await moviegoers today at the following 
SM Cinema branches 


North EDSA- Megamall - Manila Sta. Mesa 
Fairview + Soulhmall San Lazaro 
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[5 о 


— — ра єз чеш ЕТЕ 41.15 


SH са э STRICTLY FOR 1GYAS_OLD AND ABOVE 
136 BLOCKS SYRIANA 


USHAGGY DOG ‘Sit CITY BACOOR 15НАССҮ DOG 
1 THE DARK E V scam ;FINAL DESTINATION 3| 
Gi 

LV FOR VENDETTA SG РОС VENDETTA iV FOR VENDETTA 

—. . SMEITY MARIAO Jeront ROAD STHE DARK 
ТУ FOR VENDETTA $ FINAL DESTINATION 3ff {26 BLOCKS 
HOUSE OF FURY SHE'S THE MAN 
isHAGGY DOG MOUSE OF FURY 
/THE DARK Ў BREAKING NEWS 


"SM CITY LUCENA 


UFEARLESS FREEDUN! FOREVER! 
ÜUDERCLASS MAN | 
SM CITY BATANGAS». SMCITYSTA.ROSA ..... |; SHAGGY DOG 
jFEARLESS CASANOVA 

1816 MOMMA'S HUSE [J FINAL DESTINATION 3 
ITHE DARK 116 BLOCKS 
CASANOVA !BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 


JAEON FLUX 
SMOHYMOUND _ __ 

ГУ FOR VENDETTA 

2 SHAGGY DOG 

} HOUSE OF FURY 


ЕТП 
BIG MOMMA'S HOSE 
=at ЕС 
ҮМ FOR VENDETTA 
EFINAL DESTINATION 3| 
§ PRIDE & PREJUDICE 
£NEW WORLD 


м CITY NONO 
FEARLESS 
Т RESERVED 
1SYRIANA 
(CRY WOLF 
ЎУ FOR VENDETTA 
|: SHAGGY DOG 7 SM CITY CAGAYAN 
RESERVED liNEW WORLD 
f NEW WORLD. 
енени КРВТОЕ & PREJUDICE |, вто momma's HOUSE 
1ЇМ FOR VENDETTA 136 BLOCKS 
+ HOUSE OF FURY “YOUR’S MINE & OURS 
‘SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


big and small screens the sub- 
stance and depth they so sorely 
need. 


‘16 blocks’ 

BRUCE Willis is proud of his latest 
film, “16 Blocks.” Its a hit in the 
States, has gotten some good no- 
tices, and has reestablished him as 
an action-drama draw. 

“16 Blocks” casts Willis as a de- 
feated detective who finds re- 
demption and the power to change. 
in the most unlikely of men, a petty 
criminal (Mos Def) he's assigned to 
escort 16 blocks to the courthouse 
to testify before a grand jury. 

During the course of the movie, 
e Willis’ character struggles to save 

the petty hood's life several times. 

In truth, however, its Mos реР5 

character who saves the cops life, 

giving him back his physical and 
emotional wellbeing. Richard 

Donner directs. 


already 88 years 
jins an inspiration 
people, including 


Mama Nene in- 


‘Underclassman’ 
“UNDERCLASSMAN,” starring ris- 

* ing actor-rapper-comic Nick Can- 
mon, is an action-packed comedy 
about upholding the law and dis- 
turbing the peace. Cannon plays а 
maverick cop who goes undercov- 
erat an elite high school to solve a 
aime. 

Cultures clash as his no-holds- 
barred style meets the ultimate in 
high-school society. But the under- 
cover cop eventually uncovers a 
dangerous ring of criminals, and 
unmasks a killer. 

“Underclassman” also stars Ros- 
alyn Sanchez, Shaun Ushmore, 
Kelly Hu and Cheech Marin. 


о, Eddie Garcia, 
1 Quinn and Ma- 
[rez still making 
butions to our TV- 


experience, wis- 
ment to give our 


bry Road 
(ars Josh Lucas, Derek Luke, Evan Jones 
ted by James Gartner. 
story was made when the Texas Western basketball 
‘with its pioneering all-Aftican-American starting lineup, 
the 1966 NCAA tournament title. This inspiring true sto- 
uses on Don Haskins (Lucas), the passionate and dedi- 
| coach who guided the groundbreaking team to victory. 
| Schneider of Orlando Weekly found the film a pleasant 
Fise: “Ar the end of the day it's still a Disney movie, but the 
[ments are genuine and the performances reek of pathos.” 
т Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times hails it as “an effective 
|s movie." Bob Strauss of the Los Angeles Daily News con- 
[Its] greatest strength, though, is that its justa great sto- 
лей well... a movie worth cheering. Without feeling 
а about it.” 


‘raviolet 

ars Milla Jovovich, Cameron Bright, William Fichtner 

rected by Kurt Wimmer 

the 2ist century, a revolution is brewing, as ostracized 

hire-virus mutated Hemophages strike back, led by 

пе fatale Violet (Jovovich). Hemophages were the mili- 
science experiment gone awry and they are furious. 


Globe 
ich is bad, and not ina 


ance.” Daniel Fienberg 
|: Chicago Tribune says 
the movie is finally just 
t Wimmers love for 
vich. Every shot either 
is on her taut belly and 
з up to her face or 
on her face and circles 
1o her rear... a kaleido- 
(с crap.” Scott Brown of 
|ainment Weekly sug- 
"Crank your brain to its lowest possible idle and you'l 
|verthink [this movie)" 


Pme s, DID ., 
poate — You 
I. mem KNOW.. 


st mem- 
bf GMA 75. 
antadia, Pag-ibig Hanggang 
as.” Starting this week, he 
‘appear on the show as the 

р Arman, the half-Ethe- 
half-Sapirian prince, son of 
го? King Ybrahim (Ding- 
} Dantes). 
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| QUENTIN TARANTINO 


Distributed by 


Y! COLUMBIA PICTURES 


OPENS TODAY 


те жегип ттге 9 тети? 


| ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE | 
: CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 | 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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1 У FOR VENDETTA • THX 6 GRANDMA'S BOY 


2GLORY ROAD 7 CO-ED SCANDAL 


3 NORTH COUNTRY 8SHE'S THE MAN 


4ULTRAVIOLET 9 SHAGGY DOG 


5 NANNY MCPHEE 10 HOSTEL 


ERMITA 


1 NORTH COUNTRY 


2 SHE'S THE MAN 
V FOR VENDETTA 


3 GLORY ROAD 


5NANNY MCPHEE 


6 ULTRAVIOLET 


WI ALI AGES ARF ADMITTH 


raar AMILE тте same тонет. 


REESE 
saso FERAE РЕ BS 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 


PREPARE TO BE TERRIFIED! 


< MARCH 29 


HE NEVER HURT A SOL 


STHICTLY FOR 15 YEAHS AND Up 


UNTIL THE DAY HE DIED 


шака " ke ence 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures| 


a New Yo cop and his witness, 
the distance between Не 
Band death just got very short. 


4 CO-ED SCANDAL 7 GRANDMA'S BOY 


ETRO EAST 


1 SHE'S THE МАМ 


682-8193 - 682-8199 


5 СО-ЕР SCANDAL 


2GLORY ROAD 6 GRANDMA'S BOY 


3 ULTRAVIOLET 7HOSTEL 


4 NANNY MCPHEE 8V FOR VENDETTA’ 


NOVALICHES 


1 NORTH COUNTRY 
2 NANNY MCPHEE 
3 V FOR VENDETTA 


CITISQUARE MALABON 2252575 
1 V FOR VENDETTA 

2HOSTEL 

3 RESERVE 

4 RESERVE 


935-3231 / 935-3228-30 


4 HOSTEL 
5 GLORY ROAD 
6 ULTRAVIOLET 


PIONEER 


1 NANNY MCPHEE 
2GLORY ROAD 

3 ULTRAVIOLET 

4 GRANDMA'S BOY 


Е 
Nanny McPhee | 
Activity Sticker Set | 


for every purchase of 


2 movie tickets 
on March 22 (Wednesday) 
or when supplies last 


at Robinsons Movieworld | 
Novaliches, Sta. Rosa and Dasmariñas 
(043) 757-3664 


LIPA (043) 312-5870. 
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4 DATE МОМЕ 


ANGELES  o»52 


1 FINAL DESTINATION 3 
2 CASANOVA 

316 BLOCKS 

4 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 


STARMILLS 225% 


1045) 961-5270. 
1 HOUSE OF FURY 

2 THE DARK 

3 SHAGGY DOG 

4MURDER 

5 SYRIANA 

6 TIGER BLADE 


ILOILO 


1 FINAL DESTINATION 3 
2 SHAGGY DOG 

3 SYRIANA 

4 THE DARK 

5 DATE MOVIE 

6 V FOR VENDETTA 


-STA. ROSA 


4 TIGER BLADE 

216 BLOCKS 

3 THE DARK 

4 CASANOVA 

5 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 


DASMARINAS 
4 FINAL DESTINATION 3 
2 SHAGGY DOG 

3 THE DARK 

4TIGER BLADE 

5 DATE MOVIE 


IMUS 


1 HOUSE OF FURY 

2 FINAL DESTINATION 3 
3 GLORY ROAD 

4THE DARK 

5V FOR VENDETTA 

6 HOSTEL 


BACOLOD 


1 V FOR VENDETTA 
2 DATE MOVIE 

316 BLOCKS 

4 THE DARK 
5GOAL 

6 CASANOVA 


(049) 837-0907 


(046) 852-2125 
(046) 4164332 


(046) 875-5838 
(048) 471-8108 


(034) 441-0453 


(034) 441-0459. (033) 336.8070. 


The ў 
Perfect Gift ^ . 
allyear Round 
А Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


ба Special discounts fx volume purses! 
n"— lene Ó—— осна 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


NORTH COUNTRY 
MTRCS.R-13 
1:30. 4:20, 7:10, 10.00 LMF 


GLORY ROAD 
\мтнсв бе 
'2 оо. 440, 720, 1000 LMF 


NANNY MCPHEE 
MTRCB GP. 
42:20, 245, 5:10, 7:35, 10:00 LMF 
ULTRAVIOLET 
MTRCB PG-13 

10.00 LMF 


SHE'S THE MAN 


MTRCS Pas 
ss soa a Грен вува 


Catch the Cineplex Special 


А Blockbuster Gift for All Seasons 


The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 
‘Treat your family and friends to а thriling movie experience 


‘only at the Shang 
Cinema Treats - for Cinemas 12.3 and 4 
Premiere Rowards - for the Premiere Theatre 


Cat 099-7881, юе. 171 or 638-2227 


башы 


q NORTH COUNTRY 
i 115.246, 5:35, 8:25, 11:05 
вз 
ULTRA VIOLET 
1205, 215, £25,635, 
348, 1140 
pas 
NANNY MePHEE 
120,545, 510,835 1:0 
с 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
E Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (С.5) Quozon City 


GLORY ROAD 
4 12:30, 310, 5:50, 6:30, 1:00 
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For inquiries, eal: 


687-6963 


8889889395358 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
‘Heremias’ wins in Fribourg festival 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


ILIPINO DIRECTOR LAV 
Diaz's eight-hour digital 
film "Heremias" won the 

Special Jury Prize at the 20th Fri- 

bourg International Film Festival 

held in Switzerland from March 

12149. 7 

‘According to the festival's web- 

site, the honor, which comes with a 

cash prize of 5,000 Swiss francs 

(USS3,879), is given to the direc- 

tor “for inventiveness in script- 


writing and directing, for renewing 
the cinematographic language and 
for thematic or formal audacity” 

The international jury consist- 
ed of Thessaloniki film fest chief 
Michel Demopolous of Greece аз 
president and, as members: 
screenwriter Jose E Lacaba of the 
Philippines; film distributor 
Jochen D. Girsch of Belgium; ac- 
tress Meret Matter of Switzer- 
land; and producer Paloma 
Rocha of Brazil. 

The jury commended Diaz for 


J 


TWO WORDS A GI 


OPENS MARCH 29 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 


ustfriends 


NEVER WANTS TO HEAR 


"YOU'LL LAUGH FROM BEGINNING TO END." 
м FERGUSON, койну ABQ) 


UICY FRUIT® 
Gimik Card 


Buy 1 Take 1 
Promo 


EXTENDED! 


February 13 to. 
March 31, 2006 


Buy your Juicy Fruit 


ES 


e 


— ma 
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AMOMENT from the eight hour-long “Heremias.” 


his “search of a radical and uncon- 
ventional cinematic language, 
with the purpose of safeguarding 
ап original national culture.” 

‘The Grand Prize or Le Regard 
D'Or was awarded to Maziar 
Miis “Be Ahestegi... (Gradual- 
1y)” of iran, 

‘Other films cited by the jurors 


Gahité Fofana's "Un Matin Bonne 
Heure (Early in the Morning),” 
Guinea/France; Eric Khoo's “Be 
With Me,” Singapore; Jocelyne 
Saab's “Dunia (Kiss Me Not on the 
Eyes)" Egypt/Lebanon/France. 
The Fribourg fest was estab- 
lished in 1980 as the “Third 
World Film Festival and aimed to 


were Cheng Wen-angs “Shen 


promote dialogue between differ- 
Hai (Blue Cha Cha)” of Taiwan; 


entcultures." 


‘Don't... 


From page A2-1 


‘Do you 
know how 
many 
offers Гуе 
gotten 
from the 
other side? 
Alot 


way. They expect something, for instance, a 
homecoming welcome. It's not as ifm on the 
show every weekend. I wish they'd do their 
homework naman. You watch: if T hit it big in 
the US, they'll be promoting me on ASAP" 


What are your plans for the year? 

On April 15, РИ do another fundraiser in 
Los Angeles with MiG Ayesa and other Fil- 
ipino artists who are in the US now—for the 
Leyte landslide victims. In May, I'm touring 
Europe with Pops... then Las Vegas in July 


How did you get involved in the fundraiser 
for Gaia? 

My sister Tere's son, who goes to the Inter- 
national School, came home one day feeling 
depressed. He said his teacher, Gaia's father, 
had a problem. A lot of people ended up 
wanting to help, and it snowballed into a 
show. The baby could go under the knife on 
the very day ofthe performance. 


Will you henceforth be concerned about 
helping people? 

You've got to start somewhere. 1 lost my fa- 
ther to a similar disease. Hopefully my name 
still has some pull. 

Once, in Japan, I asked a group, ‘If I kissed 
you on the lips, how much would you give 
me?’ | raised $5,000 for typhoon victims, 
which 1 donated it to the ABS-CBN Founda- 
tion. By the end of that tour, Thad donated al- 
most $20,000. But did ABS-CBN know 1 did 
that? Its not important. I just want you to see 
that lam a team player. 


Is there anything else you dream of as a 
performer? 

want to be really big and come back то this 
country, my hometown, and do a big show 


PROMENADE OREENMILLS 
FOR INQUIRIES & RESERVATION, PLS. CALL: 721-6726 OR 721-0635 


THIS SUMMER, PREPARE TO WITNESS 
AN EXTRAORDINARY LOVE STORY 
VESIN TAE PASTA HE LIVES IN THE РАЕЗЕ Й 
SPAR DEFY THE BOUNDS OF TIME? 


- 
= 


«Juicy Fevit> 


Per BFAD Permit No. 0189, series of 2008 


with an orchestra for free. It would be fully 
produced but I will not charge a cent. That's 
when you know you're а big star. 


MRSS R-13 STRICTLY FOR 13YRS. OLD AND ABOVE 


D ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATIONS 


Best acess CHARLIZE THERON um Best Supronrma Acess FRANCES MCDORMAND 
“Two THUMBS UP!” 


тета коа 


“SENSATIONAL! INSIGHTFUL AND 


“NORTH COUNTRY” IS 
CRACKLING 6000 
ENTERTAINMENT THAT 
А50 STANDS Our AS 


“RIVETING! A GREAT, 
Movine Рим” 
E] 


“GRIPPING” 


THOUGHT-PROVOKING. -| 
AN INCREDIBLE FiLM,” | 


“POWERFUL 


2.4. 2 
iar 


“ж 


i i MARK À 


цера 


CAST MALL TOUR: 


MARCH 25 - SM FAIRVIEW , 4: 
MARCH 26 - SM NORTH EDSA, 


pm. 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST - FAITH CUNETA APRIL 1 - SM VALENZUELA , 4:00 p.m. 
APRIL - GLORIETTA 2, 5: 


usa PARTIOPANTPROOOCTIOS ы 
"NOT COUNTRY” SEAN BEAN RICHARD JENONS JEREMY RENNEN ИО 
СТА ЗАПАД“ 

БЕН BARTLET MANA БЕНИ DOUG CLAYBDURNE ER SQL, "РИК ЕСА ent МА, 


ОНЕ OF THE YEAR'S MOST 
IMPORTANT MOVIES." 
RE MU E 


REN НИКОТ | 
SPÁCEK HARRELSON BEAN 


NORTH 


FROM THE 
ACCLAIMED DIRECTOR 
HALE RIDER" 


by 


НИ ено 
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SATION. 


e 


EG 


MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


Сом! 


CRelief ——— 1. 


A.LIPIN 


PINIPIKON, 
КАЗ! AKO, 


„5А PROPAGANDA 
Mo 


ACTUALLY, IN SOME 
COUNTRIES, PARENTS 
ARRANGE MARRIAGES 
FOR THEIR CHILDREN... 
SOMETIMES BEFORE THEY'RE 


X CAN'T BELIEVE MOM MADE 
THIS PLANDATE WITHOUT 
EVEN CONSULTING ME! 


фор BLESS 
AMERICA 


73 a 
ig 


BABY BLUES 


SEXTA 
ron pus were! 
DARN 
(1 уро КВА, 
7 [OM UE 
t 
(S lud 


ME үтте SPER CoOL! |. 
HES Рана He's MOET. ND. 
HEINOUS EVERYTHING! 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


"ALL чоо 

Rave To Do 

is Give THE 

STRING A 

LiTTLe тоб 

AND OFFI 
бо! 


‘come on. 
You KNow 
You WANT 


WEM Do I. ALWAYS 
бет THe свеерч 


ResiSTANCe is 
Futile! 


BAKIT KAVA HINDI 
НА NAGRE-REPIN YUNG 
MGA SINUSULATAN КО 


KA NATUKLASAN 
Ку 'NA INDI KA TOONS | 
WARS: OD B 1O ве. 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL. 


A NEW SONG 

BUT WEVE ВЕ! 
IMPRINTED IN OUR 
HEARTS To SING THE 
SAME SONG FoR 
THOUSANDS OF 


1 GENERATIONS. 
NI, 


l 
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BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


ALAM MONG 
TUMATANDA 
KA NA KUNG 
MINAMADALL 
НА NG MGA 
ANAK МО NA 
'GAWIN мо 
НА ANG. 
LAST WILL 
‘AND 
TESTAMENT 
мо 


HOROSCOPE, _ 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


"People like this, It makes them trust and respect you. In 


CANCER (June 21 to 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Be patient with silly 


ACROSS 
1 Hustler from 
Minnesota 

5 Victorous 
Super Вои IV 
coach 

10 Soprano Gluck 

14 Give of 

18 Growiet 

16 Requremert 

17 "Two Years 
Before the 
Mast author 

18 Leeks relative 

19 Sawbucks 

20 Crow 

23 Sock pats 

24 Gumshoe 

25 Engravers 
‘nsirument 

28 Bambi end kin 

30 Carpenry ool 

33 ‘Dies _* 

34 On iha wagon 

35 Rocky peak 

36 Hurt 

50 Moving оће 

ШТ 

on 

42 Panot BA 

43 The Greatest 

^4 Tears 

45 Admontion 

4] May celebrant 

з Wood 
Gur boy 

49 Apple 

56 Assists 

57 Speckled fish 

58 ^ la Douce" 

59 Runoff 

@ School юг 
Piere 

вт Aunis in 
Acapulco 

во Hardy ott 

63 Warring words 

64 Salinger lass 


DOWN 

1 Степ 

2 Asian 
пивото 

3 Prong 

4 Momentarily 
stunned 

5 Mass 
vestments 

6 Louise and 
Tuner 


SOUBORNTODAY You Бае а solid, десс earthy energy 
ZOU BORN TODA peenise you believe in yoursit and it shows. You wil temp heroism given the opportunity 
large measure, hiis Pe che year ahead you must put out energy to build and construct something important. Your 
pay will arrive soon! 
Borloo oer ошт writer; William Shatner, actor; Reese Witherspoon, actress 
ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
(QS тет Sune 20): With Mars in 22). ‘Travel plans are 
{i your sign for the next your sign now, youve ‘ery appealing по бо 
four weeks, ie all about got energy to burn! Ty Forward with any oppor. 
you Dont hesitate to put бо get more physical ex- tunity to expand jour 
Jour own ea бон Ies your ercise. Any Kind of group activity education or see more of de world 
your own needs бен venae апа will please you in the next few You want to broaden your horizons! 
feplenish your strength for theyear weeks 
TAURUS (April 20 to VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
ing hard, spending and ishing andthe media d and oid fames are def- 
making money. Cash is are inevitable now. Just SY sively back in the picture 
Towing! Your best op- be patient You might al- пош Look as good as 
tion for the next few So hear Бот someone you can, because living well is the 
seca oi мау Ree oo your pest wil [ок тени Now lO demo 
low come into your Ме again. Че loose details about shared prop- 
em 
mistakes and goofy er- 
Tos at work. Mixed-up 
Communications and 
los paperwork are par for the 
course now. 
ferpatter Even though 
things didn't work out, what was 
good is always sil there 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Now 21): Old flames 
and romantic interests 
from your past might 
make your heart go pit- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Family 
members and relatives 
might be camped on 
your doorstep now. 
Stock the fridge. Из 
time to trade lies about the bad old 
days. Attend to home repairs today. 


theless, retrograde Mer- 


cry still riggers mixed-up commu- 
nications and minor errors to daily 
activities. 


By Philp. Anderson 


Portland, OR CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 


to Jan. 19): The Moon 
is in your sign today 
This gives you a slight 
edge over others. Never- 


7 Death Valley 
тапу 
а Third baseman 
Rodriguez 
9 Sea cows 
10 Caper 
11 Provocative 
look. 
32 Patch up. 
13 Popups, eg. 
21. are here 
Trap Info) 
22 Quotable 
catcher 
25 Trees of 


ааа 
51-15515) 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You might en- 
counter resistance when 
dealing with the govern- 
ment or _behind-the- 
Scenes business today. 

‘Try again tomorrow morning for 

better chances with success. 
group situations. Part- 


nerships can be helpful. 


Be open to cooperation. 


OBE 


Oe 
ЕЗГЕШЕ ЕСЕ 
CIESETEIEI 


tegon 
26 Errors panner 
21 One-namned 
New Age 
musician 
28 Extnet birds 
29 ге 
Statesman 
30 байк 
31 Map artery 
32 Сара. 
commonly 
за Salon sound 
37 Slugger Hark 
38 Lely 


| 
i 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): This is a 
р сотрейог good дау to join efforts 
45 Packing cases 52 High ume? with others and work in 
46 ТУ епот 53 ТАГку author 
Метас 54 Musim leader 
47 Exodus leader 55 Stun, мла 
48 Mature 
49 Office folder 
50 March 15i 


gn 
56 Back ofthe 
Space Shura 


MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


MALAY Yo! PERO MAS 


OVER SPEEDING КА! 
NAHABOL Ме Ко Е! 


MAMANG PUUS, ANO 
ро ВА ANG VIOLATION 


BossING , SMOKE - 
BELCHING TAYO AT уиме GAAND 
OVER SPEEDING pagis ANé 


Ш 


т AND We ARE ABOUT. 
TÖ SEE MIHAEL GETTING 
HIS VERY FIRST HAIRCUT. - 


HeoRAYNESS! 


Pinih- CANCEL Ni MAM 
KLASE MAMIA? УЕН! 


АЕН ano Be? 


тюл. NYONA YAN! 


(By SHR TESS? 
Оа РАСА. 
NESS 


рн“ TAGA- INGUIRER. 


HULIHIN Mj N ME 
ейин паии ane 27 TRIBUNE?! SAEMAN 


ERFCRITIOZE KAY ATE GLO” 
тер KOMUNISTA, OPOSISYON 
AT MGR РАК“ 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


MAERDESTID NGD BA TESCO 7 
O SI FAT AND THIN 
TEYOT 


А? = 


ROUNDUP 


‘Jewel’ at Market! 

OF COURSE, Lady Han will cook for Filipino fans. But only on televi- 
sion, and only tomorrow, when she guests on GMA 7's “Unang Hirit” as 
part of her Philippine TV guesting schedule this week. 

The star of the popular Korean 
telenovela, "Jewel in the Palace," 
Han is arriving today with her 12- 
year-old “Jewel” co-star 
Janggeum. Their three-day visit is 
part of the commemoration of the 
15th Anniversary of Asean-Korea 

! Dialogue Partnership, organized 
by the Korean Embassy. 

Aside from "Unang Hirit,” they 
will appear on "Star Talk" "S- 
Files,” “Sis” and “Kapuso Mo, Jessi- 
са Soho.” 

During their brief stay, they will 
also visit an orphanage. The best 
part is a meet-and-greet on at the 
Play Zone of Market! Market! in 
Bonifacio Global City tomorrow 
with the Pinoy followers of the 
popular series, where Han plays 
‘one of the royal cooks. This will be 
preceded ру a mini-concert featur- 
ing Faith Cuneta 6:30 p.m. 

The commemoration activities 
includes a food festival to be par- 

ticipated in by 30 out of 100 Korean restaurants in Metro Manila. The 
public is invited to all events. 


у? for box office victory 
LOS ANGELES—Audiences were in a rebellious mood, lifting the ac- 
tion tale "V for Vendetta" to the top spot at the weekend box office. 
with a $26.1-million debut. 

The Warner Bros. film, which stars Natalie Portman and Hugo 

| Weaving in a story of revolution against a totalitarian British govern- 

ment, bumped off the previous weekend's box-office leaders, “Failure 
to Launch” and “The Shaggy Dog." 

Estimated ticket sales for Friday through Sunday at US and Canadi- 
an theaters, according to Exhibitor Relations Co. Inc., official trackers. 

1) “У for Vendetta,” $26.1M; 2) “Failure to Launch,” $15.8M; 3) 
"The Shaggy Dog,” $13.6M; 4) "She's the Man,” $11M; 5) "The Hills 
Have Eyes,” $8.1M; 6) “16 Blocks,” $4.7M; 7) “Eight Below,” $4.2M; 
8) “Tyler Perry's Madea’s Family Reunion,” $3M; 9) "The Pink Pat 
ther,” $2.5M; 10) “Aquamarine,” $2M. АР 


Possibie wedding 

CERNOBBIO, Italy—The main thing missing from the much-rumored 
wedding between Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie were the bride and 
groom. 

Still, officials held out hope that the couple would give a Hollywood 
ending to the weekend and show up to tie the knot in this Lake Como 
retreat, 

Cernobbio Mayor Simona Saladini said she had been told Saturday 
to remain on standby for possible official functions into the evening, 
that police in the Lake Como area had been placed on alert and that a 
private security firm had increased security around George Clooney's 
nearby villa, 

Jolie, who starred alongside Pitt in “Mr. and Mrs. Smith,” is expect- 
ing а child this summer. AP 


Touchy Tom 

LOS ANGELES—Actor Tom Cruise threatened to boycott promotion of 
his upcoming Paramount Pictures film unless a sister cable TV net- 
work pulled a “South Park” rerun lampooning the Church of Scientol- 
ogy, industry sources said on Friday. 

‘Representatives for Paramount and Cruise, a prominent Scientolo- 
gist, denied he made any such threats or had anything to do with the 
Comedy Central network canceling plans to air a repeat of the “South 
Park" episode titled "Trapped in the Closet," on Wednesday. 

Trey Parker and Matt Stone, creators of the crudely animated car- 
toon hit, issued a quirky statement, filled with references to Scientolo- 
gy and the science-fiction writings of church founder L. Ron Hubbard, 
Suggesting Scientology was behind the scheduling change. Reuters 
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Zuleta left, | 
brought fruits | 
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5 from a ‘tiangge’ 


зА ses OO 
RUFFA GUTIERREZ, organizer, with two of her gowns that were 


GRETCHEN Barretto holds up one of her 
five outfits that were auctioned off. 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Rudy Esperas 


AYARAN MO MUNA "YAN, 
B ‘day,” Annabelle Rama 

called to a woman who 
seemed to be sneaking out with 
anorange gown. 

It was one of the unexpected. 
scenes at the Market! Market 
Trade Hall on Saturday's 
"Celebrity Tiangge for Leyte,” or- 
ganized by Annabelle's daughter- 
Ruffa Gutierrez, to raise funds for 
the recent mudslide victims. 

The gown, created by Inno Sot- 
to for Ruffa, was sold for P4,000. 

Ruffa recounted another fun 
moment, this one during the auc- 
tion: "We announced that the bid- 
ding would start at P1,000. 
Someone shouted, ‘P500! We 
had to explain, Pataas po ang bid- 
ding." 

Gretchen Barretto auctioned 
off five gowns; Kuh Ledesma do- 
nated one. багу Valenciano gave 
an Armani jacket. Ruffa's nude 
evening dress was the top seller: 
Теа Calzado bought it for P7,500. 

Quickly running out of goods, 
Donita Rose, who shared a booth 
"with Heart Evangelista, proceed- 
ed to charge snapshot hunters 
P10 each for the kitty. 

Twins Richard and Raymond 


Gutierrez found their stuff wiped 
out by 3:45 p.m. Jennifer Sevilla 
sold colorful wigs. Dina Bonnevie 
and daughter Danica Sotto set up 
a fortune-teller's booth. 

In 10 days, Ruffa reported, her 
group raised P1 million. 

"Friends who didn’t make it 
this time around are suggesting a 
Part 2, Ruffa said. “It's hard 
work, but its worth it” 


HOT COUPLE: Heart 
Evangelista and Jericho Rosales 


SOLD! For P7,500 (highest auction earner), Ruffa's 
nude evening dress by Inno Sotto, to Iza Calzado. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2006 


ГЇ 


Ur GOUT HE | 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


1 


4 
В. 


Website: wirw.inq7money.net 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo e Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 
Textus your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 263 (Smart) E-mail: pr_business@ingulrer.com.ph 


BUYER'S 
LE 


The No. 1 


Computer Magazine 
in the Philippines. 


As ofS pm, March 1, 2006_ 
$ s 
ЎЎ ива ' 
уз EY 
_Asof pm, March 20, 2006 
GOLD: $555.70-556.20 
per ounce Hongkong March 20,2006 


Srock MARKET 


1339545 w7amU 
(Gee stock market report on Page B4) 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


Ramon's Oil firms 
multiple ee cut LPG 
Angst /B3 prices /B10 


Stocks hit highest level since '99. 


Shares close 1.0496 higher on RP's improving fiscal picture, 


By Elizabeth L, Sanchez. 


STOCKS YESTERDAY SURGED 
to its highest level in six-and-a- 
half years, with share prices 
closing 1.04 percent higher, on 
the back of positive economic 
news, analysts said. 


According to traders, foreign investors аге 
seen to be returning to the Philippines after 
moving to the sidelines over the past few 
weeks amid continuing efforts to oust Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The Philippine Stock Exchange composite 
index finished up 22.40 points or 1.04 per- 
cent higher at 2,185.71, after trading be- 
tween 2,163.31 and 2,186.34. 

This is the main index’s best finish since 
‘Aug. 31, 1999 when it ended at 2,173.82, ac- 
cording to the PSE's research department. 

‘The broader all-shares index gained 13.76 
points or 1 percent to 1,336.02. 

‘Analysts said that a “crucial” resistance or 
psychological level—pegged at 2,160 to 
2,170—was breached in yesterday's trade. 
They said the breach could trigger another 
round of buying this week. 

“There was a technical breakout, the next 
target is 2,200," Joseph Roxas, president at 
Eagle Equities Inc., said. 

“The index will likely encounter resistance 

STOCKS/BS 
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PRESIDENT v 

Macapagal-Arroyo 

attends the launch of 

Dell Philippine's 

Customer Contact 

Center at the Mall of 

Asia Complexin 

Pasay City. Looking 

on are Del nc, 

founder Michael Dell 

(extreme right), 

Trade Secretary 

Peter Favila, (second 

from left) Michael 

Garrison of Dell, and 

Pasay City Mayor 

Wenceslao Trinidad. 


RP seen to have 2M call center workers by 2010 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


said on Tuesday. 

Her projection represents а 15- 
fold increase in the number of call 
center and business process out- 
sourcing (BPO) employees working 
in the sector. At present, the number 
of workers stands at about 125,000. 

Speaking at the launch of the lo- 


cal Dell contact center in Pasay City, 
Ms Arroyo said that it is possible to 
achieve the numbers because of 
ipino? unique communications 
skills that help convey not only tech- 
nical information, but "hospitality" 
as well 


UP TO TWO MILLION FILIPINOS— 
more than 2 percent of the country's 
population—may find themselves 
"Working as call center agents by 


2010, President Macapagal-Arroyo RP SEEN/B3 
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IPR body adopts ‘no settlement’ policy 


mucus | [KING JANES] (CHILDREN’S| Strengthening 


исте тени | NEBULIZER | drive against 
1] Teddy” | counterfeiting 


SITE LOCATION: 1281 С ARANETA AVENUE, Q.C. 
AUCTION DATE: MARCH 23,2006 (THUR), 10:30 AM I. 
UNDER THE INSTRUCTION OF A MAJOR Nebutizer 
JANITORIAL / CLEANING SERVICES COMPANY : + Designed for kids : 
RETOUCH® 173) UNITS INDUSTRIAL FLOOR POLISHER 17", (89) UNITS INDUSTRIAL + Imported from the U.S.A. | By Ronnel W. Domingo 
Унија teu, | | BEOOR посна МОС BUCKET W WENGER, (S) PCS RUGREAMAD ‘Reale 
com 2 д Д лай ы 
= .2 ООЛАК ТҮРЕ (B) ECS. RUBBERMAID WASTE RECEPTACLE Packer Мойун | AN INTER-AGENCY BODY TASKED TO PRO- 
Sane eter Bie WHEEL (8) UNITS ALAVER STEEL FILING CABINET, CLEANING tect intellectual property rights yesterday said 


ee Goes Па раните сагс aa: PEE | [o> FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT) "отчет Ре 
Corsice MENU COS ARCONOMONS, SHOP EQUIPMENT AND MANY MORE. | | Sommet, Sires tee 
The policy is aimed at strengthening the 


@ Quantum Care Medical Products T исо оо дини арен момци Т rer | ваа „пк rely is aimed et sone 
ta 1ST rra Pag Tn e WE BUY FACTORIES & MANUFACTURING PLANT ELT) uum The national committee on IPR, which 
Баг ninety FOR VIEWING SCHEDULE AND REGISTRATION CALL FOR INFO : 
pu rr | Рон 123-3277, 299-8333. 299-8318. (0928)633-300! the Intellectual Property Office is heading, 
pem Pr visit our wees: : nie зар i sus Said it was implementing the “draconian 
үзү; ање, [joel S (032- OR EMAIL US А" measure in addressing IP cases" by no 
pom aee den ана, 0, Uvestrear longer allowing out-of-court settlement be- 
i tween parties in cases that were being in- 

vestigated. 

IP Philippines Director General Adrian 
S. Cristobal Jr. said the measure would 


give more teeth to enforcement and prose- 
[8] H IB A cution efforts and, at the same time, legal- 
iy disposing of prospective and pending IP 


cases. 

‘The committee is composed of represen- 
tatives from the Criminal Investigation and 
Detection Group of the Philippine National 
Toshiba recommends Windows® XP Professional. | Police, National Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice and the Bureau of 
Customs, Office of the Court Administrator 
Satellite M70-P540 of the Supreme Court, National Book De- 


оке бо ote velopment Board and the Optical Media 
Осын тайда n te өе Board. 


EL 
Бъ а 


ОЧА oraque 2B L2 Ota, атана Cristobal said these agencies agreed to 
ese 220080 Нино Corsacion 602-1103 adopt a uniform system in enforcement, in- 
vestigation and preparation of IP cases. 

He said the DOJ had ordered prosecutors 
to shun settlements between parties in ЇР 
cases at the preliminary investigation 
stage. 

The “no settlement” policy is expected to 
discourage cases of piracy as well as dispel al- 


per: 
^n E 3 х 3 
legations that the government's prosecution 
of IP cases are weak and slow. 
ГО = Also, the DOJ's anti-piracy unit has decided 
$ r n x E Satellite M70-P543 it would no longer entertain affidavits of de- 


Р tet ате блот E : 
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\ SuperMulti Drive and HDD protected: by shock absorbers: Get your poseer emi the cases based on the evidence pre- 
È Toshiba notebook одаи!" b Ки 
[3 Lp за palin id, soni o bu epp DOR CORAM “If parties want to settle, they could just 
: шш ETC. 5 Ен 308 do it before the court ог during the trial 
stage.” 
‘Ayala Center Makati City Са И Earlier, Cristobal was designated to oversee 
2 Apr 2006 —€— the governments overall anti-piracy cam- 
paign as President Macapagal-Arroyo or- 
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REO ya IRI EXPORTS FROM THE ISLAND OF MINDANAO 
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Rechargeable В-Сей Lithium-ion battery frightened demand for its products. Export fig- 
‘ear carry-in international ures indicated that traders from the South were 
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= enues reached 51.68 billion іп 2005. The 
= 107-percent export growth of Mindanao was way 


=, 
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Romeo Montenegro, an economist from Med- 
Со, said that the top exports last year included 
coconut ой, fresh bananas, sintered ore agglom- 
erates, pineapples and nickel ores. 

Michelle V. Remo 
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Fuel blend meets 
RP standards 


TO SOFTEN OIL FIRMS' OPPOSITION TO THE 
use of coco as a fuel blend, the Department of En- 
ergy revealed an analysis made by its US counter- 
Ы рап, which stated that coco methyl ester 
Pur TENOR Per #17. sono 2008. (CME)-blended diesel was just as good or even 
better than pure diese! 
ES F А 24/7 toll-free сай ж service Citing the report of a unit of the United 
y) Talk-Z:-Toshiba | нту and chic! support States Department of Energy, Philippine offi- 
P senpe tosme-ana commu Ой call us at +65 6744 7717 cials said various tests performed оп CME, 
: both pure diesel and СМЕ fuels met existing 
Toshiba Mobile Computing Partner: 
Tricom mamics, Inc www.tricom.com.ph Philippine National Standards for diesel tuel 
ARE Mele eee Bag ЭШ Son: GA Puyat Ave. V 0-855 to 32 Fx 860.0008 quality. 
Petron Corp., Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp. 
and Chevron Philippines Inc. ll wanted to have 
more tests conducted оп CME before consenting 
E ——— arine руат to seli pre-ented coco biodiesel det trom 


[eie Maso ачыш their pumps, AbipallL. Ho 


corres acu s men mts отус Tree-lined power plant 


‘THE STATE-RUN NATIONAL POWER CORP. HAS 

CE planted close to 4,000 tree seedlings around its 

ke xdi Batangas Coal-Fired Thermal Power Plant 
ia asia Sones Saat (ВСЕТРР). 
‘According to Napocor, the planting of the 

x MOBILE seeds falls under the state firm's Greening and. 
Sc по ah con TECHNOLOGY Greenbelt Establishment Project, which involves. 
——M planting some 10,000 trees in open areas around 

RUNI eoa pra o the power plant. 

Napocor said the Power Plant Regreening Pro- 
Jet and the establishment of greanbelts would be 
Implemented in ай of its generation facilities around 
the country. AbigaliL. Ho. 
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From page BI 


at the 2,200 psychological level,” AB Capital 
Securities also said in an advisory to clients 
yesterday. 

All sectors were on the green, with value 
turnover reaching P1.5 billion. Gainers led 
losers 63 to 31 with 44 stocks unchanged. 

Volume was 1.9 billion shares worth 
P1.499 billion ($29.3 million). 

The peso was at 51.087 to the dollar as of 
mid-day. 

Investors are cheering the fact that the gov- 
ernment has been able to contain its budget 
deficit for the first two months of the year as 
revenues increase while corporate earnings 
look solid and set to rise. 

"The market is buying all the good news," 
said Nestor Aguila of DA Market Securities 
nc. although he cautioned that some stocks 
now appear to be steep. 

“We've seen strong foreign buying in the 
past sessions,” said Nina Tinio of Unicapital 
Securities Inc. “It seems that confidence in the 
Philippine market has returned.” 

The national government kept its cash bud- 
get shortfall at P40.4 billion for the first two 
months of this year—16 percent below the 
target figure—as improved revenue collec- 
tions offset increased spending because of 
debt servicing. 

The Department of Finance said that in 
February, when the value-added tax (VAT) 
rose to 12 percent from 10 percent, the bud- 
get deficit amounted to P25 billion, P2.2 bil- 
lion below than the target ceiling. 

The government kept its two-month bud- 
get deficit below the programmed ceiling of 
P48.1 billion despite some overspending in 
February. 

Revenue collections of the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue, Bureau of Customs and Bureau 
of Treasury jumped across the board, helping 
the government гање P136.9 billion in rev- 
enues in January and February, up 21.1 per- 
cent from P113.1 billion in the same period 
last year and exceeding by Р9.1 billion the 
two-month target set at P127.8 billion. 

‘The BIR exceeded its two-month collection 
target by P2.5 billion, posting P91.2 billion, 
up 23.8 percent year-on-year. 

Also, remittances from overseas Filipino 
workers surged by 16.5 percent in January to 
$917 million from $787 million a year ago on 
the back of increasing appetite to invest in lo- 
cal property assets. 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone was 
the main mover, up P35 at P1,865. 

Top-traded Ayala Corp. rose PS to P350 
while its unit Ayala Land Inc. gained 25 cen- 
tavos to P11. 

Globe Telecom Inc. was up P5 at P900. 

Bank of the Philippine Islands fell 50 cen- 
tavos to P63 on profit-taking after rising in the 
past sessions. 

San Miguel Corp. A shares ended steady 
at P60.50, while San Miguel Corp. B 
shares advanced P1.50 to P80.50. 

With a report from AFP 


RP seen ... 


From page ВІ 


“We have proven that fiber optics not only 
transmit data or voice, but also Filipino hospi- 
tality,” she said. "Because it's not yet possible 
to download a handshake or e-mail a hug, the 
next best substitute is a Filipino call center 
employee.” 

1t is unclear, however, how Ms Arroyo ar- 
rived at her estimate, although the govern- 
ment has been trying to encourage job cre- 
ation in the information and communications 
technology sector in recent years as a means 
to offset the rising level of joblessness in the 
country. 

Yesterday, the President attended the open- 
ing of the Dell contact center, which has ini- 
tially hired 300 employees to provide techni- 
cal support to the company's clients abroad. 

During the event, Michael Dell, chair of the 
world’s largest computer manufacturer, an- 
nounced plans to expand the contact center, 
first to its full compliment of 700 employees, 
before further adding 1,400 seats to it 

“Our plan is to expand {to 1,400 employ- 
ees], then we'll evaluate it from there,” Dell 
said during a briefing, 

The contact center occupies 145,000 
square feet of space at the SM Mall of Asia 
complex at the controversial Pasay City recla- 
mation area, 

А statement released by Dell said the facili- 
ty is equipped for the company's most sophis- 
ticated training programs, and features “tech- 
nologically advanced" tools for delivering 
"superior customer experience." 

"This new facility is a result of the direct 
way we do business, and it's an important in- 
vestment that demonstrates our commitment 
to providing customers with the best possible 
experience whenever they contact (us],” Dell 
said. 

Dell officials declined to reveal the cost of 
the facility or how much more they plan to in- 
vest in it to double its capacity 

‘The company has 30 other contact centers 
operating around the world, making its local 
operations more of a token presence, espe- 
cially after Dell announced the previous day 
plans to hire up to 20,000 employees for its 
operations in India. 

The Pasay site is Dell's second facility in 
Metro Manila, Last year, the company opened 
а 17,000-square-foot recruiting and training 
center in Makati City. 

In a related development, Dell said the 
company expects the local market for person- 
al computers to continue to grow at a fast 
pace, in line with rising demand for PCs all 
over the world. 

Dell said the company sees local demand 
for its products growing by 30 percent to 40 
percent this year. 


RAMON ANG WOULD EASILY QUALIFY 
as one of the most overworked manage- 
ment executive in the country today. 

"The president and chief operating offi 
cer of the sprawling San Miguel Corp. has. 
been given his 30th simultaneous chair- 
manship, that of Del Monte Pacific Lid., 
the Singaporean-lised fruit and beverage 
company that San Miguel and Unilab heir 
Joselito Campos Jr recently acquired. 

Prior to Del Monte, Ang, 50, was al- 
ready chairman of the board of 24 other 
companies, mostly part of the San Miguel 
empire, but also including a number of 
non-San Miguel ventures like Philippine 
Diamond Hotel, the moribund Cyber Bay 
and two other real estate concerns. 

‘Ang, the trusted lieutenant of San 
Miguel chairman Eduardo Cojuangco 
Jt. also sits as chair and president of the 
Smits, the San Miguel IT Services 
Group also based in the Ortigas head- 
quarters, and the little-known San 
Miguel Mills Inc. 

Asa further indication that he is the де 
facto third and most powerful “son” of 
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Cojuangco, Ang is also listed as the chair- 
man and president of three post-office 
box companies headquartered in the tax- 
haven shelters of Bermuda, British Virgin 
Islands, and Labuan, East Malaysia. 

‘The total does not include the 16 oth- 
er local and foreign companies where 
Ал also sits as director and, in one, as 
vice chairman. 

Even during the early Erap days 
when Cojuangco regained control of 
San Miguel 12 years after his abrupt de- 
parture, Ang һай been heard telling 
friends and associates about the long 
working hours at the country’s largest 
food, packing and beverage concerns. 

‘Still, the time concerns did not deter 
both Cojuangco and Ang from engi- 
neering the aggressive domestic and 


foreign acquisitions that have made 
San Miguel into a serious, if somewhat 
leveraged, regional player. 


On La Salle's ‘padasal’ 

THE LA SALLE prayer brigade led by Bro. 
Armin Luistro indeed had a frank meeting 
with the La Salle alumni donors ticked off 
by the “oust-GMA use of the Taft campus. 

Butthe outcome of the encounter, al- 
though it eased tensions, could not ap- 
parently even be diplomatically termed 
as "fruitful." 

"The meeting went very well and 
ended with a better understanding of 
[their] respective positions, [with] both 
sides agreeing to respect each others 
views,” said former Finance Secretary 
Ramon del Rosario Jr. 

Del Rosario confirmed that the meet- 
ing had indeed taken place in his Phin- 
ma penthouse office in Rockwell оп 
March 7, not last week as previously re- 
ported in this column. 

Del Rosario said alumni coordinator 
Bro. Rafael Donato was in the meeting, 
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Many of us breeze through life while others seemingly float along. Do both in the new Playa Calatagan. 


Just two and a half hours drive from Manila, Playa Calatagan is the country's first tourism estate designed around a beach 
Exclusive seaside residences. Hotels. Retail stores. And a two Kilometer stretch of pristine white sand beach guarded by one of the 
Playa Calatagan blends old world charm with the conveniences of modern living So whether you're а 
couch potato or a weekend Indiana Jones, every living moment is worth a lifetime. 


Never miss a beat. 


butheld off givingother names. “Z? 

According to the grapevine, Коптен! 
Central Bank Gov. Jose Cuisia and for- 
mer Finance Secretary Roberto de 
Ocampo were also present, as well as La 
Salle alumni and Mike Arroyo cousin 
Benito “Bomboy” Araneta, Marcos Ro- 
ces, “Pocholo” Borromeo, new alumni 
association president Juanito Gervasio 
and his predecessor, Jose Tanjuatco. 

‘According to the grapevine, Ocampo 
later on invited the group to his homg 
fora*Part 2.” 

Part 2, it turned out, was, we are not 
Kidding, ballroom dancing. * 


Heard through the grapevine _ 
THE POLICE are now revising (ей. 
charge against Dinky Soliman to that of 
buying and falsely advertising a 
“DKNY” imitation shirt which she ac- 
quired for P10 from 168 Mall. 

As itturns out, the real DKNY does not 
соте in extra-short, extra-wide sizes. |, 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsi.net or! 
cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com) 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


STATE-OWNED LENDERS DEVELOPMENT 
Bank of the Philippines and Land Bank of the 
Philippines are planning to enter the offshore. 
bond market to raise $230 million to $280 

$ million, top officials of these banks said. 

‘The DBP intends to sell in April or May 
$130 million in hybrid instruments eligible as 
core or tier 1 capital. This is the first time DBP 
will venture into the foreign capital market. 

.landbank plans to issue $100 million to 
$150 million worth of bonds for its supple- 
‘mentary or tier 2 capital during the same pe 

оф This will be its first attempt to borrow 

rofn overseas markets in nine years. 

ie. These activities will allow the two govern- 
nent banks, whose capital raising activities 
are restricted by their respective charters, to 

meet stiffer requirements under the new In- 
‘ternational Accounting Standards and Basle 2 
capital adequacy framework. 

*t During DBP's appreciation party for its con- 
duit wholesale lenders Monday night, DBP 
president Reynaldo David said US-based 
global rating agency Standard & Poor's was 

,giinderaking a due diligence on the bank to 
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State banks to float bonds overseas 


DBP LBP need funds to comply 
‘with stiffer capitalization rules 


rate its proposed hybrid bond float. 

The planned offering, to be arranged by 
Barclays and Deutsche Bank, is still awaiting 
the BSP's and Department of Finance's ap- 
proval, he said. 

Hybrid tier 1 capital instruments have equi- 
ty-like features that make them acceptable as 
tier 1 capital. They may be in the form of un- 
secured subordinated debt or preferred 
shares with step-up feature. 

‘This and its planned domestic fund-raising 
activity will raise DBP's capital adequacy ratio 
to 38 percent from 25 percent, David said. 

їп the meantime, the DOF has approved 
Landbank’s bid to issue up to $150 million in 
subordinated debt maturing in five years. 
"They removed the guarantees and we want it 
that way because we want it as tier 2 capital," 
Landbank president Gilda Pico said. 

The bond issue will raise Landbank’s capi- 
tal adequacy ratio to 17 percent from the cur- 
rent 12.8 percent. It has mandated Deutsche 
Bank to manage its tier 2 issuance. 

Landbank is the country's third biggest 
bankin terms of assets (P310.45 billion) as of 
'end-2005 while the DBP ranks seventh with 
assets of P210.6 billion. 
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Interest rates: 
*251-99T 
“1001 - 499T 
*500T-999T =11% pa. 
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of Banking Service 


LHEAD OFFICE Tels: 533-8244 * 533-4022 * 533-4024 * 535-9394 * 535-9391 * 534-7562 

BRANCHES Bacoor Tels: 529-8870 * (046) 417-3541, (046) 417-6373, Telefax: (046) 417-3483 * Pasig Tels: 
642-8704, 642-6885, Telefax: 643-7133 “ Baliuag Tels: (044) 766-7905, Telefax: (044) 673-3214 * San Fernando 
Tels: (045) 961-6015, (045) 963-1056, (045) 861-2618, Telefax: (045) 961-6014 * Сайма Tels: 655-9068, 
Telefax: 248-0209 * San Pablo Tels: (049) 582-7796, (049) 562-7756, Telefax: 520-6018 " Calamba Tels: (049) 
Telefax: (049) 834-1890 * Tayug (Pangasinan) Tels: (075) 572-2454, (075) 572-2031, 
Telefax: (075) 572-2453 * Morong Tels: 691-6551, 691-5533, 


653-0175, Telefax: 653-0170 


MEMBER: PDIC. Deposits insured up to P 250,000 per depositor. 


СЕ Eamashi 
12% interest per year 

СЕ With monthly payment of 
interest TAX-FREE 

(Ef Securea loan with your 
deposit as collateral 

LZ Foronly Php 25,000 
minimum deposit 


АМА Rural Bank of Mandaluyong, Inc. 


Investment firm 
plans to buy 
3.696 of LRWC 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS-REGISTERED 
investment firm Arlington Investments in- 
tends to acquire a 3.6-percent stake in bingo 
operator Leisure and Resorts World Corp. 

‘Arlington's proposed investment infusion will 
raise for the bingo operator about Р50 million, 
Leisure and Resorts president Alfredo Abelardo В. 
Benitez told investors in a briefing Monday. 

An investor needs a 9-percent stake in Leisure 
and Resorts to acquire one board seat. 

Benitez said Leisure and Resorts would is- 
sue new shares to Arlington. He is hoping the 
deal will be closed before the end of this 
month. This will be Arlington's first invest- 
mentin the Philippines. 

Leisure and Resorts earlier said it was ne- 
gotiating with a foreign investment holding 
Company with assets in Asia to buy a 3.6-per- 
cent stake in the company. 

The prospective buyer has assets in Asia, 
particularly China, Korea, Hong Kong and the 
Philippines. 

‘The investor is inter- 
ested to buy 285 mil- 
lion shares of Leisure 
at between P174 and 
184ashare. 

The shares under 
negotiation will come. 
from the unissued 
portion of the autho- 
rized capital stock of 
Leisure and Resorts. 

Leisure and Re- 
sorts intends to use 
the proceeds to fund 
its expansion plans, 
as well as those of its 
subsidiaries. 

Leisure owns 100 
percent of AB Leisure. 
Exponent Inc. (popu- 
larly known as Bingo 
Bonanza), 

Benitez said the 
company was plan- 
ning to roll out 30-50 
"bingo boutiques" in 
high pedestrian traf- 
fic locations this year. 

Leisure and Resorts 
may spend P1-P2 mil- 
lion per boutique. 

It also holds a 
50.75-percent stake 
in First Cagayan, the 
master licensor of In- 
ternet gaming opera- 
tons in the Cagayan 
Special Есопотіс 
Zone and Free Port. 

Its unaudited net 
income for 2005 
stood at P64.1 mil- 
lion, up from Р203 
million in 2004. 
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March 21, 2006 
Country 

United States 
Japan 

United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Sulzerand 
Canada 
Singapore 
‘Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Мама 
Brunei 


Dollar 
Equivalent 


1000000 
0.008604 
1.756900 
0.128894 
0.774653 
0863185 
0.619655 
0721917 
2.853505 
0.266638 
0617742 
0000110 
0.025846 
0272287 
1216700 
0325415 
0467814 
0.163038. 
0022509 
0.270453 
0.092885 
0.625195 
0.153078 
0.016644 
0.159444 
0.001034 
0.130246 
0.019264 
0030887 
0200456 


Peso 
Equivalent 


51.0420 
0.4392 
80.6757 
65790 
305308 
44.0587 
31.6284 
368481 
1354402 
136087 
31.5308 
00056 
13162 
138981 
62.1028 
166098 
23.8782 
83218 
11535 
188045 
47410 
219112 
78134 
0.8495 
8.1383 
00528 
66480 
0.9833 
15765 
00238 


Equivalent 


0821895 
0007072 
1443988 
0105937 
0636584 
070948 
0509292 
0.593340 
2180903 
0219149 
0507719 
0.000090 
0.021243 
0223791 
1000000 
0267457 
0384494 
0.134001 
0018574 
0222284 
0.076342 
0513845 
0125814 
0.013680 
0.131046. 
0000850 
0.107049 
0015833 
0025386 
0000383 
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Gov't 

By Michelle V. Вето 

‘THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE. 
said the government was consid- 
ering increasing its domestic bor- 
TOWings to as much as 65 percent 
of its total financing requirement 
for the year if interest rates would 
remain favorable. 

Under the fiscal program for 
2006, the government intends to 
borrow 52 percent of its financ- 
ing requirements from domestic 
creditors and secure the remain- 
ing 48 percent from foreign 
lenders. 

The 52-percent share of domes- 
tic borrowings to the total funding 
requirement would amount to 
about P310 billion, while the 48- 
percent foreign credit translates to 
about $4 billion. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves said the programmed bor- 
rowing mix of 52:48 could still be 
adjusted depending on fiscal and 
interest rate developments. 

“We don’t need to fix the bor- 
rowing program (at 52:48). Local 
borrowings may account for 60 or 
65 percent of total financing re- 
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may increase domestic borrowings 


international reserves (GIR). 


Taking advantage of low interest rates, 


the country to meet its import re- 


Y 
quirements and the BSP's ability 
GIR measures the capability of ко protect the peso from specula- 
tive attacks. w 


minimizing exposure to forex risks 


quirement if the situation in the 
domestic front remained favor- 
able," Teves said in Filipino dur- 
ing a televised round-table dis- 
cussion with President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo yesterday. 

Christine Sanchez, the coun- 
пуз deputy treasurer, said in the 
same forum that the 91-day Trea- 
sury bill rate had recently slid to 
the 5-percent level from as high 
as 10 percent. 

‘The decline in the rates of 
‘Treasury bills and bonds made 
the government's domestic bor- 
rowings cheaper, creating more 
тоот in its tight budget for other 
expenditures other than debt ser- 
vicing. 

Finance officials said interest 
rates on the Philippines’ foreign 
borrowings had also been declin- 
ing amid the governments im- 
proving fiscal condition, 

But Teves said the DOF pre- 


ferred domestic borrowings over 
foreign loans which could expose 
the government to foreign ex- 
change risks. 

‘The finance chief was quick to 
add, however, that adjusting the 
governments borrowing mix 
would not solely be the call of the 
DOE He said the policy on the 
government’ borrowing schedule 


would have to be consulted with 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, 
which monitors the country’s dol- 
Tar holdings. 

‘While the DOF is eager to bor- 
row more from domestic rather 
than foreign sources, the BSP 
does not share the same enthusi- 
asm because lower foreign bor- 
rowings would mean lower gross 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 


FOR SALE: 55000 sqm developed 
commercial property with existing daily 
income-generating business. Second 
Phase developments being implemented: 
200 Tiangge stalls, Dampa and 18 
units 2-storey commercial building. 
Cash / Terms. h Appraisal Value. 
0906-442-5046 


Earn as much as 6.2594! 


Deposit Amount 
ИНЕС 
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100,000 - 499,999 

500,000 - 999,999 

TOMM - 4.99MM 

5.0MM < 9.99MM 6.000 

10.0MM and up 6.250 

Enjoy monthly interest earnings for 1, 2 or 3 year placements. 
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Lununous & Spacious 
Interior 


‘| Palmeras - 


Ú The newest addition to Herald Suites facilities. 

3 Elegant colonial atmosphere that enhances 

À whatever function you choose to hold in it. 

|| Tae the Herald Suites F&B package with its 

Й irue-to-your-needs service and what do you get? 
Events successful and memorable. 


Palmeras 
Every occasion an event 
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HERALD 
SUITES — 
Where ГА like fo be 


For reservations, please col (622) 759-5270 to 81 Fx (632) 759-6282 
Wowwheroósutés сот * 2168 Choo Races Ave, Makat Giy Phippres 


‘SYSTEMS CORPORATION 


{Basic Php 18,500.00 
iPro 1 user Php 27,500.00 with a FREE Payroll Pro sol 
1рго 5 users Php 65,500.00 


GENERAL FEATURES. 
“VAT Enabled 


“Genel Ledger 
З Уатан, 100,000 Businesses, 


“Inventory & Services Project Costing Worldwide! 
-Integrates with Handheld Pocket PC É 


“Departmental Accounting (Pro Only) 
"Purchase Orders Sales Orders Invoices 
T Cheque Wrlting/ Tracks importation Costs 
T Supports Multi Currencies (Basic: Dual Currency / Pro: Unlimited) 
“Integrates with MS Word and Excel 
T includes Crystal Reports? for Unlimited Custom Reporting 
"Customizable Screen interface 
T Password Security Levels to Control User Access 
~ Generates Full Time Audit Trail 
Stores 100 Years of Financial History (Pro only) 


FREE! next version upgrade 


ег now and complete your accounting system 

ware for 30 employees only! 
For more employees you can avall of higher versions of 
Mustard Seed Payroll Pro Software 


3004 8 Summit One Office Tower, Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong City 


MUCTAR 
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THE 2006 VOLVO 580 VALUE INVESTMENT PACKAGE (VP) IS ALL ABOUT CHOOSING THE LUXURY YOU DESERVE. ITS 
TIME YOU OWN VOLVO'S HIGHLY-ACCLAIMED FLAGSHIP LUXURY SEDAN THROUGH THE MOST CONVENIENT FINANCING 


PACKAGE AVAILABLE 


THE VOLVO 580 V.LP. IS VALID FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY. DONT LET THIS DEAL PASS YOU BY. 
RUSH TO THE NEAREST SHOWROOM AND TEST DRIVE A VOLVO 580 NOW. 


VOLVO MAKATI 
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Fantastically Fresh Idea: 


Miss This Even 


TABC/PIILIPPINES 


Intemational Association of Business Communicators 


invites you to the 


SN 


И Asia Pacific 
{1 Communication 
Ў Conference 


March 30 & 31, 2006 
at the Greenbelt 3 Cinemas 
Ayala Center, Makati City 


ДЇ Two full days, 20 speakers, 2 lunches & 
$5 4 snacks, handouts, all at Greenbelt 3: 
3S it's a steal at P5,000! 


Plenary Sessions 


IABC Chair Speaks: Global Perspectives 

PR Opportunities Across Asia 

Naga: Communication in Transforming a City 
A PR Board and Licensing Practitioners 

Media and Big Business 

The 'Envelope' Please. 

PR Agencies: Demand Outpaces Supply 
Measuring Communication ROI 

CEO Speeches: Writing and Delivery Technics 
Improving RP's Bad Image Overseas 
‘Communicating a Major Infrastructure 
Ground-breaking Business Ideas 

More Bang for the Buck: Cost-effective PR Programs 
Overturning Myths About Mining and Gaming 
Cinema as Vehicle for Nationalism 
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When Corporate Reputation 
Hangs in the Balance 
Cross-cultural Communication 
Behavior Change Communication 
Presenting Like a Pro 

Scripts that Sizzle 

Making Sense of Financial 
Statements 

Writing for Print and TV 
Corporate English 
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Market prospects getting better 
as investor interest in RP improves 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE AYALAS' BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE IS- 
lands plans to unload as much as P10 billion. 
worth of bad assets this year. 

BPI president Aurelio Montinola III said the 
bank had planned to unload only PS billion to 
P6 billion worth of non-performing loans and. 
foreclosed real estate assets this year. This 
might be increased to as much as P10 billion 
worth of bad assets in view of improving for- 
eign investors interest in the country. 

Montinola said the bank's optimism was 
not even hinged on the prospective extension. 
of the Special Purpose Vehicle Act. 

He said more foreign investors were inter- 
ested in going to the Philippines now. 

“Before we were talking to only one or two 
(potential buyers) at any given time. Now 
we're talking to three to five groups. I think 
they're talking to other banks too, and that's 
good for the country.” Montinola said. 

Last year, ВРІ unloaded about P4.6 billion 
in bad assets—P2.1 billion worth real and 
properties owned and acquired (ropoas) and 
P2.5 billion worth of non-performing loans. 

He said BPI's total bad assets were estimat- 
ed at P45-P48 billion, composed of about P34 
billion worth of ropoas and P14 billion worth 
of soured loans. These figures included bad 
assets inherited from ВРЇ$ latest acquisition, 
Prudential Bank. 

"On BPI side, our NPL ratio is below 5 percent. 
It increased to 6.8 percent when we included 
those of Prudential Bank,” Montinola said. 

Montinola said BPI would also focus on 


MONTINOLA 


cleaning up the bad assets assumed from Pru- 
dential Bank. 

“It would be nice if we could bring that 
(NPL ratio) to 6 or even 5.5 percent,” he said. 

‘At the same time, BPI is aiming at a higher 
loan growth this year at 7-8 percent, or much 
more than the projected loan growth rate of 
3-4 percent for the entire banking industry. 

He said the 10 percent rise in BPI's out- 
standing loans in 2005 was partly due to the 
acquisition of Prudential Bank. 

He said it was too early to tell how much 
profit BPI, which posted a net profit of P8.4 
billion in 2005, would realize this year. 

“Sometimes when the economy improves, 
the spreads also tighten. We'll just have to see 
what happens this year,” Montinola says. 


Gov't to speed up rehab, 
repair of irrigation systems 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE WILL 
fast track the rehabilitation and repair of the 
country’s national and communal irrigation 
systems in time for the planting season, Agri- 
culture Secretary Domingo Panganiban said. 

Panganiban said the Presidential directive. 
to pump prime the economy listed agriculture 
as one of the government's priority programs. 

He said that out of the P3.23 billion re- 
quired for the irrigation program this year, the 
Department of Budget and Management 
(DBM) had released P1.96 billion. 

So far, irrigated water systems have been 
restored in areas covering 21,703 hectares 
under the National Irrigation Administra- 
tion's irrigation system rehabilitation and re- 
pair program, Panganiban said. 

This program was aimed at irrigating 
90,000 hectares of farmlands to achieve the 
government's rice production target for 2006. 

Panganiban said the government was focus- 


ing on irrigation support because the lack of it 
маз the main reason for the country’s failure to 
meet its rice production targets in the previous 
years. 

According to the NIA, of the total 3.126 mil- 
lion hectares of land planted to rice nationwide, 
only 44.84 percent or 1.402 million hectares 
have functioning irrigation systems. Some 
1.724 million hectares either have defective irri- 
gation systems or were relying primarily on 
rainwater for rice planting activities. 

Panganiban said that with the support giv- 
en by the government to the irrigation pro- 
gram, the agriculture department was expect- 
ing to restore irrigated water to an 618,730 
hectares by 2008. 

"The government has earmarked P25 billion 
for the three-year irrigation rehabilitation 
program aimed at supporting agriculture to 
achieve its goal of rice sufficiency by 2009, 
Panganiban said. 


SET UP YOUR OWN 


MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
andor CALL CENTER BUSINESS 


equipped me with ihe 
Be a PART of the Multibillion-Dollar Industry of 


more responsible position; at Medical Transcription, Call Centers, and other BPOs! 


the same time, its approach 
allowed me to balance my 
time between my family and 
career.” 


Extensive and Focused Business Sessions with the experts based 
оп hands-on experience... plus TRIPPING to an MT Facility & Call Center 


WHO MUST ATTEND: Business People, Retirees, Entrepreneurs, Investors, 
Building Owners, or those who are simply looking for business opportuni 
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ABEP Graduate 


We'll teach you how, or your money back!!! 


[Learn to set up the following: 

‘Set up a Medical Transcription Facility and/ 
(ог ContacuCall Centers (from the Micro level 
15 seats} up to the Macro level) 


= Sot up a Training Center (schoo!) for 
Medical "Transcription and/or ContacCall 
Center 


‘Speakers: СЕО/СОО of MT Companies, CEO/COO of contacticall center, MT editor, Home 
based MT editorhranscriptionist, General Manager of a Home-based MT company, Call center 
trainer/OA, Bank Financing Executive, BPO Marketing Executive, and IT experi(s). 
Inclusive of the following: Handouts on actual costings, names and addresses of 
suppliers and industry professionals, potential client list (for Medical Transcription), 
[potential campaigns (inbound & outbound) for call centers. 
Free membership to the Federation of MTs & MTSOs, and Certificate of attendance. 
FEE: P27, 500.00 (Inclusive of lunch & snacks) 
ith 15% Discount for 2 or more attendees 
Workshop / Seminar Venues & Dt 


Metro Manila & Luzon - See you in MAKATI Visayas & Mindanao - See you in CEBU 
Date. March 31 (Friday) & April 1 (Saturday) Dale: April 7 (Friday) & April 8 (Saturday) 
Time: 9 AM to 6 PM Time: 9 AM to 6 PM 
Venue: Dasmarinas Rm., Makati Sports Club Venue: Caribbean Rm, Cebu Waterfront Hotel 
LP Leviste SL, Salcedo Vill, Makati City Salinas Drive, Lahug, Cebu City 
HURRY! Reserve Now! Limited seats only! 
Tor regisnation & deals 
*. | Call: (02) 812-6471 to 72 Cell No. 0917-5069123 
7 infotéitdynamicsphikcom or visir 
wwwitdynamiesphileom 


Master IN APPLIED Business ECONOMICS 


The Applied Business Economics Program 
(ABEP) is а two-year graduate business course 
for young middle managers eager to move 
ahead in the career paths they have chosen. 


ABEP graduates know how the economy works. 
how to forecast, and how fo analyze industries. 
They can make sense of functional areas such as 
‘accounting, finance, marketing, and human 
resources. They ско know how good ethics is 
good business in great dela. 


Backed by over 30 years of experience in 
business and economic policy, ABEP is run by a 
team of internationally Ircined professionals. АВЕР closses are held Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

е information, visit www.vap.edu.ph/abep 

4! 8378549: 6370912 local 375 / 225 
етай abep@uap.edu.ph 
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Plan to stop automatic IT firms urged to seek Aussie partners 


By Ronnel W. Domingo to the trend in industrialized countries panies should look for partnerships 


v. of getting third-party firms in countries with Australian counterparts to get a 
LOCAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY. with lower wages to perform non-core foothold in Australia's BPO market. 
e servicin u 4 enabled service firms have been urged functions, such as accounting and cus- “Since Australia is just getting start 
осу. wit Ашиал tomer servies, to cit cosis, ей on the BPO wave and the business + 
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O YOUR GROUP will also 
Ss those Alterras to 

Mt. Pinatubo tomor- 
row?” inquired one off-road 
club member pointing to sever- 
al parked sport utility vehicles 
ү А ые 


‘Text us your feedback: inquirer mtr name/age/cityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


o Mt. Pinatubo and back 


of Isuzu. “Yes, together with 
the D-Max pickups,” this writer 
answered back. 

He didn’t inquire further although this 
writer sensed his disbelief wondering 
perhaps why our group would risk driv- 
ing the Alterra to Mt. Pinatubo's rugged 
and unforgiving terrain, 

But who could blame him for being 


antsy? After all, most of today's SUVs are 
designed to be more “civilized” and be- 
sides their drivers seldom go off-road but 
rather stay on the paved streets most of 
thetime. 

"Мапу of today's buyers are attracted 
by an SUV's aggressive looking stance 
and other exciting features. Sadly, they 
no longer bother whether the vehicle is 
capable enough to venture to far off 
beaten path or will it perform as expect- 
ed when circumstances warrant it,” Art 
Balmadrid, Isuzu Philippines Corp. УР 
for corporate business division. 


Explore places 

However, Naval noted there will be 
some people who do or would want to 
take their SUVs off the road to explore 
places that they could not go with a car, 
and to enjoy the driving at the same 
time. 

This is what IPC ought to showcase 
with its Alterra and the D-Max when it 


Ў organized the Isuzu Mt. Pinatubo 4x4 


ATOUGH off-roader, the Alterra is very capable when the going gets tough. 


Drive early this month. 


Nissan sacrifice worth our while 


1HAVE TO GIVE IT TO NISSAN. 


For its decision to recall its best-selling Х- 
‘rail sold since 2003, Nissan made a big sacri- 
fice that could cost the Japanese automaker 
losses in millions of dollars. 


FuLL 
TANK 


‘The recall was a result of a factory defect 


distovered in the fuel tank. 
În its statement to announce the recall of 


AlMendoza — 


475,400 units of the Nissan Primera and Nis- 


san X-Trails, Nissan said the affected countries 
include those from Africa, the Middle East 
and Asia/Oceania, including Australia, Aus- 
tralia, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
New Zealand, Taiwan, Thailand and the 
Philippines. Only Canada, which introduced 
the X-Trail last year, is not included in the re- 
colitis 

In the Philippines, some 4,000 X-Trails are 
affected by the recall. 

‘Since its introduction in July 2003, more 
than: 6,400 X-Trails were sold in the Philip- 
pines. But X-Trails produced after January 
2005 are not affected by the recall. 

‘The recall is related to the fuel inlet to the 
gasoline tank called the fuller filler tube, 
‘Which may rust at the tube-mounting bracket. 
Apinhole may result from the rust formation, 
‘which can cause a fuel leak during full refuel- 
ing. 

But the formation of rust will take any- 
where from 10 to 15 years to develop enough 
perforation for a pinhole to form, depending 
оп humidity and other factors. 

“I would like to emphasize that it is the 
overall safety of all Nissan vehicles that is 
paramount in this campaign. This is the rea- 
son we are engaging in this voluntary recall 
‘campaign to inspect and service affected vehi- 
cles. The cost of this campaign will run into 
millions of pesos, but that is something that 
Nissan is willing to shoulder completely for 
the peace of mind of our X-Trail buyers,” Said 
Leman Lee, Nissan Motor Philippines Inc. 
president and CEO. 

Starting May this year, all Nissan dealers 
nagionwide will replace free-of-charge the fu- 
elfiller tube with one that has a higher protec- 


чај 


ufacturers worldwide to make a recall of cer- 
tain vehicle models when a potential problem 
has been identified. In fact, there have been 
more than a dozen recalls made every year 
worldwide since 2002 by various carmakers 
for certain vehicle models,” Lee said. 

"It only takes about one and a half hours to 


replace the part but we do not want to incon- 
venience our customers, so we will start by 
doing inspections first,” said Rolando Gutier- 
rez, NMPY's after-sales and service manager. 
“The campaign will go on until we completely 
changed the parts on all the 4,070 units under 
the recall order” 

NMPI also clarified that no other vehicle in 
its lineup is affected by the recall, particularly 
all the variants of the Sentra, Cefiro and Sere- 
na. 

"It is worth noting that our X-Trail cus- 
tomers are very much happy with the quality 
and performance of their units, and it is for 
this reason that we owe them proper action 
оп this matter,” Lee said. 

CHEERS TO CIVIC! Do you know that the 
Honda Civic is 33 years old this year? On its 
33rd year, the Civic was chosen the 2006 
Car of the Year by Motor Trend, one of 
America’s most prestigious auto maga- 
zines. Consistently, the Civic is voted Car of 
the Year in its class. The award extends to 
the entire Civic Sedan and Civic Coupé line- 
up including the environmentally responsi- 
ble Civic Hybrid and high-performance 
Civic Si models. The Motor Trend editorial 
staff selected the Honda Civic from a field 
of 28 new or substantially revised mod- 
els—the largest to date—recognizing it for 
exceptional value, superiority in its class 
and the most significant development on 
the new-car scene for 2006. Testing took 
place over a two-week period that included 
thousands of miles of on-track driving and 
on-street evaluation, along with several 
days of walk-around appraisals. Hooray! 
That calls for a celebration, Don Arnel (Do- 
ria)? I can see Arnel's angels—Tin Tin, Sh- 
eryl and Carla—smiling. 


against corrosion. 
ic is now standard practice for all car man- 


QUOTE ME. If you have the patience to 
deal with our public utility drivers, you will 
survive anywhere in the world. 


Comments to menjuGpldtdsl.net. 
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Get the Best Oil Change 


ар, 
P4. Includes: 
J É Premium oit fiter « Premium engine 
oe ^ой (with the highest АР! rating of SL) 
+ * Fluid TOP UPS (battery, radiator, 
clutch/brakes) • Tire rotation 
* FREE full safety inspection. 


At each Вари 
performan 


When it is time to change oil, you can trust Rapidé, the leading auto 


Rapidé 


— 


“For IPC the better way is to venture to 
places where our latest vehicle offerings 
will be tested thoroughly. As a matter of 
fact, this is IPCs third time in Mt. 
Pinatubo since this is one of those places 
where we can evaluate our vehicles in 
off-road situations,” said Timmy Naval, 
IPC public relations manager. 

Ronald Baladad, IPC public relations 
supervisor added: "Our customers ap- 
preciate that the Alterra features a 
Touch-On-The-Fly system that will allow 
them to engage to different four-wheel- 
drive modes while driving, that itis pow- 
ered by a three-liter direct-injection tur- 
bocharged diesel engine that promises to 
be а powerful yet efficient power plant, 
and that is equipped with Isuzu's patent- 
ed Flex Ride MOVE (Mobility On Versa- 
tile Equilibrium) that promises a much 
smoother and comfortable ride. But 
would it be nice to experience these fea- 
tures in actual situation?" 


*Warm up' the Alterra 
Indeed, IPC was so confident that the 
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day before the group's actual drive to Mt. 
Pinatubo, they let us motoring media to 
take turns in "warming up” the Alterra 
(around Sacobia bridge near Clark Cen- 
tennial Expo) for the next day's event. 

‘That afternoon of driving through 
loose or slippery grounds—plus how the 
way some of the drivers zigged and 
zagged the Alterra—already proved the 
SUV's readiness. 

Although the way to Pinatubo's crater 
is always difficult, Alterra's straightfor- 
ward system easily pulled itself through 
rocky river crossings. The Alterra's four- 
wheel-drive low-gear setting was essen- 
tially helpful for creeping over big rocks 
and slogging through loose sands. 

In the end, the Alterra made us all be- 
lievers. Considering the Alterra that the 
group used all carried standard sets of 
equipment, they still went home unscathed 
excepts for the expected dirt and grime. 

“Our buyers should now feel confident 
that they not only have a handsome SUV 
but also highly capable off-road compan- 
ion," said Baladad. 


ALTHOUGH AN UNPLEASANT INCI- 
dent marred the launching here on 
Feb. 28 of a Chinese brand of motor 
vehicles, it will by no means stop the 
eventual influx of Chinese made cars. 

In 2005, China exported 172,800 
vehicles (mostly trucks), an increase 
of 27 percent from the previous year. 
Chery Automobile Co., one Chinese 
manufacturer, sold 18,000 passenger 
cars overseas. Chery and other Chi- 
mese car exporters are currently fo- 
cused on the Middle East, Russia and 
Southeast Asia but are eyeing the rich 
North American and European mar- 
kets. To sell cars, not just trucks. 

In fact, Chery aims to sell cars in the 
United States in late 2007 via Ameri- 
can entrepreneur Malcolm Bricklin. By 
2008, Chery hopes to export 300,000 
то 400,000 cars to the United States 
and other countries. Geely, another 
manufacturer, plans to produce two 
‘million cars a year by 2015, with two- 
thirds ofthese to be sold outside China. 
Standards 

But will Chinese cars meet US and 
European safety quality and environ- 
mental standards? Ar present, not 
likely, although foreign automakers 
that have joint ventures with China's 
state-owned car companies already 
export cars. Honda Motor Co. joint 
runs a factory in Shanghai wih 
Guangzhou Automobile Group and 
Dongfeng Honda Automobile Co. that 
produces the Jazz compact car for ex- 
port. Honda expects to ship 25,000 
Jazz units from China to Europe this 
Year and the export figure will be in- 
‘creased to 50,000 eventually. 

Made-in-China cars were already 
being sold in the Philippines long be- 
fore the Nexus brand was launched 
ast month, However, these сиз are, 
strictly speaking, not Chinese cars as 
they bear the General Motors brand: 
the Chevrolet Venture minivan and 


And now, Chinese cars 


ON THE 
RoaD 


Aida Sevilla- `, 


Mendoza 


the Chevolet Lumina midsize sedan. 

GM, by the way, sued Chery, alleg- 
ing that Cherys best-selling export 
model, the four-door compact known 
as the ОО, was a copy of a car de- 
signed by GM's South Korean affiliate, 
GM Daewoo. The two reached a set- 
tement last year, but would not reveal 
details. One or two Japanese carmak- 
ers have also sued Chinese manufac- 
turers in the past for copying their de- 
signs, but I cant remember which 
brand, 


Determined 

The Chinese penchant for copying 
foreign automakers’ innovations and 
designs and the generally inconsistent 
quality may not win buyers outside 
China despite the lower prices, but 
watch out! China is determined to 
transform its automobile manufactur- 
ing industry into a global force. 

"The Lifan Group, one of the world's 
biggest motorcycle manufacturers 
with sales in 112 countries, together 
with the Communist Party is bidding 
to buy a sophisticated car engine 
plant in Brazil from Daimler-Chrysler 
and BMW in order to take it apart, 
piece by piece, and transport it to 
Western China where it will be put 
back together again. 

If Lifan succeeds, China could 
leapfrog. South Korea to catch up 
with Japan, Germany and the United 
States in producing fuel-efficient yet 
comfortable cars like the Honda Civic 
and the Toyota Corolla. For the 
biggest technical obstacle facing Chi- 
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nese automakers is their failure to de- 
velop a sophisticated, reliable engine 
as they modernize and prepare to ex- 
portto the United States and Europe. 

Tritec engine 

The Campo Largo engine factory 
chat Lifan wants to buy was built i 
southern Brazil in the late 1990s at a 
cost of $500 million by а 50-50 joint 
venture of Chrysler (before із 
takeover by Daimler-Benz) and BMW. 
Ic combines the latest American and 
German technology to produce the 
L.6-iter, 16-valve Tritec engine, one 
of the most technologically advanced 
and fuel-efficient car engines in the 
world 

By the time production began in 
September 1998, however, the Cam- 
po Largo engine factory was already a 
corporate orphan due to Daimlers 
takeover of Chrysler. Daimler had am- 
ple engine manufacturing capacity of 
Rs own and was uncomfortable col- 
laborating with its German archrival, 
BMW. 

Nonetheless, BMW installed its half 
of the engines from Campo Largo in 
its Mini Cooper while Chrysler put its 
share of the engines into its Neon 
compact cars and the PT Cruiser. Now, 
BMW has announced that future en- 

ез for the Mini Cooper will come 

m a factory in France owned by 
PSA Peugeot Citroen. 

Even if Lifan succeeds in bringing 
the Campo Largo engine plant home, 
China wont find it easy entering de- 
veloped car markets. It took Japanese 
саг companies some 20 years to es- 
tablish themselves in the US market, 
Korean automakers did itin about 10. 
How long will it take the Chinese? @ 
(With reports from The Wall Street 
Journal and The New York Times) 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: It 
you win the rat race, youre stilla rat. 


Lessons in and from 


А BAD EXPERIENCE, EVEN WITH the 
smallest of automotive details, is often 
the first step down the long provincial 
highway of disenchantment. It would 
not be exaggerated to say that we de- 
mand nothing less than faithful, 
unerring operation from the simplest 
of features found on our automobiles. 

Being mechanical in nature, no 
amount of maintenance or care can 
stave off the inevitable failure of any of 
a myriad of a са? systems. Strangely, it 
is in these moments of failure that we 
learn more about cars—and sometimes 
more of our own selves. 


Hydraulic brake line failure 

“There are failures that are categori- 
cally more catastrophic than the odd 
cabin bulb conking out or the cigarette 
lighter that does not glow orange any- 
more. Take a hydraulic brake line fail 
ure for instance. Characteristically sig- 
naled by a sickening, sinking feeling, 
this motoring malady is physically man- 
ifested by the middle pedal slowly trav- 
eling all the way to the floor рап. 

The ability to brake is severely hin- 
dered and gets to a point where only an 
immovable object will halt your now 
unstoppable hunk of metal on four 
wheels. You're lucky if this occurs in 
crawling traffic as fender benders are 
more often than not, survivable. 

‘Take this system failure to an empty 
stretch of expressway, at double the le- 
gal speed limit and I'm sure many will 
Begin to contemplate their continued 
existence on this earth. Purpose Driven 
Life or not, you will ask "whats it all 
about" questions when faced with the 
lethality of velocity. Trust me on this 
опе. 

‘Then there are the immediate and 
catastrophic "absence of traction” situa- 
tions—random, freak events that will 
put the fear of a supreme being into 


Andre Palma 


most any spiritual skeptic. There's noth- 
ing like a complete tire failure or an un- 
intended aquaplaning stunt to make 
one proclaim their faith, out loud and 
with the utmost fervor and conviction. 


Significant factors 

Tire failures are fewer and far be- 
tween these days, owing to two signifi- 
cant factors: 

1. Slower average speeds are trav- 
eled these days because of the worsen- 
ing traffic. The tires therefore are not 
asked to operate at the limits of temper- 
ature, friction and speed anymore. 

2) Technology is allowing tires го 
deal with so much more trauma and 
abuse. One can be assured that once а 
blowout occurs, something rather ex- 
treme has happened to the tire. 

Aquaplaning, or skidding out of con- 
trol over water, is also an equally rare 
‘occurrence nowadays. Again, improve- 
ments in the ability of tires to displace 
standing water or to critically reacquaint 
themselves with the road surface are al- 
most bulletproof in this day and age. 

Not every drive into a puddle of wa- 
ter will result in a total loss of grip and 
poise. It takes a very foolish or unlucky 
person to find themselves in such a 
cheek-clenching predicament, with sev- 
eral factors having to be in cahoots to 
produce a truly terrible (or terrific) 
slide. Speed and sudden, improper 
turn-ins are the biggest culprits in this 


case. 
Tve personally been in both these un- 


failure 


controlled situations in the last half year 
or so, probably owing more to the fact 
that I spend quite a lot of seat time іл 
cars but also quite possibly just some- 
thing that can be attributed to my 
dodgy luck. My resignation is more 
stubborn and dumb than stoically defi- 
ant, actually. 

‘What about the less life-threatening 
situations when something in our cars 
fails to deliver as promised? Is there as 
much to be learned from these annoy- 
ing occurrences? 


Horn malfunction 

Just last week the hom on my daily 
drive failed in the middle of my mom- 
ing commute. While this particular mal- 
function sounds rather innocuous, 
imagine the sheer terror of not being 
able to warn rampaging buses of the ex- 
istence of a tiny lite hatchback. Ies like 
not being able to say, "Excuse me," to 
the schoolyard bully on your way to the” 
drinking fountain 

During the postmortem оп the spent 
hom, it was discovered that there was 
то electrical problem that caused said 
system to tank. It just failed due to 100 
much use and abuse, somewhat a rare 
occurrence in a car that is less than two 

ars old. Chalk this one up to driving 
Habits and my volatile temper. In the 
end | did the poor hom in, with my 
spiteful, venomous use of said equip- 
ment. 

"The author stands guilty No warran- 
ty claim here, ladies and gentlemen, 
‘This is a case of pure driver abuse and 

shows complete negligence and the 
lack of car sympathy, clear and simple. 
Was the poor horn rehabilitated back 
into usefulness? Not by any chance. It 
got replaced by a louder, more intimi- 
dating tone—one фаб! knock the sun- 
glasses off the next blasé jaywalker. 
How telling indeed, 
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NFA-DepEd 
launch food 
for school 
program in 
Tawi-Tawi 


IN AN EFFORT TO 
keep school children 
in school, the Ма- 
tional Food Authority 
and the Department 
of Education 
launched here the 
Food for School Pro- 
gram II recently. 

The program shall 
benefit atleast 2,555 
Grade 1 and pre-el- 
‘ementary pupils in 24 
pre-identified public 
schools in Тане Та 

NFA Tawi-Tawi 
provincial manager 
Israel Jadjuli said that 
the NFA has alloted a 
total of 1,175 bags of 
rice fortified with iron 
for the program's 
implementation for 
23 school days for the 
month of March 
alone, 

Under the pro- 
gram, the school 
children will be given 
a kilogram of rice for 
every day in school 
while their parents 
undergo values for- 
mation activities and 
productivity skills at 
the same time. 

The program was 
conceived to answer 
the growing hunger 
and lack of proper nu- 
trition among public 

“elementary school 
children. 

A survey con- 


ATTY. RODOLFO R. 
MAGSARILI 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
on March 16, 2006 at the age of 79, 
at Methodist Hospital, 
Los Angeles, California, USA. 


His children VICTOR & 
STEPHANIE, RODOLFO JR. & 
MARILOU, ALBERTO & MARISE, 
MARIA CRISTINA & ERNESTO and 
their CHILDREN together with his 
sister-in-law LOLITA B. QUIZON give 
thanks to the Lord for the blessing of 


JUANITO ABAD CASTANEDA 


of Imus, Cavite 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
at the age of 84 on March 17, 2006. 


His wife AURORA RAMOS; children (Napoleon 
& Yolanda, Paulita, Oscar & Josefina, Imelda & 
Gary, Florita & Rolando, Antonio & Ma. Mercedes, 
Manuel & Veronidia, Angel & Susan, Crispin & 
Jane Marie, Lea & Dantel), sister and brothers, in- 
laws, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and other 
relatives request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Mater Dolorosa 
Chapel, Gen. Satorre St., Imus, Cavite. 


Interment will be on Saturday, March 25, 2006 after 
the 2:00 p.m. Mass at the same Chapel. 


THE 


ERITAGE PARK 


доо Š 7 | 
1 ADELAIDA BACOSA ABRERA ! FORT BONIFACIO 


Peacefully joined her Creator and her Loving husband Jose P. Abrera 
оп March 20, 2006 at the age of 92. 


Let our Funeral Home.& Crematory ease your burden 


She shall be missed by her loving children Josefa, Alicia & Jose (1), Basilio 
& Marietta, Jo-Zayda & Edgar; grandchildren, great grandchildren and relatives. 


Her remains lie in state at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City, 


*Elegant & Spacious Chapels «US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 
Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 


ducted by the SWS 
showed that 21.46% 
of these children suf- 
fer from 
short-term hunger 


Chapels 1 & 2. 


Interment will be on Saturday, March 
Park, Marikina City. 


25,2006 at 10:00 a.m. at Loyola Memorial 


*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 
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syndrome and under- 
nutrition 


For more info on 
NFA programs, the 
public may send con- 
cerns via the Text 
NFA Program 
through mobile num- 
ber 0917-6210927. 


CALL 
POEA 


зания HOTLINES 


722-1144 
or 722-1155 


[ For your Classified Ads | 
requirements, call our 
Classifieds Advertising 


Teu 


899-4425; 897-2535; 
897-8425 (Telefax) 
CUBAO: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
MAKATI; 892-5578; 811-4361; 
811-4370 
KALAW: 528-0213; 527-3342 
MEGAMALL: 635-0219; 635-0220 
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T] LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Ти. Nos. Quezon City : 712-3001 + 743-6502 
‘Manila: 711-6931 to 35 
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GERARDOF.SANTOS | Sa мағал 
Озара, Ра 


Hones... 


74 


KG on the First Death Anniversary of the late 


DR. SYLVIA C. VIDA 


Who passed away on the 22% of March 2005. 


Her husband Col. Antonio A. Vida (Ret.) 

Children Antonio, Jr. and Janice, Allan and Debbie, 
Albert and Margie, Arnold and Lourdes; daughters Annie 
and Ivan, Arlene and Alfredo, Astrid and Emil; sisters and 

grandchildren Lance, Samantha, Matthew, Cathy, 

Antonnette, Tony Boy, Allan Marco, Sabrina; other 
relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the 

eternal repose of her soul. * 


Holy Mass will be offered at 4:00 p.m., March 22, 2006 
exc at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. 
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EU-TRTA LAUNCHING AT CUSTOMS ANNIVERSARY. Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves and customs officials unvelled the tar-pauline of Trade 
Related Technical Assistance (ТАТА) Programme/Customs component as 
part of its launching ceremony during the anniversary celebration of the 
Bureau of Customs. The European Union (EU) has donated some 1.5 million 
euro to boost customs trade facilitation and revenue collection. Shown from 
left are: Deputy Commissioners Bernardo Sales, Celso Templo and Gallant 
Soriano, DOF Sec. Margarito Teves, Customs Commissioner Napolen 
Morales, EU Head of Operations Section Frank Hess, Deputy 
Commissioners Alexander Arevalo and Reynaldo Nicolas. 


~ CLASSIFIEDS . 


Republic of the Philippines 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES SYSTEM 
Diliman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO BID 


Sealed proposals will be received by the System Bids and 
‘Awards Committee, University of the Philippines System, Quezon 
Hall, Diliman, Quezon City, not later than 3:00 p.m. on April 11, 
2006 at the System Supply and Property Management Office 
(SPMO-SYS) for the selection of Internet Service Provider. 


Total approved budget ceiling : P4,000,000.00 


The pre-bid conference will be held on March 29, 2006 at 
3:00 p.m., SPMO-SYS, UP Diliman, Quezon City. Bid documents 
‘at P4,500.00 per set are available starting March 24, 2006 at the 
SPMO-SYS. Contact person: Eduardo G. Sabat, Telefax No. 926- 
4919, email address: egsabat@up.edu.ph 


‘The University of the Philippines System reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids, as well as to waive any defect or 
informality required in such bids, and to accept such bids as may 
be considered most advantageous to the University. 


(Sgd.) CYNTHIA GRACE C. GREGORIO 
Chair, System Bids and Awards Committee 


(POI March 22 & 29, 2006) 


NFA's “buy-back” program benefit 


North Cotabato farmers 


AT LEAST 48.964 BAGS OF PALAY AMOUNTING TO Р28.3 MILLION HAVE 
been sold to the National Food Authority by nine farmers cooperatives, 
farmers’ organizations and irigators as of January this year under the 
agency's Farmers’ Option to Buy Back (FOBB) program. The program allows 
Individual farmers and farmers’ organizations to deliver and зен their palay 
stocks at NFA-designated warehouses with the option to buy back the same 
stocks within six months or within one cropping season, giving them the 
‘opportunity to avail of their stocks as the need arises. The minimum deposit is 
100 bags for individual farmers and 500 bags for farmers’ organizations ог 
cooperatives. NFA provincial manager Fernando Nuñez said that this scheme 
will enable palay farmers to maximize their earnings by withdrawing and 
seling their stocks when the buying price in the market is higher. Among the 
armers' organizations that availed of the food agency's FOBB program are 
Maharlika Farmers MPC; Central Miang Upland/Lowiand FMPC; Broy. 
Langkong Integrated FA Incorporated of Miang, North Cotabato; Christ the 
King MPC; Lower Paatan Integrated Cooperative Incorporated of Kabacan, 
North Cotabato; Sta. Catalina MPC; Hervilia Momorial Community irigators 
System Incorporated of President Roxas, North Cotabato; North Cotabato Free 
Farmers Cooperative incorporated (NCFFCI): and LIBRIS Div. 1-CATUBU 
Irrigators Association of Pigcawayan, North Cotabato. For more Information. 
оп NFA programs, the public may send their concerns via the Text NFA 
Program through mobile number 0917-6210827. 
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CONSOLIDATED MATRIX, INC. 
“A leading services group" 
is in need of 


CORPORATE AND LABOR LAWYER 


Basic Qualifications: 
26 to 35 years old 
atleast one (1) year experience in trial 
and ligation 
‘extensive knowledge in corporate and 
labor law, employee benefits and 
compensation 
knowledge in contracts preparation review 
‘and documentation 
‘good scholastic records. 
high degree of human and interpersonal 
relation. 
Good compensation awaits for the. 
successful applicants 
All interested applicants may submit their 
resumé with school credentials and 
sample of pleading prepared to: 

315 СМІ Bullding, 
Commonwealth Avenue, Diliman, О.С. 
ог сай (02) 951-15-15 loc. 255 * 931-11-13 
for detalis look for 
Rowyn 
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Prinens Diocese 
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TL ALMORANAS. 
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XELODIPAP SMEAR 
 EONPIITELABONITORY 


лес 05: 4392706 
4373898/9139474 
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алас of records at 
таеп Hardware 
SS Aurora Blvd., 
Cubao, Q.C. 
Tol. No. 421-2070 


TAMAT оти (Ly 

FCMC i3 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF. 

HONG KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION] 


MATRIMONIAL CAUSE NO.10022 OF 2005 
вит 


CIA, MELBA AROMIN 


Petitioner 


Mkti-Cndo — 2.5M 
2br 21b 78m? + Pkg. 
Tel. 9125847 
9123744 
CP — 0917-8991581 


md 
MAGALIANES, JOSEPHI LOPEZ. 


NOTICE 
A DIVORCE PETITION HAS BEEN FILED 
AGAINST, MAGALIANES, JOSPIN Z ol 
Ойлоп adress who may apply o е Family Court 
СУ. Wanchai Tower, No.12 Harbour Road, 
ong. fora соу of the Petition. IP win one 
номе wiih the Registy the 

ih absence 

ане 


Respondent 


To be advertised as follows: ~ 
Ones in an Lngih newspaper published and circulating 
ia Pipes 
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How you look says a lot about who you arè. So always dress the part, with the power of Nissan: Patrol. Driven By Power 


For your next acquisition, wear black. 


LPG prices have been reduced four times. 
since January, for a total cut of P2.24 a 
Kilogram or P24.64 a cylinder, 


Oil firms 
cut LPG 
prices 


EE 
PATROL Reduction inint 1 
LPG prices cited 


e meman а лыш |ua nioa рана“ wen pa moa аат f By Abigail L. Ho 
Universal Semmens Semma [шшш БЕЗ ШОШО 
d ега Бете om. Ени LESS THAN A WEEK SINCE THE LAST PRICE 
CO, Ea See ШАМШИ eee, ene 5 rollback, ой firms have again slashed prices of 
poro ИШ ———Ж their liquefied petroleum gas by P1 а kilo- 
gram. 

Petron Corp. Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp. Chevron Philippines Inc. and Total 
(Philippines) Corp. cut prices by the same lev- 
el effective 12:01 am today. 

You worked hard for Todays reduction brings the prices of 
your Dollars. Now, letyour Petron’s Gasul to between P483 and Р493 à 
Dollars work hard for you. cylinder, Shell's Shellane at between P495 and 

P510, and Total's TotalGaz at around P482.50. 

As with the previous price reductions, the 
ой firms cited the drop in this month's inter- 
national contract price for LPG, as well as 
competitive market forces, as the reasons be- 
hind the rollback. 

‘These new suggested retail prices already 
The fruitful investment plan that | include the 12-percent value-added tax. 
combines high potential уе and | Тһе new retail price for Chevron’s Caltex 
guaranteed Ме protection coverage. | LPG was not available as of press time. 

With а minimum investment of | _ According to data from the Department of 
$2000, you can maximize your | Energy, the international contract price of 
Dollars’ earings while making swe | LPG shed almost $100 this month, falling to 
thal your loved ones are cared-or | $530 per metric ton (MT) from an all-time 
and protected. high of $625.50 per MT in February. 

Мб Money Tree gives you access | In January, international prices soared to 
to local and fishore funds thathave | $582 а МТ from $538 the month before. 
performed better than Dollar time ` Since the start of the year, LPG prices have 
deposits as shown below: risen four times by Р2.17 per kilogram or 

P23.87 per 11-kilogram cylinder, 

Куз Prices have since been reduced four times for a 
"ш" | 9 total cut of P2.24 a kilogram or Р24.64 a cylinder. 
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Introducing 


== | = || Rules on sale 


E 


ama Of LPG as car 


fund or a combination of the мо funds. 


You have the fey to make fuel readied 
additional investments anyline or 
Such investments from one fund to 
another and enjoy Не accessibiity 
seria чарот аб оп удз money. | THE JOINT GOVERNMENT OIL INDUSTRY 
и ‘Technical Working Group, a collaboration be- 
wm fenes cere ^ een the government and the private sector 
леп Тыш your harbeamed has completed the guidelines covering the 
Dolar are managed wel. sale of liquefied petroleum gas, chiefly used 
for cooking, as transport fuel 
Eastern Petroleum Corp. president and 
working group member Fernando Martinez 
Cal (02) 528-5555 said the new autogas standards were com- 
тст скс: pleted last week and would soon be included 
<n nee sets ва тийнш | in the Philippine National Standards, 
га ‘The new rules, Martinez said, were based 
on the Australian autogas standards. 
ТОРЛИ м | These were not as stringent, however, to al 
naaakit | low more players to participate. 
einen, Роби кака Despite this, he said safety was a prime 
dieses О талтан тент | consideration in drafting the rules 
ELLE Under the new rules, oil firms who want to 
ОШЕН тошун | invest in the autogas business need not put up 
aen oem нечие, | dedicated stations. A 
ын ыланы | They can just place autogas dispensing 
Береты н ататани сэттен | pumps beside those dispensing gasoline, 
fepe sed" | Kerosene and diesel. 
A certain distance, however, should be 
Seri инана аны | maintained to ensure safety as LPG is highly 
унан ы | Иене, 
‘ett эте menis anf ria inves Martinez said he expected the completion 
| ofthe autogas standards to help jumpstart the 
industry. 
Не said that according to initial computations, 
motorists could slash as much as 25 percent from. 
their fuel budgets by converting to autogas. 


y x ‘The Joint Government Oil Industry Techni- 
cal Working Group is led by the Department of 
Energy, in cooperation with the Department of 
£ ‘Trade and Industry's Bureau of Product Stan- 
терәге aare dards and the Department of Interior and Lo- 
a cal Government's Bureau of Fire Protection. 
Alerter On the private sector side, participants in- 
e VN acan | oude members of the Independent Philippine 


КАКО 
ХАХАХАХА 


Let your Dollars grow wilh AIG Money 
“ree, and shelter your loved ones no. 


www.ephilam.com Petroleum Companies Association and the 
Philippine Petroleum Institute. Abigail L. Ho 
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The hard work has paid off. We are celebrating graduation season with spe- 
cial issues dedicated to new graduates. This week, we have essays penned by 
seniors of class 2006, fashion tips for those special graduation parties, a gift 
guide, and nuggets of wisdom from celebrities who know that there's a rea- 
оп education comes before fame in the dictionary. Next week, we'll help you 
make those all-important after-graduation choices with stories on graduate 
studies, jumpstarting your career and stepping into the real world. 

Rock on, graduates! 


wwe Ook lovely, 


P1,195. On Nikka: 
Polka-dot navy-blue 


тп M young graduate! 


Text by Bianca Consunji For girls lucky enough to 
2bU! Correspondent not have restrictive dress 
Photos by Ocs Alvarez codes (a few schools require 

their graduates to wear cer- 


МСЕ AGAIN, tain garments), the options 
ө are endless. 
O БГ te Season туо pick dresses with 
of togas and short sleeves апа 
diplomas, and alotof lightweight fabrics in order 
serious celebratory tominimiesweatinginsde [2 
partying. the hot, crowded auditori- | 
Right after the gradua- Ums. Overly tight fabrics 
tion ceremonies, fresh grads and too much lace will 
and their family and friends make you itch (you 
often head out for dinner Wouldnt want to keep 
and drinks, Save yourself Squirming uncomfortably 
the trouble of goinghometo during the long speeches), 
change clothes, and look for 50 Keep these to а mini- 
dressy but comfortable mum, too. 
clothes that you can wear Again, comfort is key, so 
under your togas. хоокусз 
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Comedienne Giselle Sanchez imparts helpful tips to AHHCHOO-free days. 


ЄС ON MONEY to 9375. 
Daily subscription • P2.50/ delivery 


ON MONEY Money-saving tips for fresh grads 
who want to save up for their frst job. 
ON RAKET Small business ideas for students on 
Giselle Sanchez can't 1 just had persistent colds.” Summer vacation and fresh grads 
afford bothersome $ Giselle would be sneezing 
sneezing al day. Арап regularly, especially upon 
from being a highly waking up in the momi ашыды авы 
soughtafer corporate ‘The regular sneezing was Text Р <HEVWOAD> to 9575 for рокопез 
show — hos, her ] ю frequent that Giselle Text М <KEYWORD> to 2375 for monotones 
schedule is filed with would finish up two boxes Є. P findsi4 to 2375 
endless television and of tissue and that's just in Р15/ monotone * P20/ polytone 
movie appearances the moming. People with Е Soe Л ДЫЛЫ СУ, 
singing engagements. allergic rhinitis such as “That's What Friends Are For ‘Dionne Warwick 
and stand-up comedy Giselle may sneeze 30, 40 Masaya Bamboo 
performances. On top or even 50 fimes a day. inuman Ма, Parokya Ni Edgar — Inumanna 
of It all, she takes on As a result, Giselle took Drew ници Te 
two more demanding medication for colds, which 1 
roles—being a wife and expectedly did not relieve. 
а mother. her allergic rhinitis symp- Text (<HEYWORD> to 9375 
With so much to deal toms. Giselle shares, "My ©. L 910903 to 2375 
with, for Giselle, allergic > eyes continued to water P15/ icon 
rhinitis is no laughing * and itch. 1 stil had a runny 
matter. nose, and my throat re- 
Allergic rhinitis mained itchy and irritated,” 
happens when there she shares. "The only time RET 


ee рсете сени нена ALLPARERS 


Doe long оС пава when 1 drank an antihis- Sext UU EKEVUJORD» to 9375 
membrane caused by tamine—Benadryi AH 5 
exposure to allergens ну! ек. Ш DVGRADO! to 2375 


(Diphenhydramine На)” 
such as house dust Now, Gisele s disposition P20 wallpaper 


mites, pollen, animal has vastly improved, ok aa 


commen’ Фл, 
dander, or pollution allowing. thie funny lady ж? 
Usually тае of j 


х ^ ; io spread more laughter iPS k Ж I F. 
protein, allergens GOL ieee: AHHCHOO-free! тед 1 MEN 
ore substances tor ^ннсноонее piae i. d^ | 
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of allergic rhinitis 5аосһе; огеегез. Diphenhydramine 
as sneezing, runny o ША day without as Text GRAD to 2375 for other graduation offers 
clogged nose and itchy. И nagging interrputions 4 lenadryl* AH e 
watery, red eye: та E — S. Ск 

red eyes. cotes гот allergic rhinitis. i Plus ба sgentxt соо 
helpful tps: : y 

Be wary of house dust. 

House dust miles are very 
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n "1 didn't know the term allergic rhinitis unti | Allergic Rhinitis! 
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By Saleema Devi Refran 
2ЫЛ Correspondent 


 ADEVERYTHING GONE 

according to plan, 1 

"would have graduated 
with a college diploma in 2004. 
By now, I would have а stable job, 
an ample amount of savings and 
а vast collection of very, very 
beautiful shoes. Well, none ofthat 
happened (except for the shoes 
рал). Believe it or not, my gradu- 
ating two years late made every- 
thing so much better. In fact, its 
the best thing that has ever hap- 
pened tome. 

1 have always believed that 
the choices we make define us 
and our futures. Transferring to 
another school was probably 
the best decision I've ever made 
in my whole life. 

1 transferred to the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines two years 
into my Miriam College educa- 


By Jonathan Lansang 


ears 


fs aae dt 


енота: 


tion of becoming a pre-school 
teacher. I decided to pursue my 
passion for writing and aban- 
doned a possible practicality- 
driven life. So what if the pay 
low in writing and that the 
Philippines is one of the most. 
dangerous places to be a jour- 
alist? I don't care. Ies what I 
love and long todo. ~ 

My transfer started a domino 
effect in my life. The good 
things started to come to the 
surface and more windows of 
opportunities opened. It was al- 
зо about the same time I got ac- 
cepted as a 2bU! correspon- 
dent, a dream I had always had 
since I was in high school. For 
the first time ever, everything 1 
could possibly want is but an 
arm's length away from me. 

Being immersed into the UI 
system was also something. 
Imagine being in the midst of 
unbelievable personalities ev- 


del 


ery day, actual people who are 
making a difference in the lives 
of Filipinos everyday, activists 
calling for change and even oc- 
casional rock star. Being 
taught by the movers and shak- 
ers of today's society leaves one 
wanting to make something of 
oneself as well. 

Talso got the chance to have 
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the most exciting classmates 
ever. Some were amazingly, in- 
sanely smart, some amazing, 
some just plain insane. There 
were also plenty of sleepless 
nights, gazillion of zits and a 
couple of pounds added. It was 
a fun, fun ride. I never even no- 
ticed the years finally building 
up to graduation. 


Сай me crazy but | don't 
have plans of joining my batch- 
mates in our graduation in 
April. 1 tell people 1 just don't 
want to do it or be part of it. 
Anyway, it's just pageantry. But 
deep down, I think I don't want 
to join the graduation rites be- 
cause 1 don't want my college 
life to end. To attend the rites 
means I'm ending everything 
there. 

But not attending the gradu- 
ation rites doesn't mean I'm not 
grateful to all the people who 
have helped me get to where 1 
am right now. I will forever be 
thankful to my parents, family 
and Nanay for supporting me in 
all of my endeavors and believ- 
ing in me no matter what. To 
ту very first journalism teach- 
er, Mrs. Antonia Corpuz, thank 
you for introducing me to the 
world of writing. To all of my 
friends, classmates and profes- 


theyre going to end up as bums the day 


seem to cause doubt about my claims of 


new school, in a course 1 absolutely 


ell worth i 


did as a young teen stud. (Okay, fine, 1 
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sors at the College of Mass 
Communication in UR thank 
you for teaching this soul about 
writing and everything about 
life. 

Looking back, I can't imagine 
how I would have turned out 
had I chickered out from trans- 
ferring. I could have just settled 
for what was in front of me, like 
many others who shirk the idea 
of extending. People often ask 
me what I could've been had I 
chosen practicality over pas- 
sion. I guess we'll never know. 

Of my six-year stay in col- 
lege, Пеатеда lot, I have more 
than enough friends to last me 
this lifetime and the next. Most 
of all, I have all the experience 
and knowledge I need to face 
the world head on. Not too bad 
for following one’s heart, right? 

E-mail the author 
» m ayahoo.com 


at 
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HEN 1 FIRST GOT THE 
news that I flunked out of 
my first college, I was dev- 


astated. 1 couldn't remember any in- 
stance in my adolescent life that had 
made me cry as much as! did that day. 

"What hurt most? It was nearly every- 
thing. Going to a new school, not seeing 
my friends, and the realization that 1 
had wasted two years of my life by goof- 
ing off in school. 

it was only recently that 1 realized 
опе more thing I wouldn't be seeing 
anytime soon. Graduation. 

It feels more than a little strange. 
While Түп back to hitting the books, the 
people I grew up with are at job inter- 
views, with some actually scared that 


“Learned how to learn. To take 
something that was previously 
alien and Greek to me and then to 


after they get their diplomas. A year 
ago, they were worried about what to 
get for their girlfriends’ birthdays. A 
year ago, the arrival of the latest com- 
puter games seemed much more impor- 
tant than responses from potential em- 
ployers. Tempus fugit, indeed. 

Being asked "Dude, so kailan ka ga- 
graduate?" leaves me with a dumb look 
оп my face, since I can't come up with a 
reply. 1 do not want to be known as the. 
"old guy who hasn't graduated yet,” but 
that is ironically what ат. 

‘Some of my new classmates haven't 
even had their debuts yet, for crying 

jut loud! I get called kuya and po a mil- 
lion times a day which doesn't make 
me feel any better about my age—T'm 
22. I've tried lying about my age, but for 
some reason my beard and moustache 


being 17. 

On a less shallow note, though, I do 
consider the considerable amount of 
time and money spent on subjects 
which will never be credited and to 
knowledge ТА never be able to use. Now 
that I've passed my "phase" (what my 
friends call that period where even the. 
brightest student gets lazy and bums 
around), I cant help but feel guilty 
about caring as ite as I did. 

A litle more studying here, a bit 
more research there and maybe Га be 
marching this month, too. But as the 
saying goes, its no use crying over 
spilled milk. 


New chapter 
Thus begins the latest chapter in my 
life. Life goes on, right? Pm in a great 


love. I've gotten my confidence back, 
and am working harder than ever. Real- 
ity check: Im graduating late, but from 
my perspective, I've gotten that second 
chance that everyone wishes they had. 

In my “old age," Ive learned to 
look on the bright side of my predica- 
ment. If 1 didn't, РА probably be in- 
sene, depressed, or both. For one 
thing, like some of my graduating 
friends have said, my not joining the 
work force yet isa bright side in itself. 
Iserewed up my first course (or two. 
okay, so there was a third too, but I 
didn’t screw it up, just didn’t like і). 
But as I said, I love my new course 
and I'm moving in the right direction 
toward my dream. 

Оп top of that, my experiences stop 
me from making the same mistakes 1 


wasa geek and always will be.) Oh, but 
the ladies like us mature guys, don't 
they? 

Seriously, though, thinking about my 
situation and being a late graduate have 
only gotten me more focused. While the 
old me would just accept his loser-ly 
fate, the new me has risen to the chal- 
lenges of my rebirth. 

Tve made myself a promise not to sit 
around and sulk, and 1 intend to keep 
my word. If you have a similar story, 
why not do the same? Getting a degree 
beats bumming around any day. 

Let me end with one more cliché. 
What happens to us guys who got left 
behind? If at first we don't succeed, we 
dust ourselves off and try again. Story 
finished, but, more importantly, lesson 


immerse myself in it until | be- 
came adept at it. Also, if you're 
going to take the time to do 


something. do it weil. Mediocrity 


is for the weak. 


“That time management goes 
a tong way. Especially when 
there are lots of paperwork to 
be read and made." 


“Hans Montenegro 


"Eighty percent of success is show- 
ing ир, says Woody Allen. Don't cut 
class 


“I've learned that you 
don't really have to bea 
‘graduate to be successful. 
in Ме. Perseverance can 
help you reach your 
goals. Just like Lucio Tan, 
Kintanar and Bill Gates, 
Seriously, if was just 
given a chance, | would 
really want to study and 
finish... and | will! don't 
‘care how old | would be. 
No one Is too old for edu- 
cation, To cut the long 
story short, | have no an- 
swer to that question.” 
— Patrick Garcia 


pe 


-Bubbles Paraiso 


"It there is one thing ! learned in 
college that сал apply in my lie, it 
is there is always a solution to ev- 
ery problem.’ You can substitute, 
transpose, cancel, multiply. You 
just have to try tili you get the an- 
Swer—college algebra." 

-Luke Jickain 


"The best thing 1 learned [is] 
make the most out of the time 
you have with friends because 
when you or they start work- 
ing, it will be completely differ- 


‘Meeting and handling different 
people." -Drew Arellano 


ent.” -Mariel Rodriguez 


hat’s the best thing 


Text and photos 
by Nino Mark M. Sablan 
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THROW THOSE PRECONCEIVED NO- 
tions out the window because whether 
you like it or not, many stars DID go to 
college—and learned а thing or two 
while they were at it. 

Whether they graduated with honors 
ог not, completed college or skipped it, 
here are some golden nuggets of wis- 
dom that school taught your fave 
celebs 


рик NE SIT 


i you've learned in college? 


"Best thing I've learned In college is that 
rather than spend time doing something 
you don't enjoy, i's better to go out and 
experience Ме first, discover what itis 
уои really enjoy then go back and study 
that.” -Maike Evers 


"You don't know everything 50 

don't be ashamed to admit 

you're Ignorant of something.” 
-JM Rodriguez 


е best thing I've learned in col- 
lege is how to cope with discrimi- 
nation." = Ornusa Cadness 


“The most profound thing | learned dur- 
Ing my college years came to me when a 
classmate of mine, during Lit recitation, 
‘mentioned a motto she applies to her Мв; 
"бод never gives you trials He knows you 
‘can’t handle.’ Since then, t has been the 
credo | live by." -Blanca Valerio 
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- Look lovely, young graduate! 


ON NIKKA: Apple-green tube dress with sash, P2,480. On Kat: Peach 


dress, P1,795. Both from Karimadon 


CHECKERED dress 
with tulle trim, 
P1,195, Ensembles 


PINK jersey dress, 
P1,295, Karimadon 


BLUE twill tube dress, 
P1,195, Ensembles 


From page Ct 

pair the dresses with pumps or 
strappy sandals you can wear the 
whole day. No use wearing those 
killer stilettos. You'll only end up 
tripping onstage. 

Accessories shouldn't be too 
loud, so wear simple necklaces 
and earrings that are suitable for 
the dignity of the occasion. ІА 
other words, that dog collar 
choker will not do, unless you 
want to make a major statement. 
as theclass rebel. 


Clean and fresh 

Makeup should also be kept 
clean and fresh during the cere- 
mony. Smoky eyes and caked-on 
foundation aren't appropriate. 
Aside from running the risk of 
smearing your mascara and eye 
shadow if you start crying, the 
look required for smoky eyes 
(pale lips and barely there 
blush) might make you look 
washed out in your photos. 

Start with the basics: a clean 
base, brightening eye shadow 
and liner, curled lashes and mas- 
cara, blush and lip gloss. Since 
you won't have too many oppor- 
tunities to touch-up during the 
ceremony, fix your makeup to 
make it last through all the pho- 
to ops after the commencement 
activities. 


Leave the glitter at home for 
the meantime, as you'll just look 
oily in your photos. A light matte 
foundation looks more polished 
and minimizes the need to touch 


up. 

‘Try Maybelline Dream Matte, 
a mousse foundation that 
doesn’t look or feel heavy, or 
Shu Uemura Depsea Perfect, а 
foundation that contains good- 
for-your-skin deep sea water. Al- 
so, POreal's wide range of 
shades in its True Match founda- 
tion line will help you avoid the 
“floating face” look in your pho- 
tos. 

Stick to pastel or neutral 
shimmer for your eye area 
(avoid the heavily contoured 
purple/brown eye makeup, un- 
Jess you want to be mistaken for 
your grandma) and don't forget. 
to curl your lashes. Maybelline's 
Urban Orchid collection has 
pretty lilac and coral hues in its 
eye shadow palettes, perfect for 
asoft, feminine look. 

Since graduation is a time for 
emotional moments, you can ei- 
ther skip the mascara or go with 
а waterproof one. Awake's roll 
curl mascara is perfect because 
it doesn't have bristles on its 
wand (and lets you get as close 
to the lash line as possible) and 
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Don’t stay поте 
this summer. 


Check out the TRAVEL AGENCIES classification in the 
DPC 
м 
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Party-ready 
graduation looks 
mean fresh 
makeup, 
comfortable frocks 4 
and dignified 
accessories 


MAKEUP TATIN YANG (ORESSES) 
‘AND BARI CHAN [MATICLUNG] 
кот они PHOTOS PAT OY 
(MODELS MARLA CABANBAN, 
Насоката 
 GEOLETTE QUERI 
ANOKAT VILLANUEVA 
SPECAL THANI 
TOANGEUQUEVILARAZA. 
DIALACABAANDGATLAO 


MIDNIGHT-BLUE pleated dress 
with beaded neckline, P1,750, 
Karimadon 


“ Shapin 

Бе We 

, for 
special 


A idoy conference 


"Can we ust мой andi 
Sabay tayo, kapain 
‘Homestyle leamhg for the 


Tan do, 


MARCH 25, 2006, Saturday, 8:00AM — 5:00PM. 
Solarium Café, NAPOCOÓR, Quezon Avenue corner Agham Rond, Quezon City 
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Robinsons Galleria Flagship Store 
$ Róbinsons Malls 
Waltermart Malls 

Tutuban Center 

Metropolis Star Alabang 

Festival Mall Alabang 

Nepo Mall Pampanga 


п... 


| With our rock-bottom rates, 
your new home is 
closer than you think. 


Тар 
10.25% 
11.00% 
11.25% 


11.50% 


Р10,322 
Р10,493 
Р10,665 


* Rates apply only for new term Loan releases where purpose з acquisition, 
construction or refinancing, Rates are subject to change without prior notice. 


зо every loan amoünt of P1,000,000 with a 20-year loan term. 


Call 845-8772 or test PSBANK HOME AD «your name> «your landline nos» 
your email address> then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-2327 
For Globe and other users. 


‘Apply at any 
PSBank branch 
nationwide, 
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RADUATION GIFTS, IN 
general, should be for 
keeps. That's why jewelry is 

such a popular gift at this time of 

year. A piece of jewelry lasts forev- 
ет, and its value often appreciates 
as the years go by. 


Find the best place 
for your 
wedding reception. 


Check out the HOTELS classification in the 


al 
M 


|А 


—— 


YELLOW PAGES 


However, not everyone appreciates jewel- 
ту. Some would much rather have practical 
things. 

Here are some gift options for your new 
graduate. 


Laptop 
If he/she doesn't have one yet, now might 
be the best time to get one. A laptop is perfect 
for making presentations to their scary new 
bosses once they start working, and it’s even 
better if they're about to enter college, where 
term papers seem to 
have no end. 


Summer trip 

For many soon-to- 
be members of the 
rat race, the last sum- 
mer before their en- 
try into the working 
forceis their last time 
to be wild and care- 
free. Reward them 
with a trip to a place 
they've always want- 
ed to go to—Europe 
ifyou have the bucks, 
ап interesting trip 
around the country if 
you have a more 
modest budget. Trav- 
elis best experienced 
while young, so al- 
low your fresh gradu- 


ORIGINAL HP INKJET 
PRINT CARTRIDGES. 


Get a free HP Watch everytime-you buy an original HP Inkjet Print Cartridge. 


HP's superior reliability and manageability allow you 
1o experience life-like prints and more. This time, we're 
giving away an HP Watch featured here FREE when 
you get any selected original HP Inkjet Print Cartridge* 
from March 15 to May 15, 2006. 


Original HP Inkjet Print Cartridges. 


porem— — ——Ó ————d 
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IDEAL for 
presentation 
tonew 
bosses 


ate to see the world with rose-colored glasses. 


Scrapbook 

This is a gift best given from one graduat- 
ing friend to another. Compile photos of your 
favorite moments in school (don't forget to 
keep copies for yourself!) and arrange them 
in a scrapbook with other sentimental me- 
mentos, such as tickets and dried flowers. 
Sneak in a funny note or two, and scribble 
‘comments beside the photos to make the 
scrapbook more enjoyable. 


Financial investments 

While many young graduates might not ap- 
preciate “boring” things such as stocks and 
other financially related items, these are the 
gifts that actually matter, compared to the 
iPod that could get outdated in a few months. 
It's ensuring them of a sound future, after all. 
‘Ask financial advisers for help. They can help 
determine what might be best for your young. 
graduate. 


Small practical items 

Ifyou're not that close to the graduate, or if 
you're saving money, get the person a practi- 
cal item or two. This is especially applicable if 
he or she is going to dorm or live far away Do- 
mestic stuff like steam irons, microwaves, 
tape recorders and rice cookers may get you a 
surprised look or two from the recipient, but 
they'll definitely end up using it more than a 
diamond-studded watch, 


of 
JEWELRY 


lasts forever. 


Still, nothing beats the appeal of a robin's- 
egg-blue jewelry box from Tiffany's, so if 
you're sentimental and if the graduate likes, 
Sparkling stuff, then by all means, jewelry $37 
good pick. Choose something that the recipi} 
ent will wear, so don't impose your taste On 
him or her. Graduation is also a good time to 
pass on family heirlooms, so if you have any 
antique pieces to hand down, go for it. 

Gifts are always given at the discretion of 
the giver. However, graduation is always а 
good time to give presents that mean some- 
thing and would amount to something useful 
or memorable, so choose well for your young 
graduate. 


Email the author at biancaconsunji@ 
yahoo.com. 


Look lovely. . . 
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will not get out unless you use heavy-dutys 
makeup remover, 4 
Blush should brighten your face subtly, 504 
again, skip the contouring and sweep оф 
some color on the apples of your cheeks; 
TOreal Blush Delice! 
in Fresh Papaya and 
Pink Grapefruit are 
universally flatter- 
ing colors that make 
you look like you 
glow from within. 
Finish off your 
look with lipstick or 
lip gloss (Maybelline 
Fruity Jelly and Lan- 
cóme Juicy Tubes 
las long, arent 
sticky, and come in 
great colors). Now 
yowre all set for 
your — graduation, 
from the ceremony, 
to the party. 4 


FRESH, clean 
makeup is the way 
to во оп graduation 
day. 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunji@* 


yahoo.com 


MAYBELLINE'S Urban Orchid collection 
includes eye shadow, blush, lipstick and 
foundation. 
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What better way for thrill-seeking enthusiasts 
to celebrate freedom of movement than 
to converge at the Levi's Engineered 


Jeans Freedom Camp? 


EANS PIONEER LEVIS 

understands your desire to 

move: effortlessly, freel 
and without restrictions. 

‘The result is yet another jeans innova- 
tion, a denim pair designed for optimum 
flexibility and ease. Aptly called Levi’s 
Engineered Jeans, technology and style 
come together seamlessly to provide ut- 
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‘And what better wi 

enthusiasts to celebrate fr 
‘movement than to converge at the Lé 
Engineered Jeans Freedom Camp, an e; 
citing two days of action-packed, energ) 
filled, and fun but challenging activitie 
on April 1 and 2 at Market! Marketl Fort 
Bonifacio. 


8-4. + 


$2 5. 


мења 


There will be five freedom events: 
Freestyle Dance Clinics with the Levi's 
Engineered Jeans All-Stars, Freestyle 
Basketball, Freestyle Football, Free 
Climbing, and today's latest craze, "zip- 
ping.” Led by experts in each field who 
will mentor camp attendees, the exhibi- 
tions promise to be memorable experi- 
ences for interested parties. 

The Levi's Engineered Jeans Freedom. 
Camp will be capped off with a show- 
down among the best who qualify for the 


ЛАШ. ЖАШ» wit wil ote 


Textus your feedback] 
Inquirer Ме namefage/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smarty 


HIP-HOP dancer 
; Kenjhons Serrano, garbed 
Ә.А in Levi's Engineered Jeans. 
finals of three freestyle events: freestyle 
dance, freestyle basketball and football 
Individual winners can bag P20,000 
while group winners get P100,000. 
In the thick of all the action will be five 
hip celebrities who will share their pas- 
sion and fascination for these sports, im- 


LAYOUT of the forthcoming Levi's Engineer 


Center in Market! Market! 


регент 


Levi's" Engineered Jeans? 


Freedom Camp Free Cin 


Market! Market! @ The Fort 


Your 


April 1&2, 2006 Ноно 


store Le 
Comer. For 


parting expert tips and tricks to Levi’, 
Freedom Campers. 


Hip-hop and R&B artist Kenneth «Кеп. 
jhons" Serrano is a marvel to watch oni 
the dance floor, The intensity of his 
movements is breathtaking. He bend: 
like clay, twists 
neuvers with strength and prec 
Kenjhons says, "Dancing i 
hobby or pastime for me. Dancing is my 
ife. 1 work hard to execute each step 
ch perfect timing and artistry, Pert 
{есйп each routine means having 
a lot of faith and just feeling the 
beat of the music, Believe that 
you can do anything! And if you 
don’t enjoy it, you're never going 
tobe good tit." i 
Kenjhons began grooving at age 14, 
while growing up in Toronto, Canada; 
Back in the Philippines, he joined the АЙ 
Stars, a troop of hip-hop enthus 
Stars placed sixth in the last World Hip. 
Hop Championships. The Levis Ens 
neered Jeans All Stars will again compet 
in the upcoming World Hip-Hop Champi, 
onshipsin Los Angeles this year. x 
Zip whiz 
Sharing Kenjhons’ grace and fluidity’ 
movement is zipping aficionado Lorraine 
Lapuz. ќ 
ENGINEERED/ DË. 


red Jeans Freedom Camp at the Act 


x 


LEARN & EXPERIENCE: Freestyle Dance + 
Freestyle Basketball « Freestyle Football « 


mbing- Zipping 
Join the Camp: 


19 Glan Rockwell Aiah 
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2) Grab 
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Engineered. 


“Zipping was inspired by the Maori tribe 


bungee jumping. 
Since she started climbing in 1995, Jeena) 
has conquered heights everywhere, scaling} 


of New Zealand,” says Lorraine. “They have 
a dance known as Poi, which means ball оп а 
cord.” The tribe used rocks and flung these 
with the aid of a rope to train their warriors 
and for the women to attract a partner. 
Lorraine uses a pair of zips—pieces of 
string with a little bit of weight combined 
with large splashes of color. She spins it 
around, for a routine that showcases her fo- 
cus and perfect hand-and-eye coordination. 


“Everyone can learn zipping with ease. 


HIP-HOP dancer Kenjhons Serrano Plus, there's no fussy outfit required. I put 


оп my most comfortable Levi's Engineered 
Jeans, and I'm good to go!” 


Athlete on the rise 

For the ultra-athletic Jeena Lopez, climb- 
ing every mountain is not just a cliché, buta 
way of life. 

“To be honest, I'm afraid of heights. I'm 
claustrophobic as well,” she says. Conquer- 
ing these fears was Jeena's main motivation 
for getting into Free Climbing. Now, apart 
from climbing, Jeena has also engaged in 
wreck and cave diving, sky-diving, and 


rock faces in Montalban, Rizal, all the way 
to Yosemite Park in California. 

“Extreme sports entails a lot of courage. 
In return, it motivates you to push your lim- 
its,” says Jeena, mother to a 4-year-old boy 
and year-old twin girls, and wife to her 
equally athletic husband, Ernie Lopez, 


Goal! 

Football is arguably the most popular 
sport in the world, and Peter Amores is one 
of its staunchest supporters, ever since he 
made his first kick-off as a third grader at 


Thi 


Engineered Jeans 
THE MUCH-CELEBRATED 
Levi's Engineered Jeans collec- 
tion is making a comeback. 
Inspired by .the active 
lifestyle and passionate self-ex- 
presion of youth in sports, 
| "dance, music and sports, the 
new collection combines street. 
elements with the signature er- 
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tated into the Levi Engineered: pani, а ‘textured ‘Lewis Engi: 


Jeans : the. unique flavor of 
‘sports inspired by colors, fab- 
;rics, and details appropriate for 
v. the free-spirited and the fun na- 
ture of the young,” says Levis 

brand leader Ronnie Celestial. 
The desgnpatented ег 
gonomic denim retains its sig- 
; nature "twisted" side seams for 
maximum. freedom in move- 
ment. Panels: of black stretch 
fabric have been inserted into 

the jeans from.the hips and 
knees to create gathers for even 
greater comfort, movement 

and individual fit. 

Inspired by athletic track 


| elernents with the signature 
| ergonomic features of the Levi's 


“We have created the new 
Levi's Engineered Jeans collec- 
tion for the youth with the 
aptitude to move and 
the attitude to 
groove. Infu- 
enced by con- 
temporary 
street culture and. 


neered Jeans jacquard tape 
runs along the inside and out- 
side of the waistband. Back 

ts have also been en- 
larged, dropped and skewed for. 
easier access, and the iconic 
levis Arcuate.is painted on 
with black silicon ink. 

‘The “running leg” logo signa- 

"ture of Levi's Engineered Jeans 
is prominently imprinted on 
the shank button, belt loop riv- 
ets and front-pocket zips. 

With a focus on comfort and 
following the contours of the 
body for an overall sexy appeal, 
Levi's designers have created 
an array of separates to com- 


plete- the- ready-to-groove, . knee-length and mini fits. Oth- 
street-smart look. Guys enjoy a. ег Levís Engineered Jeans 
choice of hooded and pullover, products are sporty stylish crop 
jackets, terry pullovers and cot- pants, tight crop pants and hot 
ton jerseys, while girls can pants with fabric inserts. 
flaunt their stuff and style in — Denim bottoms for both gen- 
sexy cropped, zip-front or ‘ders come in the following fin- 
hooded jackets, cotton-span  ishes: unwashed “rigid,” indigo 
jersey pullovers. and cuffed “rinse,” “pure worn” with an 
pants. aged look, and "pure worn laž- 

The Levi's Engineered Jeans ег” with imprints of the Levis 
for both men and women come Engineered Jeans “running leg” 
in the following fits: straight, logo. 


comfort, skinny and boot-cut. 
Finishes for men come in mid- 
nite, storm and dirty worn. For 


Check out the Levis Engi- 
neered Jeans at the following 
Levi's stores: Glorietta, Rock- 


Ew 


women,i'smidniteandstonm. well, Alabang Town Center, 
The Levis Engineered mini Festival Mall, SM Megamall A, 
skirt with pleat and mini skirt’ Sta. Lucia East, Gateway 
with fabric inserts come in both., Shangri-La Plaza, Market! Mar- 
~~ кей, Eastwood Cybermall, and 
“Robinsons” Galleria, Ermita, 
and Metro East. 

Levi's Engineered Jeans are 
up for grabs for any minimum 

purchase of P3,000. 


gonomic- features. of -the new —the-American hip-hop —— 
moyement, we. have incor 


INSPIRED by the active lifestyle and passionate self- 
expression of youth in sports, dance and music, Levi's brings ай ` 
features of the iconic Levi's Engineered Jeans. 
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How to Join the Camp 


1) Open ю эй maies and females aged 15-25 years ом. 


pod 


3) Completely f out e tom and crop 
‘many Lew sb Freecom Comp crop bores. 
коме im al рапер Lewsb Sores ited 
above on or betore March 24,2006 or 

feria 594.5125. 


Market! Market! @The Fort 
‘April 1 & 2, 2006 

; BIRTHDAY: 

{ SCHOOL: n 


LEARN & EXPERIENCE: 
*Freestyle Dance 

= Freestyle Basketball 

= Freestyle Football 

* Free Climbing 

* Zipping 


arii pr eee 


4) A person can patat in элу ог эй the обом aces at he camp: 
2) Freese Danang, 


з 


6) Prizes at stake aro бю folowing per competion: 


М 


AS 
Ss 
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5) Partcpaton в ice ol charge. However. ed siots are avatabi or 


anite ettet nonno одаи, 
‘cach асоту per сатр Gay so pre egstaton  requeed. PRIZES 


EVENTS" 
Freestyle ваши: Рл (ien 
90 To contem you partion and ийеле nthe camp. pease cl зе fede + „Ооо Co 
Lee Freedom Camp Hone at 84-5425 tom March 27-30, 2008, TM 
TDAM UI P х Е 


роз) 
роо Qn 
Pato Gras 


T) Regesrston tne or comp day (дос 1, 2006) is fem 10. АМ НИ. 7 
Caro proper starts a1 PM. Regetaton tme or cam day 2 
(Ark. 2006) коп 10 AM-11 AM. Сат proper tara a 11 AM. 
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How to Join the Competition 
4) Open a maies and omaes, 1525 years cid. 
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BEST COPY AV 


AILABLE 


PINS 


2x 


Engineered. 


“Zipping was inspired by the Maori tribe 
of New Zealand,” says Lorraine. “They have 
adance known as Poi, which means ball ona 
cord." The tribe used rocks and flung these. 
with the aid of a rope to train their warriors 
and for the women to attract a partner. 
Lorraine uses a pair of zips—pieces of 
string with a little bit of weight combined 
with large splashes of color. She spins it 
around, for a routine that showcases her fo- 
cus and perfect hand-and-eye coordination. 


FREESTYLE 
basketball enthusiast 
Dedick Manansala 


From pageDI 


оп my most comfortable Levi's Engineered 
Jeans, and I'm good to go!” 


Athlete on the rise 

For the ultra-athletic Jeena Lopez, climb- 
ing every mountain is not just a cliché, but a 
way of life. 

“To be honest, I'm afraid of heights. I'm 
claustrophobic as well,” she says. Conquer- 
ing these fears was Jeena's main motivation 


bungee jumping. 

Since she started climbing in 1995, Jeena) 
has conquered heights everywhere, scaling 
rock faces in Montalban, Rizal, all the way 
to Yosemite Park in California. 

“Extreme sports entails a lot of courage. 
In return, it motivates you to push your lim: 
its,” says Jeena, mother to a 4-year-old boy 
and year-old twin girls, and wife to her 
equally athletic husband, Ernie Lopez. 


Goal! 
Football is arguably the most popular 


for getting into Free Climbing. Now, apart sport in the world, and Peter Amores is one 
from climbing, Jeena has also engaged in of its staunchest supporters, ever since he 
wreck and cave diving, sky diving, and made his first kick-off as a third grader at 
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"Everyone can Јеат zipping with ease. 
Plus, there's no fussy outfit required. 1 put 


= а - aed = 
rated into the Levi's Engineered 
Jeans.the unique flavor of 
sports inspired by colors, fab- 
rics, and details appropriate for 
the free-spirited and the fun na- 
ture of the young,” says Levis 
brand leader Ronnie Celestial. 

Тһе design-patented ег 
gonomic denim retains its sig- 
nature “twisted” side seams for 
maximum freedom in move- 
ment. Panels: of black stretch 
fabric have been inserted into 
the jeans from the hips and 
knees to create gathers for even 
greater comfort, movement 
and individual fit. 

Inspired by athletic track 


panis, a textured Levi's Engi- 
neered Jeans jacquard tape 
runs along the inside and out- 
side of the waistband. Back 
pockets have also been en- 
Jarged, dropped and skewed for 
easier access, and the iconic 
Levi's Arcuate is painted on 
with black silicon ink. 

‘The “running leg” logo signa- 
ture of Levi's Engineered Jeans 
is prominently imprinted on 
the shank button, belt loop riv- 
ets and front-pocket zips. 

With a focus on comfort and 
following the contours of the 
body for an overall sexy appeal, 
Levis designers have created 
ап array of separates to com- 


plete. the ready-to-groove, , knee-length and mini fits. Oth- 
street-smart look. Guys enjoya ег Levi's Engineered Jeans 
choice of hooded and pullover _ products are sporty stylish crop 
jackets; terry pullovers and сос’ pants, tight crop pants and hot 
ton jerseys, while girls can pants with fabricinserts. 
flaunt their stuff and style in — Denim bottoms for both geri- 
sexy cropped, zipfront of ders come in the following fin- 
hooded jackets, cottonspan' ishes: unwashed “rigid,” indigo 
jersey pullovers and cuffed “rinse,” “pure worn” with an 
из. aged look, and “pure worn laž- 
The Levi's Engineered Jeans ег” with imprints of the Levi 
for both men and women come Engineered Jeans "running leg" 
in the following fits: straight, logo. 
comfort, skinny and bootcut. Check out the Levis Engi 
Finishes for men come in mid- neered Jeans at the following 
nite, storm and dirty worn. For Levi's stores: Glorietta, Rock- 
women, its midnite and storm. well Alabang Town Center, 
The Levis Engineered mini Festival Mall, SM Megamall A, 
skirt with pleat and mini skirt’ Sta. Lucia’ East, Gateway, 
with fabric inserts come in both, Shangri-La Plaza, Market! Mar- 
Кен, Eastwood Cybermall, and 
W! Robinsons” Galleria, Ermita, 
and Metro East. 
Levis Engineered Jeans are 
up for grabs for any minimum, 
purchase of P3,000. * 
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The new collection combines street 
| elernents with the Signature 
ergonomic features of the Levi's 
| Engineered Jeans 


t THE MUCH-CELEBRATED 
| Levi's Engineered Jeans collec- 
} tion is making a comeback. 
Inspired by the „active 
{lifestyle and passionate self-ex- 
i pression of youth in sports, 
dance, music and sports, the 
new collection combines street 
|. elements with the signature er- 
— gonomic features. of the. new 
Levi's Engineered Jeans. 5, 
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“We have created the new Tae 
Levi's Engineered Jeans collec- 
tion for the youth with the 
aptitude to move and 
the attitude to 
groove. Infiu- 
enced by con- 
temporary 
street culture and > 
оће. American hip-hop —— 
movement, we. have incor 


INSPIRED by the active lifestyle and passionate self- 
expression of youth in sports, dance and music, Levi's brings all 
the ergonomic features of the iconic Levi's Engineered Jeans. 


pre narcotic et wa ments ничка ее. 
Be рап of the Levis © Mailing List 
(Её out tho form betow and submit at tho registration booth 
7 ding tha Levis © Engineered Jeans @ Freedom Camp) 


How to Join the Camp 2) Grab an enty form tom ве loving Levi siones Lev sb Gi 


эме Abang Town Contar, Fesor Mal БИ Megamal A sta 
3) Open tal males and females aged 15:25 years cd. 


Eits 


Market! Market! @The Fort 
April 1 & 2, 2006 
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2) Compe tet be тамаар 
g BIRTHDAY: „с. _ 


ў 
£ SCHOOL: Feces EM д 
i, MOBILE#: i * Freestyle Football 

| = Free Climbing 


LEARN & EXPERIENCE: 
Freestyle Dance 


4) Aperson can pactopat m any or эй ot the toowing aces at ве camp: 
а) Freestfe Danang 


6) Prizes и tak aro tho folowing por competion: 


5) Parsopaton s кее of charge However, ned siots are avatabie tor 


"орати 
(each acery per camp Gay so preegssaton 1 regure. 
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6) To conte you participation and schede in the camp. please cat he 
Les Freedom Carro Hone at 6345425 tom March 7730, 2008, 
19 AM 34 PM. 


т) Relation te for camp азу 1 (Apri 1, 2006) is fom 10 AM-T2 NN. 
Camp proper stats at 1PM. Regetaten tine ка camp day 2 
(Neri 2.2006) ee кка AML АМ. Caro proper tas at 11 АМ. 
How to Join the Competition. 
ч) Open tos rales and females, 15:25 yours oid. & 
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‘CATCH the Levi's Engineered Jeans Freedom Camp on April 1-2. 


Colegio de San Agustin, 

And with football's latest incarna- 
tion—freestyle football—Peter is confident 
the sport will be attracting more fans. 
“Freestyle football started in Brazil and is 
similar to dancing with the ball" he ex- 
plains. “It’s all about being creative and han- 
dling the ball with flair.” 

Unlike regular football, freestyle football 
can be played on the streets, with each team 
having three players each. Two road cones 
serve as goal posts, There are no rules, no 
referees—just friendly competition and 
heart-pumping fun. Freestyle football is best 
played with samba melodies, hip-hop beats, 
or any kind of music that gets a person's cre- 


samen 


a ThToconfim your радораќоо and еде i he 
1 competion, pleats cal the Leib Freedom Camo Hotline 
‘804-5425 кот March 27-20, 2000,10 AM L4 PM, 


) А competing адга most participate ina eat one 
amp actily order 1o be рал of the quang round. 


па prosoquisto tat al competing individuais bo т 
Lewsbjoans. Мо shorts and sippers alowed. Przes in 
ovo for those the best Levis? gen 


ко For more information please catho Lev Freedom 
heats Салу Holina at 894-5425 rom Mondes tu Ра, 
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ativity flowing. 

One of Peter's favorite tricks із the Cross 
Over. In this maneuver, Peter kicks the ball 
in the air with his right foot. After his left leg 
crosses over the airborne ball, his right foot 
tries to kick the ball again before it hits the. 
ground. Peter also enjoys the Back Trap, 
where he leans forward, balances the ball at 
the back of his neck, and tries to take of his. 
shirt without losing control ofthe ball. 

The sport does not require uniforms. In 
fact, Levi's Engineered Jeans is Peter's pre- 
ferred freestyle football gear. "Just like the 
sport, Levi's Engineered Jeans is hip and is 
designed for street action." 


THELEVI'S Engineered Jeans fever began. 
with a campus tour that visited Assumption 
College, Claret, Don Bosco Makati, San 
Sebastian, St. Francis School and more. 


Street ball 

Ferdinand "Dedick" Manansala is a mem- 
ber of the Flipballaz, the first official street 
basketball team in the Philippines. 

"Ies not your conventional basketball," he 
points out. Street basketball strips the sport 
down to basics. “It’s basketball without re- 
stricting movements.” 

Dedick and his 10-man crew incorporate 
every move imaginable to their routine. 
Think Harlem Globetrotters, Pinoy-style. 
“all the cute and magical elements are right 
here,” he says. 


aad 
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Gatch Dedick do some amazing moves 
like the Milk Shake, a move done by alter- 
nately dribbling the ball under the left and 
right leg; and the tricky Praying Mantis, 
wherein the ball is held above the head. The 
player pretends to do an overhead pass but 
the ball actually runs down his back, And 
when it does, he lifts one leg off the ground 
and catches the ball in between the heel and 
the back of the leg! 

Get a chance to own a pair of Levi's Engi- 
neered Jeans for every minimum purchase 
‘of P3,000 in select Levi's stores. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE, 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2006 


FIND your best selfin the Levi's 
Engineered Jeans Freedom Camp. 
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Zip, dribble, juggle, 
climb and dance and 
get a go on what 
freedom is all about in 
the Levi’s Engineered 
Jeans Freedom Camp 
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www.ap.levi 


FREEDOM, AS THE DICTIONARY 
defines it, is the state in which somebody 
is able to act and live as he or she choos 
ез, without being subject to any undue 
restraints and restrictions, 

"Thats pretty much how you'll feel 
when you put on a pair of Levi's Engi- 
neered Jeans, If you have a young and 


leader Ronnie Cele: 


ir PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER m rre 


Come one, come all! 


Inspired by the shape of the human 
body, this pair of pants is ergonomically 
designed to follow the body's contours, 
with an angled hem, twisted side seams 
ег movement and lower back 

cess, What it all comes 

to is denimwear that puts premi- 

um on style, comfort and, above all else, 


спу this kind of freedom of 
movement that you can learn and expe- 
rience in the upcoming Levi's Engi- 


neered Јеа 
ble, juggle, 


25. 
Levi's со 


Michelle Borromeo 


citing and 


nb and d 


tball, 


Climbing, the Le 


Freedom Camp. Zip, drib- 
e and get a 
go on what freedom is all about in this 
two-day jamboree, which is open to all 
young men and women from ages 15- 


mer marketing manager 
; "With such 
mpetiive activities like 
tyle Football, 
ping, Freestyle Dancing and Fre 
s Engineered Jeans 


yle, 
rienc 
line ас 89454: 


from 10 a.m.-4 рат. Visit 
com 


vww.l 
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Bring aces atc camp а} 

ie Danke. v) Free 
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| A eompeting individuals must parti 
east one camp activity i order to be part 
азайа round 

iva pro-requiste mar i participants and 
competing individuals in Lov's® joans. No shorts 
"aod stppers alowed Praes in sore for those т the 
est Lov's® gear. 

"For more information please сөй the Levi's® 
Freedom Camp Нот at 894.5425 пот Mondays 
iru Fridays, 10 AM tt 4 PM, or log on à 


'youtameipaton and schedule n ihe 
inse the Levie® Freedom Camp 
($425 from March 27-30. 2006. 10 PM ti 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 206 
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Freedom Camp promises to be a celebra- 
tion of freedom for today's vibrant youth. 
Levi's has always been known to pioneer 
ing activities that the youth can en- 

its Levi's, of course, we do 


Join the Freedom Camp for an expe- 

unlike any other. Call the Leyi’s 
Engineered Jeans Freedom Camp ot- 
Mondays-Fridays 


